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With the establishment of the Safavid state in 1501, Lala
Hiseyin Bey emerged as the de facto most powerful figure,
assuming the roles of vakil (regent) and Amir al-umera
(commander-in-chief). Concurrently, Zakariyya Kojaji, a
former Aqgoyunlu vizier, was appointed as grand vizier.
Consequently, the institution of grand vizierate, traditionally the
highest position after the ruler, transitioned into the Safavid
institution of vakalet (regency). While the grand vizierate
persisted, it had lost significance, becoming a divan office
primarily dealing with financial matters.

After eight years, Lala Hiiseyin Bey was dismissed by Shah
Ismail; however, the institution of regency continued. Rather
than abolishing the regency, Shah Ismail appointed five
individuals of Tajik origin to serve as vakils. By doing so, he
aimed to limit the power of the Qizilbash, a group he perceived
as a threat to the authority of the shahdom. The Qizilbash elites
opposed this policy and demonstrated their oppositionin various
ways. This article seeks to elucidate the role, nature, and
changes of the institution of regency during Shah Ismail's reign
by examining the careers of these regents, shedding light on the
complex dynamics of power and authority in the Safavid state.
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