[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2024-12-07 ]

Literature Research Quarterly
Vol. 12, No. 2,
Summer 2024

pp. 159-187
Original Article

A Comparative Study of the Manifestations of Religious Heritage
in the Poetry of Qaisar Aminpour and Fayiz Khazur

Mahdi Farhani*

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Foreign Languages, Arabic Language and Literature, Velayat,
University, Iransher

Received date: 2023.11.01 Accepted date: 2024.07.23

Abstract

The American school of comparative literature provides a good opportunity to
examine the literary works of different nations, without the two writers necessarily
knowing each other or being influenced by each other. Common themes arising
from religious, social, cultural, historical, political and other contexts can lay a
suitable groundwork for comparative studies of this school. War is a theme that
Iranian and Palestinian writers have reflected in their works. This research examines
the signs of religious heritage in the poetry of two resistance poets, Qeysar
Aminpour and Fayiz Khaddur. These two poets, with the purpose of education and
encouragement of people to fight against the enemy, have adapted stories from the
Qur'an in their poems and have also used religious and historical characteristics.
With the educational goal of encouraging people to fight the enemies in their verse,
both poets have adopted stories from the Holy Quran and have also made use of
religious and historical figures. Both have brought the prophets Jesus (peace be
upon Them) to the realm of literature in order to make their discourse more
realistic. They have made Imam Hossein, who is the epitome of awakening,
freedom, and resistance the center of literary creation. As regards our prophet's
family, the two poets have tried to portray the sad state of society in Iran and
Palestine during the time of the rulers. But Qeysar Aminpour, by portraying social
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events during the war, wanted to invite the youth to liberate the occupied parts of
Iran. Also, both poets have depicted the ruins, destruction, and killings and
emphasized the inevitable victory of the oppressed over the oppressors.

Keywords: Comparative; resistance literature; religious heritage; resistance; Qeysar
Aminpour; Fayiz Khaddur.

Introduction

Religious heritage has always been a rich source of inspiration for poets in all
periods and all nations, as poets draw examples, themes, and literary images from
this source. World literature is also filled with many great literary works that
revolve around a religious figure or theme, or have been influenced by religious
heritage (Ashrafi Zadeh, 1997, p. 75). Comparative literature researchers also
operate at the borders of language and nationality, examining the exchange of
themes, ideas, books, and emotions between two or more literatures (Ghavayar,
1956, p. 5).

The literature of resistance emerged as a reaction to hostile occupation and the
social and economic conditions and consequences that were experienced in the
conflicts between Palestinian and Arab factions. All these circumstances led to the
suffering of the Palestinian people from various forms of hunger, disease, poverty,
and deprivation.

After the victory of the revolution and the internal crises that occurred, the
Ba’ath regime in Iraq took advantage of the opportunity and initiated an aggressive
war against the Islamic Republic, occupying many border areas and cities, forcing
the oppressed people to leave their homes. Therefore, the suffering and pain of the
Iranian people are very similar to the suffering endured by the Palestinian people.

In this research, we have compared the works of Qaysar Aminpour and Fayez
Khodor in terms of reflecting religious heritage. This research consists of two parts:
in the first part, the symbolic aspects of the poems of these two poets are examined
in relation to Quranic texts, and in the second part, the reflection of the stories of
prophets such as Joseph, Jesus, and of course, the resistance Imam, Imam Hussein,
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is examined. These are the characters that these two poets have used to present
models of leadership, self-sacrifice, and struggle against injustice and oppression,
and we have focused on the most important symbolic features centered around the
use of religious heritage as motivation for the fighters on the fronts of war and
defense of the homeland.

Research Questions

1. What role do Quranic verses and concepts play in resistance poetry?

2. How do poets incorporate Quranic verses into their poems?

What are the similarities and differences between Aminpour and Khodor in terms of
reflecting religious heritage?

Research Method
This research is written based on the principles of the American school of
comparative literature and using a descriptive-analytical method.

Research Scope
The scope of this research is the poems of Qaysar Aminpour and Fayez Khodor.

Results

Aminpour and Khodor are among the most prominent poets of Persian and Arabic
literature in terms of their commitment and dedication to all the issues of their
nations. These two poets have addressed various symbolic themes in their poetry,
most of which are derived from religious sources and contain symbolism based on
religious heritage, especially Quranic texts. This indicates the nature of the religious
culture of the poets, which they have inherited from the environment in which they
grew up. These two poets grew up in an environment that inherently had spiritual
and mystical qualities, and in which the customs of love for the Prophet’s family
were prevalent. The love for the Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet’s family) is a general
sentiment recognized in Islamic societies. However, this love includes love for all
the prophets, the Prophet of Islam, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and
his Ahl al-Bayt, especially Imam Hussein. Among the religious figures that Qaysar
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Aminpour and Fayez Khodor have used for their perseverance against the enemy,
we can mention Prophet Joseph, Prophet Jesus, and Imam Hussein. These figures in
the poems of these two poets represent nobility, love, and self-sacrifice, which the
poets convey to the oppressed, instilling in them the spirit of strength, courage, and
struggle against tyranny to restore their usurped rights. Both poets have extensively
used the stories of the prophets, especially the story of Jesus and Joseph, as well as
the story of Imam Hussein, as these religious characters are connected to the events
of their time and homeland. They illuminate the path for future generations in their
lives, as no victory is achieved without effort, no greatness without patience, and no
dignity without sacrifice.
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