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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sustainability of businesses represents a significant area of interest within entrepreneurship.
Clarifying its framework and influential factors enriches the understanding of entrepreneurial
patterns. Spiritual capital, which influences the sustainability of businesses, has been scrutinized in
this context. Spiritual capital is the capability within an organization that fosters human
interconnectedness, thereby ensuring equitable benefits within a win-win group network. It extends
the concept of capital beyond wealth, benefit, profit, and power, infusing an organization with spirit
and inspiration, and focuses on executing fundamental human values. As spiritual capital is
considered a wealth for preserving humanity and future assets, it nourishes and maintains the human
spirit. In today's increasingly competitive business world, where existing conditions fail to sustain
and ensure competitive endurance, spiritual capital in organizations can introduce a fresh perspective
in the business market that guarantees competition, profitability, and, ultimately, business
sustainability. Due to their nature and dependence on the ever-changing environment,
entrepreneurial agricultural businesses' sustainability is particularly sensitive. Additionally, given the
nature of the human resources involved in these businesses, spiritual capital could be crucial in
navigating crises and challenges and maintaining sustainability. This issue, given the lack of
extensive background and experience, is particularly pertinent for examination in the dairy farms of
Khorramabad, thus forming the basis of this research to explore the extent of the relationship
between spiritual capital and the sustainability of entrepreneurial agricultural businesses.

Research Method

This study was applied and employed a descriptive correlational method. The research population
consisted of managers from 288 dairy farming units in the Khorramabad livestock town. A sample
size 165 was estimated using the Krejcie and Morgan table and was selected through simple random
sampling. The sample size was increased to 225 to enhance response rates. Data was collected using
a questionnaire, the validity of which was confirmed by an expert panel, and its reliability was
assessed using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Descriptive statistics were analyzed using SPSS23 to
assess the status of spiritual capital and business sustainability, while inferential statistics were
performed using LISREL8.8 software to test the research hypotheses.

Results and Discussion

The descriptive analysis revealed that the study comprised 225 participants, including 49 women and
the remainder men, with the majority aged between 30 and 39. Those with a bachelor's degree were
the most represented in terms of education. Over 90% of respondents had an above-average status in
spiritual capital, with approximately 58.7% reporting a high level. Regarding business sustainability,
over 90% had positive perceptions, with about 89.1% rating it as high. The inferential statistical
analysis using LISREL software confirmed the overall model. The goodness-of-fit indices were
satisfactory, validating the overall model. Findings from the model testing indicated that spiritual
capital has a positive and significant relationship with the sustainability of dairy farming businesses
in the Khorramabad livestock town. Furthermore, all four dimensions of spiritual capital (including
attachment to God, spiritual valuation, spiritual influence, and a transcendent relationship with God)
were positively and significantly related to business sustainability.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research aimed to examine the relationship between spiritual capital and business sustainability
among dairy farms in Khorramabad. Testing the hypotheses demonstrated that integrating Islamic
values and ethical principles into business practices could greatly aid in designing sustainable
companies. Therefore, it can be said that if an individual adheres to religious values, their
commitment and responsibility to their activities increase. When people are devoted to God, they
strive to perform actions pleasing to a God who oversees their deeds. In other words, they constantly
feel the presence of a spiritual power observing their professional life situations. Belief in a watchful
and supportive creator enhances the ethical conduct of work and commitment to the dynamism and
continuity of business, which ensures long-term business sustainability. Based on the findings, it is
recommended that the Agricultural Jihad Organization of Lorestan province pay greater attention to
the variables of spiritual capital in the training courses for agricultural businesses.
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