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traditions of the world in the transition stage of a person to
individuality is [passing through] a horizontal or vertical winding
corridor (well/cave); a dark place full of fear and terror due to not
being seen and unknown. Monsters, snakes and creatures of the
underworld live in this place and can only be saved by fighting.
Sometimes, in the depth of this scary place, there are obstacles that
appear to be rewards or anything else pleasant, but the same object or
situation, by creating suspense, is itself considered a test stage and
sometimes an obstacle to victory. He will be a hero. In this article, the
examples of suspension with the repeating pattern of "Hanging Man"
in public and official literature of Iran and the world will be
investigated. The result of the work shows that this image is rooted in
the common essence of human attitude in facing life difficulties and
according to the time and place of life and the type of human being, it
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is powerful in literature, culture and religion, art, politics and
economy. It has continued its life. This image, influenced by the
experience of disaster, which is the function of the human mind, and
despite the cultural evolution of the human species, has not been
removed from his mind, and was first reflected in the form of
materialistic myths and rituals, and in modern times, by entering
formal or general literary types, it has found a different function and
created special literary types.

Keywords: Evolutionary criticism; hanging man image; popular

literature; official literature; well; cave.

Introduction

Antiarne and Stith Thompson have mentioned the types of classes in
which this theme exists under "hanging man" in the culture of motifs.
Among the internal researches, most of the above-mentioned images
have been examined based on the introduction of Kelileh and Demneh,
known as the chapter of the doctor's book. Bagheri has investigated
the connection of this image with Indian culture and Buddhism.
Zulfagari describes and categorizes the types of wells in mystical,
epic, religious and fairy-tale literature. Kezazi paid attention to the
content link of this image with Jainism in India.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

The main goal of this research is the comparative study of this image
in the popular and official literary types of the East and the West and
the function of each. Therefore, in order to prove the nature of this
image and outline its structure and image in the official and public
literature of the East and the West, the following questions will be
answered:

1. What are the examples of this image in popular and formal

literature?
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2. Considering the structure of the image of the "Hanging Man"
according to its function in the text, what literary types has it
formed and what symbols does it have?

3. What is the link of this image with the human mind?

"Hanging Man" is one of the recurring images in world culture and
literature (religion, myth, literature, art, economy, and politics).
Examples of this well-known image have been recreated in popular
narrative formats such as parables, proverbs, and official narrative
formats such as novels and animations. This allegory is "an
individual fleeing from a difficult situation (animate/inanimate) and
taking refuge in a more difficult situation."”

In popular literature, the themes related to the "message-macro
structure of renewal or individuality”, in the third stage of transition
and passing through difficult and difficult tests, is related to the
terrible places of the underworld with special inhabitants. It also
involves various risks such as metamorphosis, death, forced
relationships (marriage), wandering and going astray and finally
falling. It is placed in the category of "suspension or hanging"
(Abbasi, 2018, p. 410). This foundation is known in the classification
of Arene Thompson's global story type with at least 47 types (Arene
and Thompson, 2021, V1/p. 263) and in its romances widely used in
the world.

The features seen in these images create a special literary type. In
the heavenly examples, which is specific to popular short and long
stories (common romances), the main character passes this test safely.
This path is straight and the test is full of bottlenecks. After crossing
the winding path, the hero returns to the straight path and reaches his
goal. But in infernal images, the image is infernal and the central
person remains trapped. The subject and descriptive action of the
central person in such a narrative recreates the error and destruction


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 12, No.57
August — September 2024
Research Article

a,
 /(ad

s aEQuUA

with the snake "Ouroboros™ (a snake that bit its own tail) (Also seen to
Frye, 1998, p. 219).

From the point of view of neurobiology, the tree-dwelling or
cave-dwelling hunter is always afraid of danger (destruction or organ
failure). He hides in the tree or among the caves and tunnels; but he
has the feeling of "suspension” close to death and danger and reflects
his inner pains in "sleep” or "awakening" with a tool (painting on the
door and wall of caves/telling stories). This visual or auditory
structure is mixed with the attraction of all kinds of human emotions
(eliminations) (Gatshall, 2015, p. 91). One of these images is
"Hanging Man" which recreates the basis of his loneliness and fear.

The strange repetition of the narratives of the hanging man in
different times and places, as well as in literary, cultural and religious
aspects, is a reflection of simulation and brain processing of the
dangers that are always close to the existence of a person who, from
the beginning of his life on earth, has led to death and annihilation.
The image and notion of "hanging"” in human dreams, as a secondary
platform of virtual simulation, with the help of strong emotional
waves, especially "anger" and "fear"”, force a person to fight with
imaginary attackers, or run away.

Conclusion

The motif of "Hanging Man" can be traced in the world's popular and
official literature from the oldest mythological periods to the modern
era, and according to the individual or social function, different
literary types have been created and recreated. The infrastructure of
"descent™ in this narrative is taken from myth to modern forms. As a
result, the mythical aspect has given way to the person's obedience to
his imperfect thought and has led to his downfall to the point of death.
In the "ideal" symbolism of this image, the world built for the central
person is a place where gods and goddesses reside and stand in his
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way as "helpers” and prevent him from falling. However, in "real”
symbolism, the world created for a person is represented in a way that
has filled the person's whole life with captivity and distress.
"Repetition of experience™ happens in sleep and wakefulness, through
the literary and artistic reconstruction of "disaster", with the tools of
literary narratives such as myth, story, legend, romance, allegory,
proverb, story, virtual or non-narrative reality such as ritual. The
customs in human thought in three mental areas (child's mind,
inexperienced adult's mind (primary human), and inner child) indicate
the slowness of "biological evolution” compared to “cultural
evolution™ of human kind.
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