Journal of Tourism Planning and Development Volume 13. Issue 49. Summer 2024. Pages 167 to 191.

Research Paper

Feasibility of Developing Cultural Tourism in the Traditional
Context of Amol City with Emphasis on Historical Monuments

Mojtaba Safari”® =, Hematollah Roradeh? **/, Rahmat Abbasnejad Seresti® “*

! Assistant professor, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. (m.safari@eumz.ac.ir)

% Associate Professor of Physiography-Geography, Department of Geography, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Iran. (h.roradeh@umz.ac.ir)

3 Associate professor, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture, University of Mazandaran,
Iran. (r.abbasnejad@umz.ac.ir)

coﬁ © The Author(s) publisher: University of Mazandaran

d 10.22080/jtpd.2024.27045.3877

Received:
March 13, 2024 Abstract
Accepted: Context and Purpose: This research was conducted to assess the feasibility of developing
April 22, 2024 cultural tourism in the traditional context of Amol City. Design/methodology/approach:
Available online: Documentary studies in this research included a review of all the studies done in the region.
April 23, 2024 The research data were also created and collected through the researcher's questionnaire.
According to Cochran's formula, the sample size was estimated to be 400 people, and the
researcher collected 300 complete questionnaires. SPSS software was used to analyze the
questionnaire data and hypotheses were tested with Spearman and t-test. Findings: The
data analysis results indicate a significant relationship between the capacity of historical -
cultural buildings in the old context, management performance, urban infrastructure, and
the development of cultural tourism in Amol. Also, the evaluation of each of the independent
and dependent variables of the research shows that tourists are satisfied with the capacity
of historical monuments and support them. Still, they are dissatisfied with Amol City's
management performance and tourism infrastructure. Conclusion: In this regard, using
promotional facilities to introduce the image of historical-cultural tourism in Amol City to
attract the material and spiritual support of the people and to involve them in preserving
and revitalizing historical monuments, as well as restoring and revitalizing historical
monuments, especially Qajar houses, and taking care the museums of Amol can be
Keywords: influential in the development of cultural tourism in Amol. Originality/value: The historical
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attention and treatment of the historical contexts of Amol City. In the current research, the
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. important capacities of the development of historical-cultural tourism in Amol City,
performance, Tourism including historical buildings, management performance, tourism infrastructure, and the
development, Amol city level of loyalty and support of tourists for heritage tourism, were analyzed.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Heritage was used for the first time in
tourism literature in the 1990s. This
tourism branch has the most significant
and fastest growth among other tourism
sectors. Cultural heritage tourism is
focused on the global increase in visiting
places, sights, museums, and cultural
works such as festivals and traditional
gatherings. Also, various opinions regard
cultural heritage sites as wealth and
evaluate them as tourist attractions. From
the point of view of tourism researchers,
cultural tourists are educated people who
have a lasting influence on the cultural
interactions of the source and destination
societies. The pivotal role of these tourists
in drawing a correct and clear picture of
the destination society for the source
society cannot be denied, and this is
ultimately the basis of the dialogue
between civilizations and cultures.
Ultimately, they provide global peace and
understanding.

Iran has many prominent intangible
cultural heritages. Works such as
calligraphy, miniature paintings, local
dialects of traditional religious cultures,
old instruments, etc., can be included
among such works that are threatened by
modern lifestyles and technologies and are
gradually being forgotten. Today, it is not a
secret to anyone that the remains of the past
are an essential element in the creation and
preservation of the national-cultural identity.
These works are non-renewable resources
that can create unity between the past and the
future, give a sense of identity, meaning, and
individuality to the places and spaces of our
lives, help to improve the quality of our lives,
and finally, create a rich and satisfying
cultural environment to provide leisure time
and entertainment.

Among the cities of Mazandaran
province, Amol has excellent potential in
the development of cultural tourism due
to its ancient context and historical places,
with an area of 151 hectares belonging to
the Sassanid and Islamic periods,
especially the Safavid, Qajar, and Pahlavi
eras. Unfortunately, these capacities have
not been appropriately planned and
introduced to attract tourists, so a deep
gap can be seen between the normal
situation and the existing conditions of
cultural heritage tourism in this region.
The successful experience of some cities
in our country, such as Shiraz, Isfahan,
Yazd, Kashan, etc.,, shows that the
preservation and revival of the historical
fabric of the city of Amol, as well as the
existing Qajar houses in this city, can
boost cultural heritage tourism along with
natural attractions. Therefore, the
necessity of the research is that the
feasibility of the city's historical
monuments and the measures taken in the
direction of the development of cultural
tourism can be a factor in the development
of tourism in the city of Amol.

2. Research Methodology

This research is applied in terms of its
purpose and descriptive-correlational in
terms of nature and research method.
Considering the use of a questionnaire to
collect data and the practical input of the
researcher during the research, this study
is considered a survey type. Since there
were no specific statistics on the number
of tourists entering Amol City, the
unknown population sampling method
was used. Therefore, according to
Cochran's formula, the sample population
to answer the questionnaire was 400
people, of which the researcher managed
to collect 300 questionnaires. The time
range of data collection was the spring and
summer of 2015 and the geographical area
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under investigation was the historical
context of Amol City. Each of the
indicators of the questionnaire was graded
using a 5-item Likert scale and measured
from so little to so much. Data was
analyzed using SPSS 22 software, One-
Sample  T-Test, and  Spearman's
correlation test.

3. Research Findings

In the current research, the critical
capacities of the development of
historical-cultural tourism in Amol City,
including historical buildings,
management  performance,  tourism
infrastructure, and the level of loyalty and
support of tourists for heritage tourism,
have been analyzed. The relationship
between the dependent variable and all
three dimensions of the independent
variable was investigated, and paying
attention to tourism capacities in the
historical context of Amol is one of the
factors of tourism mobility and economic
prosperity for this region. Still, the
favorable attraction of tourists with the
management and planning of Amol's
cultural heritage can make the economy
based on cultural heritage tourism more
dynamic. Therefore, the need to attract
tourists in the old context of Amol is
considered a key factor. Moreover,
investigations on the capacity variable of
historical ~monuments  show  that
conducting archeological excavations in
the old city and obtaining cultural relics
and remains of different historical periods
are of great importance for tourists, and
creating a museum site in the old context
is considered one of the most critical
factors in attracting tourists to the region.
The historical market, Agha Abbas, and
Imam Hassan Asgari mosques in the old

urban context do not have the necessary
attractions to visit and to bring them into
the cycle of heritage tourism attractions
and attract tourists.

4. Conclusion

It is necessary to restore and beautify the
area of these historical attractions. Also,
the results of the surveys on the variable of
management performance show that even
though expert guides are present to
provide the necessary information about
historical places to tourists and cultural
heritage in terms of training guides in this
field, it has worked successfully; however,
there needs to monitor the performance
and behavior of tourists in the
environment of historical attractions. The
evaluations on the variable of tourism
infrastructure of Amol City indicate that
the access of tourists to the old context of
Amol is easily possible; however, there are
no guide signs for tourists to access
historical places in this city, and they are
not installed properly, and this issue will
confuse tourists and ultimately, make
them dissatisfied.
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