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ABSTRACT

Borders produce many diverse opportunities and threats, and
recognizing opportunities and reducing threats based on
national interests and security in border areas is the way to
achieve sustainable development and create a bridge
between the core of the country and the border areas in order
to create coherence and balance in the activities of border
residents. The history of building a wall on the borders of
countries is a historical and old issue. However, this is a new
issue for Iran and its neighbors and has not existed for long.
The Turkish government states that the main reason for
building a wall on the common border with Iran is to prevent

27 August 2023 the infiltration and movement of armed Kurdish militias into
Accepted: Turkish territory. However, this goal is not the only goal of
11 September 2023 this Turkish-Western propaganda project. This research
aims to investigate the consequences of the construction of
the Turkish border wall on the activities of the border
residents of the Islamic Republic of Iran by studying the
documents and in-depth interviews with experts through a
scientific method. The researcher has designed a
questionnaire in various meetings with expert professors and
provided it to experts related to the position to answer. The
type of research is applied, and its method is descriptive-
Keywords: analytical with a mixed approach. The research confirms that
Border, the Turkish border wall negatively impacts border dwellers'
E‘;;E'eyf'\,\,a”’ economic, environmental, social, and political indicators

Border Residents.

while positively affecting their security index.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As a spatial-geographical phenomenon,
the border is one of the important
geopolitical factors in the political
management of space in any country in the
direction of development, stable security,
and power generation. Optimal and
intelligent management of border areas is
directly related to economic and social
development as well as sustainable
security. Modern governments needed
clear boundaries for their sphere of
authority in a land. Borders are producers
of multiple opportunities and threats, and
recognizing opportunities and reducing
threats based on national interests and
security in border areas is the way to
achieve sustainable development and
create a bridge between the core of the
country and border areas in order to create
coherence and balance in development.
Meanwhile, the borders of the Southwest
Asia region in general and the borders of
Iran as a regional power with a sensitive
geopolitical position, in particular, are
more sensitive due to the role of the
colonial powers in drawing the political
geography of the region regardless of the
ethno-cultural and historical perspectives.
The sense of divergence in border areas is
strongly affected by the presence of
complex and nested borders in mental and
objective dimensions. In the meantime,
Iran's geography in Southwest Asia has an
important  strategic and geopolitical
position in regional and global geopolitical
equations.  As  mentioned  above,
recognizing opportunities and reducing
threats based on national interests and
security in border areas is the way to
achieve sustainable development and
create a bridge between the core of the
country and border areas in order to create
coherence and balance in the activities of
border residents in the development of
these regions.

Methodology

The researcher designed the questionnaire
in various meetings with expert professors
and provided it to experts related to the
subject to answer. The type of research is

applied, and its method is descriptive-
analytical with a mixed approach.

Results and discussion

The construction of a border wall is always
done with the more or less tacit approval or
consent of the public opinion of the
building country. It has rarely happened
that the people of the country building the
wall have resolutely and seriously opposed
the construction of the wall and prohibited
the government from doing so. Perhaps
this passivity or refraining from action is
due to the propaganda that the government
made to justify its action or that the
construction of the wall has really
guaranteed the security of the country and
the interests of its residents. The
government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, with a positive approach, believes
that the construction of the Turkish wall on
the border between the two countries is, to
some  extent, providing  security,
preventing illegal traffic, and controlling
the smuggling of fuel, goods, and drugs in
the region and the country. However, with
a deeper look, we will see other problems
such as a sharp decrease in economic
prosperity, border dwellers' income,
poverty, and socio-economic deprivation,
the decline in agriculture and lack of water
resources, environmental change, and
destruction, expansion of rural migration
to cities, increase in unemployment and
theft in the region. which lead to
dissatisfaction of border villagers.

Conclusion

The results of this research confirm the fact
that the construction of the border blocking
wall in Turkey has had a negative impact
on the activities of border dwellers in
economic, environmental, social and
political indicators. And it has a positive
effect on the security index related to their
activities. Also, according to the experts'
statements in this research, one of Turkey's
goals for building a border wall is to
convince European countries to join the
European Union. And in order to achieve
this goal, preventing the illegal passage of
nationals of different countries through the
territory of Iran, fighting and suppressing
terrorists brings this country closer to its



goal. In this situation, where Turkey is
trying to satisfy the European countries
and even America, maintaining relations
with Turkey and strengthening relations
are among the most important options for
Iran, because the most important bridge
between Iran and European countries is
Turkey. If Iran opposes the construction of
the wall, this will help media attacks that
Iran cooperates with opposition groups and
terrorists, and will ultimately lead to Iran
phobia.
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