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Abstract

Relational morphology (RM) is a groundbreaking approach to morphology that is introduced alongside construction
morphology. In contrast to traditional views, RM posits that the relationships among lexical nodes in the lexicon
extend beyond inheritance. This means that understanding complex morphological processes requires considering
various types of relations within the lexicon. In addition to assigning a generative role to schemas, RM also
emphasizes their relational significance. To visually represent these relationships, RM utilizes a notation system
based on the parallel architecture to map out the intricate network of lexical connections. This article focuses on
exploring four intricate phenomena in word formation in the Persian language through the lens of RM. These
phenomena encompass cranberry affixes, cranberry bases, non-productive schemas, and sister constructions. By
analyzing these cases, we highlight the crucial role of relational connections within the lexical network. Specifically,
we examine horizontal and non-generative relations between words, words and schemas, and schemas. This
comprehensive analysis sheds light on how understanding these dynamic relationships can enhance our
comprehension of complex morphological processes.

Keywords: Relational morphology, Construction morphology, Cranberry affixes, Cranberry bases, Sister
constructions

Introduction

Relational Morphology, much like Construction Morphology, views morphological knowledge as a hierarchical
network of schemas and lexical items (Croft, 2001; Goldberg, 1995, 2006, 2019; Booij, 2010). While Construction
Morphology emphasizes generative schemas and inheritance relations, Relational Morphology expands on this by
considering schemas and relationships stored in the lexicon as a whole. In this framework, the term 'schema’ replaces
the concept of 'construction’, with an added focus on relationships (Jackendoff and Audring, 2022). The theory of parallel
architecture (Jackendoff, 1997) has led to a more detailed notation system in Relational Morphology, which highlights the
connections between different components of elements.

Schemas in Relational Morphology serve both generative and relational functions, with an emphasis on the latter
within the lexical network. This approach underscores the importance of motivation within the lexical network, where
the relationships between lexical nodes drive motivation (Jackendoff and Audring, 2022). By examining various types of
relations, Relational Morphology provides insights into word formation phenomena that have previously lacked
thorough analysis. For instance, the concept of cranberry suffixes, like in the word ‘angoshtar' meaning 'ring’, where the
affix '-ar' does not hold any inherent meaning or recurring function in Persian morphology (Jackendoff and Audring, 2020).
Similarly, the phenomenon of words with identifiable suffixes and cranberry bases, such as 'olaviyyat' meaning
‘priority', sheds light on the complexity of Persian word formation.

Furthermore, the exploration of sister schemas uncovers pairs of words with systematic semantic and formal
relationships that do not serve as bases for each other, like 'kuzegar' (potter) and 'kuzegari' (pottery), or 'bandbaz'
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(ropewalker) and 'bandbazi' (rope walking). These phenomena are not isolated occurrences but are common within the
Persian language, highlighting the nuanced relationships between words in the lexicon.

Materials and Methods

Following the framework of relational morphology (Jackendoff and Audring 2020a and b), the study mulls over the
intricacies of Persian word formation and emphasizes the importance of analyzing the horizontal and static relationships
within the hierarchical lexicon network. These phenomena encompass words with cranberry affixes, words with
cranberry bases, schemas with purely relational functions, and sister schemas. The research data was sourced from the
Reverse Dictionary of Zansu (Kashani, 1993).

Discussion of results and conclusions

Examining the aforementioned phenomena highlights the significance of horizontal and static relationships within the
Persian lexicon. Understanding and considering these relationships are essential in gaining insight into these
phenomena. When exploring words with cranberry affixes, it becomes evident that their horizontal connections with
other lexical components contribute to their clarity. Despite this, they still maintain a distinct internal structure and
transparency. Similarly, words with cranberry bases showcase static relationships with the schemas that govern them.
Moreover, we delved into specific schemas of Persian word formation that have relational roles without being
generative. The discussion of sister schemas revealed their interdependent nature, emphasizing the absence of a
hierarchical relationship between them. These sister schemas provide further evidence of the importance of horizontal
relationships in the Persian lexical network. Beyond generative relations, other types of relationships play a crucial role
in these phenomena, serving as a driving force for investigation. By considering various relationships within the lexical
network, relational morphology offers a framework for a more comprehensive description and analysis of Persian
morphological knowledge.
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