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A comparative study of clean energy policy in the
sustainable development of China and United States

Arsalan Ghorbani Sheikhneshin®, Shirin Haddad Zand?

Abstract
The developments of the 21st century led transformations in the world's

1- Professor of International Relations , Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran ghorbani@khu.ac.ir

2- PhD Student of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran sh.haddad@khu.ac.ir



mailto:ghorbani@khu.ac.ir
mailto:sh.haddad@khu.ac.ir

environment in such a way that the issues related to environmental
developments and events turned from a domestic issue into a global one.
Therefore, in recent decades, attention has been paid to the issue of
environment and the use of new policies for solving them, such as the use of
clean energy policy in the process of sustainable development in many
countries. Chinese and American statesmen have taken effective steps to
increase the use of environmental policy in order to achieve the goals of
sustainable development. The main question of this research: What role has
the use of clean energy in the politics of China and the United States in
order to achieve sustainable development? In response to this hypothesis, it
is investigated with a comparative-historical method that China and the
United States have been able to meet the goals based on the sustainable
development of society by using various policies in the field of clean energy
renewable. Nevertheless, it seems that China, through the use of new
policies, giving priority to clean energy etc., has been able to overtake the
United States in the use of renewable energy and has been able to implement
a part of its sustainable development policy with the balance between
energy security and environmental protection.

Keywords: environment, sustainable development, clean energy, China,
United States

Extended abstract:
The developments of the 21st century led to transformations in the world's
environment in such a way that the issues related to environmental
developments and events turned from a domestic issue into a global one.
Today, most of the environmental problems have brought the ntion to the
mutual and inseparable dependence of the environment with human macro
issues, especially the concept of sustainable development.Therefore, in
recent decades, attention has been paid to the issue of environment and the
use of new policies for solving them, such as the use of clean energy policy
in the process of sustainable development in many countries. Chinese and
American statesmen have taken effective steps to increase the use of
environmental policy in order to achieve the goals of sustainable
development. Therefore, Beijing's efforts to diversify its resources as a
strategy for energy security and to provide human security as a main aim in
its domestic politics; it placed the issue of environment and the using of
clean energy instead of fossil fuels at the forefront of his energy policy.
American politicians, by realizing the importance of environmental security
as international security and as an influential indicator in the process of
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achieving sustainable development, applied new policies of using clean
energy at the forefront of their energy policy ,too.

The issue of protecting the environment and preventing its
destruction is one of the most important challenges facing the world
community and is inextricably linked with the concept of sustainable
development. Therefore, nowadays, developmental policy is not the only
one accepted by the politicians of the countries, but we should refer to a
higher concept that includes different aspects of human life and does not
comprise only the economic and social dimensions;but but also includes the
use of natural resources and the effects of development on the environment.
Thus, the theoretical framework of this paper is based on the conceptual
framework founded on environment and sustainable development. The goals
of sustainable development and the close connection with the issue of the
environment, are the motives that balancing the use of natural resources and
reducing the use of fossil energies are considered two of the goals of
sustainable development.

The methodology of this article is based on comparative and historical
method, and its information is collected by using internet and library
methods. The main question of this research: What role has the use of clean
energy in the politics of China and the United States in order to achieve
sustainable development? In response to this hypothesis, it is investigated
with a comparative-historical method that China and the United States have
been able to meet the goals based on the sustainable development of society
by using various policies in the field of clean energy renewable.
Nevertheless, it seems that China, through the use of new policies, giving
priority to clean energy etc., has been able to overtake the United States in
the use of renewable energy and has been able to implement a part of its
sustainable development policy with the balance between energy security
and environmental protection.

This article consists of three main parts, starting with the conceptual
framework and ending with the conclusion. At first, China's clean energy
strategy for sustainable development is examined, which has two separate
parts China's policy and investment in this field. In the second step, the
clean energy strategy of the United States is examined in the two parts of
policy and investment in the field of clean energy. The third part, the main

part of the article, explains the China’s and the United States of America’s
clean energy strategy in the framework of sustainable development.

Finally, this article comes to the conclusion that the China’s and the United
States use of clean energy strategy in order to achieve sustainable
development is a suitable model for Iranian statesmen to take effective steps



in this direction by examining varied and efficient policies. These strategies
not only have a great impact on reducing environmental pollution; rather,
the use of efficient policies in the path of using clean energy has become
one of the main components in the development of countries.

Keywords: environment, sustainable development, clean energy, China,
United States
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