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Abstract

This research explains the differences and ambiguities of the UAE Maritime Zones Laws with the International
Convention on the Law of the Sea by comparing the UAE's 1993 Maritime Zones Law and other maritime laws
of this state with the provisions of the 1982 International Convention on the Law of the Sea. The current research
was fundamental-applicative in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method. The
data collection has been done with the library research and the available documents. The maritime laws of the
UAE, the text of the Convention on the International Law of the Sea, the statements of the United Arab Emirates
based on the documents of the United Nations have been studied and reviewed. The findings of the research
showed that most of the UAE laws were derived from the text and content of the convention. The UAE Maritime
Law on how to draw straight baselines and in Articles (2) (Application of the law of internal waters for islands
that are 12 miles apart), (5) (exceptions mentioned for innocent passage); (7) (expansion of the territorial sea in
the exclusive economic zone); (10) (security jurisdiction in the contiguous zone), and (26) (imprisonment punish
for violation of the provisions in maritime zones) of the Maritime Zones Act of 1993 are different from the
Convention or are ambiguous and disputed by states. The way the UAE's baselines are drawn has an important
impact on the maritime jurisdiction of opposite and adjacent states, including Iran.

Keywords: Maritime Zones Laws of the United Arab Emirates, 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea,
Difference and Law Ambiguity

Highlight
- By expounding the laws of the maritime zones (realm) of the United Arab Emirates, territorial and boundary claims of
this state is determined.

- Expounding the status of the UAE's maritime zones affects Iran's jurisdiction and maritime interests in the Persian Gulf
and the Sea of Oman.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran and the United Arab Emirates have not delimited their maritime boundaries yet. Considering the boundary
disputes of Emirates with its neighbors, especially with Iran, and the structure of the political system of this State
and the disputes of the Sheikhdoms over sea and land boundary issues, it is very important to pay attention to the
maritime zones of the United Arab Emirates. The UAE has not demarcated its zones (realms) and maritime
boundaries with its neighbors. Considering the importance of the maritime zones and boundaries of the UAE for
delimiting the boundaries in the future with Iran and the territorial claim of this state on the Iranian islands, this
research examined the maritime law of 1993 and other laws, decrees and declarations of the United Arab
Emirates in the light of the international law of the seas, especially the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Using comparative analysis, the differences and ambiguities of the maritime laws of the United Arab Emirates
and the international maritime laws were shown.
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Methodology

The current research was fundamental-applicative in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
nature and method. The data collection has been done with the library research and reviewing the available
documents. The maritime laws of the UAE, the text of the Convention on the International Law of the Sea, the
statements of the United Arab Emirates based on the documents of the United Nations (UN Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea) and other documents have been studied and reviewed. The latest changes related
to the territorialization of the UAE have been analyzed and evaluated. In order to analyze the research data,
reasoning, qualitative data analysis and content analysis of laws have been used.

Results and discussion

The findings shed light on the method of drawing the straight baselines of the United Arab Emirates and then the
differences between the law of the maritime zones of the UAE and on the International Convention on the Law
of the Sea. The findings of the research showed that the UAE Maritime Law on how to draw straight baselines
(Cabinet Resolution of 2022 on the Application of the Straight Baseline System to the Coasts of the United Arab
Emirates) and in Articles (2) (Application of the law of internal waters for islands that are 12 miles apart), (5)
(exceptions mentioned for innocent passage from territorial sea); (7) (expansion of the territorial sea in the
exclusive economic zone); (10) (security jurisdiction in the contiguous zone), and (26) (imprisonment punish for
violation of the provisions in maritime zones) of the Maritime Zones Act of 1993 are different from the
Convention or are ambiguous and disputed by states. The way the UAE’s bnnnnms rre drawn has nn impornnit
impact on the maritime jurisdiction of opposite and adjacent states, including Iran. The extension of internal
waters to the waters located between the islands at the outer boundary of the maritime baselines is against the
international provisions. This law article affects international shipping and causes conflict between governments.
The mrpii menoooawand xxpnnsom of hir UAE’s rrrrooolll saa byyond hle 12-mile limit of the territorial sea and
within the economic exclusive zone limits the interests and maritime rights of Iran and other states. By drafting
this law article, the UAE seeks to legally expand its territorial sea. Imprisonment for offenders in the maritime
zones of the UAE should be based on agreements between states and other maritime and international
provisions.

Conclusion

Most of the UAE laws were derived from the text and content of the convention. In some law articles, the UAE
has enacted laws that are different from the text or content of the convention and international provisions in
order to secure the maritime interests and security or economic interests of the state or due to a different
interpretation of some articles of the convention. These differences are in conflict with the international
responsibility of states and limit the maritime interests of other states.
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1. Normal Baselines

2. Straight Baselines

3. Baseline of the bays (the Enclosing Lines)
4. Archipelagic Baseline
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2 . Deeply Indented
3. Fringe of Islands
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3. Cruiser
4 . Wooden vessels and launches
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