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Abstract

The relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America after
the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran have been among the most sensitive and, at the
same time, complex types of international relations between countries. The behavioral pattern
of both sides over the past four decades has been one of conflict. The United States, over the
past decades, has employed various strategies to confront the Islamic Republic of Iran, one of
which has been containment. Therefore, the main objective of this article is to examine the
components of the strategic confrontation of the U.S. in the framework of the containment
strategy and the counter-policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In line with this objective, the
main question of the article is posed as: What components did the U.S. containment strategy
toward Iran consist of, and what has been its outcome? This research is qualitative, and the
method employed is documentary study based on a descriptive-analytical approach.
Furthermore, library sources and internet searches have been used for data collection. The
findings of the research indicate that containing Iran after the Islamic Revolution has always
been one of the main pillars of U.S. policy in the West Asia region. Recent regional
developments show that the containment strategy toward Iran has failed, and Iran's effective
presence and influence in the region have not only not decreased but have, in fact, increased
day by day.

Keywords: United States of America, Islamic Republic of Iran, Containment Strategy,
Responsibility Shifting, Balancing.
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