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Abstract

Introduction: Although deterrence can be traced back to the military
literature and the writings of Carl von Clausewitz, deterrence theory
neverthelessflourished in the Post-World War 1l era and after the
advent of nuclear weapons. The deterrence strategy is especially
important in some regions such as the Middle East, Eurasia and South
Asia, which are among the most intense conflict zones in the world.
Research question: What are the conceptual coordinates of the
internationalization of deterrence as a theoretical framework and its
application to Iran's deterrence strategy in the peripheral regions?
Research hypothesis: In response to the main question of the article,
using the case study method, the author proposes the concept of
internationalization of deterrence and examines its application first by
the great powers of the world and then by Iran in its peripheral regions
including the Middle East, Eurasia and South Asia. The
internationalization of deterrence means a situation where the
deterrent power provides part of its military and security capabilities
including weapons, forces, and allies to other actors who intend to
raise the level of deterrence, increase its effectiveness and expands its
geographical scope, thereby creating fundamental changes in the
strategic calculations of a potential aggressor. Internationalization of
deterrence using missile power and paramilitary groups has been a
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part of Iran's military and security strategy in peripheral regions
including he Middle East, Eurasia and South Asia.

Methodology and theoretical framework: In this research, using
Qualitative case study method, the concept of internationalization of
deterrence and its application by Iran at the regional and global level
has been analyzed. This paper presents the theoretical framework of
the internationalization of deterrence. In the framework of this theory,
political actors in the field of world politics transfer part of their
military and weapons capacity to allied actors with the aim of
strengthening deterrence.

Results and discussion: Deterrence theory flourished after World War
Il and after the advent of nuclear weapons. The United States as the
first nuclear power, maintained a monopoly on nuclear weapons for
four years. During the Cold War, as part of the nuclear sharing policy,
the United States deployed tactical nuclear weapons in Europe to
counterbalance the conventional superiority of the Warsaw Pact
countries. Nuclear sharing was in fact a kind of internationalization of
US nuclear deterrence. In addition to nuclear deterrence, world
powers internationalized their conventional deterrence at lower levels.
The deployment of Jupiter missiles in Turkey, the deployment of
Soviet missiles in Cuba, the deployment of the American and Soviet
missiles on European soil, and the AUKUS treaty are among the most
important examples of internationalization of conventional deterrence
after World War 11. The collapse of the Soviet Union, the end of the
Cold War and the emergence of new threats such as terrorism, cyber
attacks and limited wars, caused a change in the deterrence strategy of
countries and more attention to improving conventional deterrence.
Iran is one of the countries that has changed its conventional
deterrence strategy in the last few decades. The 1979 revolution can
be considered as the origin of Iran's proxy deterrence because one of
its most important goals was the export of its revolutionary thinking
for the freedom of the nations of the region. Although this ideal did
not change any country in the region, it aligned some groups in
Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, Syria, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
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etc. with Iran’s regional doctrine. The 8-year Iran-lraq war can be
considered as the source of Iran's missile deterrence. In the early years
after the victory of the revolution, the structure of Iran's military
forces was practically in disarray. Saddam Hussein also tried to use
this opportunity to achieve his expansionist goals in the oil-rich areas
of Iran. During the war, while the Iragi army had access to many
conventional and unconventional weapons from 80 countries, Iran was
under arms embargo and in order to receive a limited number of
missiles, it had to enter into tough diplomatic and military
negotiations with four countries: Syria, Libya, North Korea, and
China. After the end of the war, the development of the missile
program became a key to Iran's deterrence strategy. Due to arms
embargoes and financial problems after the war, Iran first built its
pillars of deterrence on the two bases of proxy and missile deterrence,
and in the second stage, it internationalized its deterrence in peripheral
regions such as the Middle East, Eurasia and South Asia,
Conclusion: The 1979 revolution and the 8-year war with Iraq
prompted Iran to use a different deterrence strategy in its peripheral
regions in order to internationalize its deterrence. Financial problems
after the 8-year war with Iraq, as well as arms embargos, led Iran to
internationalize its deterrence using missile power and allied groups.
This policy has changed the strategic calculations of possible
aggressive powers and has prevented a new large-scale war against
Iran.
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