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It is critical to determine a building's vulnerability by understanding structural
weaknesses and consumable materials to prioritize retrofit projects. If these
assessments are not done well; there can be great financial damage. Surveys have
shown that some of the criteria used to make decisions about building priorities in
Iran are ineffective. Given the importance of this issue, the present study aimed to
identify the weaknesses of seismic vulnerability assessment checklists in existing
buildings across Iran, especially the seismic assessment checklists of school
buildings, to provide more effective criteria for prioritizing school projects. To
this aim, a review of existing building vulnerability assessment guidelines and
resources, as well as a survey of professors and experienced structural engineers,
led to the presentation of more effective criteria for assessing the vulnerability of
school buildings. These criteria were evaluated. Over 100 schools were evaluated
to determine the accuracy of the scored criteria. The results concluded that the
designed checklists eliminated the shortcomings of existing school checklists.
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