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1. Introduction

The Pilgrim’s Progress, authored by John Bunyan (1628-1688), is one of the most renowned works
of Christian mysticism. This work depicts the stages of the spiritual journey, the stations along the
path, and the seeker’s quest for salvation. Written allegorically, it symbolizes the human soul’s
endeavor to overcome life’s challenges to reach the valley of redemption. In this mystical pilgrimage,
the protagonist, Christian, faces trials with both fear and hope, receives comfort from supportive and
encouraging figures, and encounters obstacles that lead him astray. Throughout the journey, Christian
remains suspended between positive and negative poles (guidance and aberration). As a classic
Christian narrative, The Pilgrim’s Progress proves to be a fitting text for analysis through structuralist
narratology, particularly focusing on the behavioral patterns elucidated by Greimas’s actantial model.
Consequently, this article will deal with the action sequences within the plot of the work and the
subsequent behaviors adopted by the protagonist to achieve specific goals and purposes.

2. A Brief note of previous works

The following works engage with the application of Greimas’s model in Persian literature. Dezfulian
& Colleagues (2019) conducted a study titled “Analyzing the Performative Pattern and Greimas’s
Chains in the Narrative of Rostam’s Death Based on Greimas’s Performative Pattern.” They
examined the narrative structure considering dual conflicts, as well as the syntactic pattern and
narrative chains (performative, contractual, disjunctional). In this narrative, Greimas’s pattern is at
play, with a protagonist assuming contrasting and supportive roles in different situations. Hasanzadeh
and Colleagues (2013) explored the structural analysis of the story “Az Kham_e Chambar” taking
advantage of Griemas’s theoretical framework. Their findings indicate a complete alignment between
the story and Greimas’s performative theory. Nabilou (1389) embarked on the narrative analysis of
the story “Owl and Raven” in Kalila and Demna. Considering Greimas’s perspective, he found that
this story fully conforms to Greimas’s viewpoint, with all six actors playing vivid and active roles in
the narrative.

3. Theoretical framework

The concept of discourse stands out as one of the pivotal ideas in modern thought, with applications
spanning a broad spectrum of humanities disciplines. Since this concept is intricately tied to how
language operates when we encounter the world and interact with each other, it shapes the social,
political, and cultural frameworks of our societies. One of the methods for analyzing literary texts is
based on structuralism, which involves examining texts and placing them within an organized system
of examination. Structuralism, in essence, is not a standalone science but rather a scientific approach
that seeks to define all disciplines in a systematic structure, including fields such as anthropology,
linguistics, and social sciences. Among the areas of interest for structuralists, narrative and
narratology stand out.

4. Research Methodology

Greimas, through a reductionist approach, introduced the concept of an ‘actantial model’, which
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allows us to interpret any real topic or event with a subject. This model is particularly useful for
analyzing literary texts and images. In the actantial model, an event is broken down into six
components, with the analysis focusing on the descriptive elements of each event’s actors. These
actors are structured fundamentally within a sentence, comprising the subject, object, and verb. From
an ontological perspective, each existing actor can be categorized into three groups: human beings,
creatures with instincts, and abstract concepts.
The Pilgrim’s Progress which revolves around an individual’s quest for salvation and happiness, is
often compared in significance to the sacred texts of the Christians and is considered one of the
greatest allegorical stories of all ages. The unforgettable narrative delves into the trials and
tribulations faced by a pilgrim on a perilous journey toward the celestial city. Along the way, the
main character encounters symbolic figures like Worldly Wiseman, Despair, the Talkative,
Ignorance, Demons, and the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Yet, hope and faith accompany him on
this transformative voyage. The English text of the pilgrim’s progress is divided into two parts, each
presented as a continuous narrative with various chapters.
5. Conclusion
The present study aims to analyze and interpret the behavioral pattern of Christian (the protagonist) within
the text. However, notable characters in this work include Christian, Evangelist, Mr. Soft-Heart, Help,
Self-Righteous, Worldly Wiseman, Skeptic, Hypocrisy, Ignorance, and Talkative. Throughout his
spiritual journey, Christian traverses obstacles, each stage marked by factors that serve as both aids and
obstacles. These obstacles, in order, are the City of Destruction, the Slough of Despond, the Hill of
Difficulty, the Wicket Gate, the Steep Hill, the Beautiful House, the Valley of the Shadow of Death, the
Vanity Fair, the By-Path Meadow, the Palace Beautiful, the River of Death, the Enchanted Ground,
Mount Zion, and the Celestial City. Collectively, these journeys shape the five-part narrative. Christian,
guided by reason, heartfelt belief, and the counsel of Evangelist, seeks deliverance from the dark world
of sin. Initially, Evangelist assists him in distinguishing right from wrong, overcoming obstacles, and
resisting worldly desires. Later, having attained inner purity and clarity, Christian reaches the border of
happiness and Mount Sinai. According to Greimas’s actuarial model, along this path, various factors play
the roles of hindrance and help. Guided by encouragers, interpreters, hope, patience, and others, the
protagonist overcomes obstacles. In every situation, with the guidance of encouragers, they eventually
find the right path to conquer Mount Sinai. Additionally, the analysis of The Pilgrim's Progress aligns
perfectly with the underlying structure and dual contrasts in Greimas’s actantial model. This model allows
for a comprehensive examination of all text components, revealing subplots of the characters’ actions.
The work appears as a narrative on the surface, but closer inspection reveals that it consists of five
interconnected story chains. The central importance lies with the protagonist (subject) and the goal
(object) as key agents. The protagonist (Christian) serves as the foundational pole, actively shaping events
in the narrative framework (physical and skeletal structure), and is highlighted as the central actor in each

of the five sections. The goal, initially entrusted to Christian (the Trial), later shifts to Christian and all
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true seekers of knowledge (in the dynamics and continuity of the journey). The story culminates in a
positive resolution (salvation), characteristic of cognitive knowledge narratives. Overall, this work
demonstrates the adaptability of Greimas’s actantial model, and its analytical approach facilitates a

detailed examination of such texts.
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