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Abstract

Tourism is one of the most important factors influencing the economic growth and the development of
contemporary societies. It is defined as a tool for stimulating marginal economies, promoting and developing
through the creation of employment and income, which has expanded significantly over the past few decades.
One of the most attractive branches of the tourism industry that has received more attention in recent years is
water tourism. Water tourism, especially when the profitability of other economic sectors is declining, is a
suitable alternative and a strategic approach for development. This study aimed to provide macro strategies and
identify the potential of hydraulic structures for the development of water tourism. This research was a
fundamental study in terms of its objective and a survey in its nature and method. The research population
included 376 tourists, experts, and residents (in the study area) selected using a random sampling method. The
necessary data were collected through questionnaires, and the output was modeled using the Minitab statistical
software and structural equations (EQS). Finally, the proposed strategies were extracted in the form of the SOAR
strategic model. The results of the data analysis showed that in the current situation, the greatest feasibility
pertained to the economic and managerial-infrastructural indicators. The findings also indicated that the impact
of independent variables on the dependent variable can be predicted up to 51%, and the significance between
independent and dependent variables is evident up to 95%. Among the components related to the development of
water tourism, economic components, with a beta coefficient of 363%, and managerial-infrastructural factors,
with a beta coefficient of 206%, have the most significant impact on attracting tourists and developing water
tourism in the region. Furthermore, the output of SOAR indicated that the most important executive strategy
according to stakeholders and experts was the readiness of citizens to host the tourists, the presence of a tourist
attraction spirit, the abundance of tourist-historical facilities, and the commitment and importance placed by
relevant managers on developing tourism in the region.
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Highlight
- Economic factors have the greatest impact on attracting tourists and developing water tourism in the region.

- According to stakeholders and experts, the most important executive strategy is the readiness of citizens
to host tourists and their tourist attraction spirit.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism is now considered one of the most important and dynamic activities worldwide. The number of
international and domestic tourists and their income generated at the global level are continuously increasing.
Tourism is becoming one of the main pillars of the global economy. Many planners consider it a primary pillar
of development. As a key element of global travel, tourism contributes to employment, foreign exchange
earnings, and political, cultural, and international influences upon entering a country. Tourism is divided into
various types, one of them is water tourism. This type of tourism includes all kinds of tourism related to water
resources in some way. Recently, this type of tourism has received more attention from authorities.

Methodology

This study is fundamental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical and survey in term of nature. According
to the nature of the subject and Considering the nature of the subject and the indicators under investigation, a
combination of documentary research and field studies (questionnaires and interviews) has been employed for
data collection. A Likert scale with five options (Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly Agree)
was used for formulating the questions based on the determined variables. The research population included
elites, tourists, and citizens of the areas under study, from among them 376 were randomly selected as the
research sample. Questionnaires were used to collect data and then analyzed through one-sample t-test and other
tests in SPSS and Minitab software. Moreover, data were analyzed using structural equation modeling with EQS
software. Finally, using the SOAR strategic model, some strategies were extracted and necessary
recommendations were made according to the research findings.

Results and discussion

To assess the feasibility of each of the studied indicators, Friedman and one-sample t-test were utilized. The
results obtained from the data analysis indicated that the highest feasibility is observed regarding the indicators
of economic factors, managerial-infrastructural factors, and social-environmental factors, respectively. Within
these indicators, variables such as economic conditions (inflation increase) with a statistical mean of 3.7,
diplomatic planning with 3.4, advertising and marketing with 3.3, and biodiversity and existing laws and policies
with 1.3 exhibit the highest feasibility, respectively. Also, the lowest level of feasibility pertained to the variables
such as river health status and local encounters and interactions, with statistical mean of 2.6, and their Friedman
mean ranks were also 2.5. One of the strategic planning tools used for decision-making is the SWOT technique.
Moreover, the SOAR model is always utilized at higher management levels and aims to encompass all benefited
stakeholders. After reviewing the literature, extracting the most important components, and obtaining a
conceptual model, some questionnaires have been designed to achieve the most important strategies for
developing water tourism in Khuzestan province (Shushtar and Gotvand hydraulic structures).

Conclusion

Given the nature of the hypotheses and the type of variables, descriptive statistical methods such as frequency
distribution tables and means were used for examining and comparing the collected data. In the inferential
statistics, structural equation modeling (SEM) was employed. Finally, Minitab and EQS software were utilized
to analyze and apply the tests. Therefore, various experiences and research were reviewed and some indicators
were extracted in the form of components of social, managerial-organizational, economic, and environmental
factors, finally, using 28 available dimensions, the mentioned indicators were investigated. In this process, first
the research variables were transformed with scales related to each variable, and then statistical analyses were
performed using the mentioned software. The Friedman test and one-sample t-test have been used to measure the
degree of feasibility of each of the studied indicators. The results showed that the most feasibility among
indicators is for economic indicators, infrastructural management, and social and environmental factors, in these
indicators, the variables of economic conditions (increase in inflation), service-commercial spaces, and
improvement of employment, the creation of income sources, integrated management, support of the private
sector all have the highest feasibility with a statistical mean of 3.1 and Friedman's mean rank of 21. Also, the
lowest feasibility pertained to the variables of the transportation system, parking availability, river health status,
and collective belief and teamwork attitude, with statistical means of 2.8, 2.8, and Friedman mean ranks of 3,
respectively.
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