The State Studies Quarterly

Vol 9, No. 36, Winter 2024, pp 243-280.
https://tssq.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/tssq.2024.62174.1125

() ATU
DMAl | PRESS

A Study of the Rule of Law in the Thought and Action of
Mirza Taghikhan Amirkabir

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Sciences,
Ali Babaei* Islamic Azad University Branch shirvan chardavol, llam,
Iran. .

Student, Department of Political Sciences, Islamic Azad

Kamal Pouladi University, Chalus Branch, Chalus, Iran.

Abstract

Examining the special place of Mirza Tagi Khan Amirkabir in the
contemporary history of Iran requires attention to his understanding of the
"Janusian face of modernity". According to historical sociology, modernity
has a dual and interrelated nature, whose objective, civilizational aspect
emphasizes the development and progress of civilizational, economic,
scientific, and technical elements, and its subjective aspect. On the importance
of cultural achievements, freedom of mankind, equality, democracy,
pluralism, and law, which is manifested in the philosophical language of Kant
and Hegel in the concept of "self-founded reason™; in this article, we aim to
find out how Amir Kabir, as a great reformer of our society, thought about the
relationship between two-faceted elements of modernity. Therefore, the
article aims to examine some of the concepts and themes in the reformist
system of Amir Kabir, which were previously unknown in the intellectual
atmosphere of Iran during the Qajar era. Therefore, the research method of the
article is analytical-descriptive and tries to reread the formulation of the
concepts by analyzing the understanding of the reformist agent about new
concepts for Iran's way out of the crisis. The findings of the article indicate
that Amir Kabir's emphasis on the "idea of constitution™ shows his correct
understanding of the necessity of using the dual achievements of modernity.
Based on this, we have critically examined the position of "law" in his
intellectual and practical system.

Rereading the thought of Mirza Tagi Khan Amirkabir and the need to think
about the developments of the last two centuries in Iran is important for us for
many reasons. First, with the emergence of Amir Kabir, modernity as the
dominant thought of the new era has spread across the borders of the European
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continent and subjected the passive world of the East, including the "post-
Turkmen Chai" Iran, which insists on the traditions of politics and statecraft,
to an all-out attack. Was. Modernity gave originality to new concepts such as
rationalism, scientism, humanism, the centrality of experience, and legalism,
which were alien to the established realities of 19th century Iran. Therefore,
the claims of modern thought not only did not have a place in the field of
Iranian thought and practice of the Arabs but its influence and expansion,
contrary to the conventional procedure, led to the enrichment and
independence of the society's action against the authoritarianism and
activeness of the government, which resulted in a political challenge.
Secondly, modernity, which in its historical nature had conflicting aspects;
evidential, practical, or "objective" which emphasized development, progress,
or material and economic progress, requires the achievement of any progress
in the economic, trade union, and military fields. He knew the conditions of
transition from weakness to strength in objective dimensions and on the other
hand; Its second aspect, which was personal, mental, and "subjective",
emphasized the importance of cultural elements, which in Jirgen Habermas's
thought emphasizes the relational aspect of modernity and the character of
human liberation from the interference and limitations of the system, as a
whole as a machine of action. It seemed that the strong and historical
foundation of "Tradition" was destroyed.

Many researchers have studied the era of Qajar rule. The early part of the 13th
century, parallel to the second half of the 19th century AD, is called the "age
of no news or the history of privileges in Iran" (Timouri, 1337), the period of
deepening of the "conflict between society and the state" (Katouzian, 1380)
and the era of the emergence of the lasting conflict between "tradition and
modernity" (Zibakalam)., 1378) know. Most historians think that the reforms
of the 13th century were the reforms of the "bureaucrat elite" in the middle of
the king or the head of the pyramid, the government officials, and the Iranian
society of that day. This group of bureaucratic reformers wanted to: "bring the
government and its position that was in the sky down to earth, limit its power
and authority by law, the possibility of dealing with its policies and finally
auditing and to provide an account of its effectiveness, in a word, their goal
was not to dismantle the individual absolute government and replace it with
the people's elected government; Rather, they tried to put the bridle of
constitutionalism on the mouth of the horse of autocracy.

Keywords: Modernity, Reforms, Amir Kabir, Constitution, Rule of
Law.
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