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1. Introduction

Given the existing tools, including laws and management sciences, it seems that the
new rural management system has not achieved the expected and desired progress
so far. However, some believe that the course of change and transformation has been
acceptable and that there is hope for the continuation of the new approach. The
reality, however, is that various issues, including civil and economic problems, have
hindered the effectiveness of new rural management from manifesting as it should.
Today, it is rare to find a community that does not exhibit a desire for progress and
development; therefore, community managers exert all their efforts to achieve this
goal, even though each community has its own specific structure and a fixed model
cannot be applied universally. Nonetheless, focusing on new rural management can
bring multiple positive outcomes for rural communities, provided that management
practices are not based solely on the preferences of decision-makers and that
decisions are made with scientific and experiential backing. The Ardabil province, due
to its geographical location and certain characteristics such as a suitable agricultural
climate, topography, angle of sunlight, and air currents, is well-positioned for
progress and development in rural areas. However, an examination of the structural
condition of its villages reveals that, for various reasons, they have not been able to
fully undertake the path of rural development. In light of the above, the objective of
the present research is to identify the driving and inhibiting factors of new rural
management in the villages of the central district of Ardabil, and to propose suitable
strategies for the growth and development of new rural management through the
establishment of management methods.

2. Methodology

The present study is theoretical in nature and adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, employing both quantitative and qualitative research methods. Data
collection was conducted using two methods: library research and field surveys. The
statistical population of this research consists of two groups. The first group includes
residents of the villages in the central district of Ardabil County, totaling 48,250
individuals. The second group comprises 40 experts in the field of rural management.
Sample villages were selected based on criteria such as having a population of more
than 20 households and having a management institution like a council or village
head. According to available statistics (from the year 2016), there are 86 villages in
the central district of Ardabil County. Therefore, a stratified sampling method (multi-



stage) was employed. In this method, the number of households was considered as the criterion for determining
the sample size of the villages. After identifying the number of households, the villages were categorized into five
strata based on their household numbers in 2016, and selected villages were chosen from each stratum. In this
study, the number of samples totals 360.39 households. Subsequently, questionnaires were distributed among the
households in the studied villages in proportion to their population and number of households. The questions in
the questionnaire were of a closed-ended format, using a five-point Likert scale. For data analysis, both descriptive
and inferential statistical methods were employed. Descriptive statistics were used to estimate frequency and
calculate the mean and standard deviation of the data. Additionally, in inferential statistics, structural equation
modeling was applied using LISREL software. The present research utilizes four indices to examine the driving and
inhibiting factors of new rural management: managerial factors, economic factors, social factors, and
environmental factors.

3. Findings

All the driving and inhibiting elements of rural management in the villages of the central district, as perceived by
both villagers and experts, include managerial, economic, social, and environmental factors, which are recognized
as effective components in the advancement and hindrance of rural management. According to the villagers, the
impact of these factors on driving elements is estimated as follows: managerial factors at 0.83, economic factors at
0.87, social factors at 0.97, and environmental factors at 0.85. In terms of inhibiting elements, their impacts are
estimated as 0.83 for managerial factors, 0.79 for economic factors, 0.76 for social factors, and 0.75 for
environmental factors. From the perspective of the experts, the estimated impacts of the driving factors are 0.74
for managerial factors, 0.94 for economic factors, 0.72 for social factors, and 0.98 for environmental factors, while
for the inhibiting factors, the impacts are estimated at 0.97 for managerial factors, 0.94 for economic factors, 0.96
for social factors, and 0.97 for environmental factors. Based on this information, it can be concluded that all the
significant elements affecting the driving and inhibiting factors of rural management in the villages of the central
district have been identified in this study according to the perspectives of villagers and experts. If the driving and
inhibiting elements of rural management, as identified by the villagers and experts, are improved optimally, their
impact will be stronger. Conversely, if these elements are diminished, the relationship will certainly be weaker.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Social elements such as valuing authentic rural traditions, utilizing the participation of villagers in the development
of the village, leveraging the capacity of educated youth who have migrated to cities, and strengthening the spirit
of collaboration and participation in rural reconstruction projects have been highlighted more than other factors
as driving elements for rural management in the villages of the central district of Ardabil. On the other hand,
managerial elements such as the lack of utilization of the capacities and abilities of the rural youth, distrust
between managers and villagers, disregard for established regulations and laws related to rural development, and
lack of coordination among organizations and departments engaged in rural development and management are
identified as the key inhibiting factors for rural management in the villages of the central district of Ardabil. Overall,
it can be concluded that all the effective elements identified in this research as driving and inhibiting factors for
rural management in the central district’s villages are crucial. When efforts are made to enhance the driving
elements of rural management and to mitigate the inhibiting ones, rural management in these areas can be
improved. The results of this research align with the findings of Mahdavi and Karimipour (2012), Naderi Mahdi
(2015), and Ataei et al. (2020), who also emphasize the importance of increasing collaboration among villagers
and between them and the village administration to enhance rural management.
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