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Introduction

In the narrowness of tradition and modernity, Islamic thought has no way but to critically
read its intellectual tradition. This re-reading is only possible through contemporary
conflicts and any re-reading of the past is used as a weapon in contemporary conflicts and
redefines enemy and friend. In this article, four traditional, trans-traditional, modern and
post-modern strategic discourses are explained based on the level and scope of
application, approach and nature of the conflict. Contemporary reinterpretations of
Ghazali's thought, which have been identified in five groups: Neo-Messihi, Neo-msha'i,
Neo-ashaari, Neo-Mutzaleh, and Neo-Khosravani, are evaluated according to strategic
discourses, and in each group, important thinkers and the main sources read from Ghazali
are introduced. And the underlying points of their reading are discussed; Each group tries
to attribute Ghazali's creativity among the Islamic currents of thought to their tradition,
and the decline of philosophical thinking after him to Ghazali's influence by the enemy's
opinions. Examining contemporary readings of Ghazali presents a picture of currents such
as westernization, fundamentalism, and secularism in the contemporary Islamic world.

Imam Mohammad Ghazali is one of the most important thinkers of the Islamic era of Iran, who
was born in 450 Hijri in Tus. He studied in the cities of Neishabur and Jurjan with professors
like Jovini and Farmadi and became an all-time leader in various Islamic sciences.
As a thinker who has had significant writings in all intellectual genres of his time from the
point of view of researchers and writers after him, Ghazali's opponents are forced to react to
him and determine the task of their thought with him. After Ghazali, you can't be indifferent to
him or you should follow him or oppose him! For this reason, Ghazali's contemporary readings
of him are important. In fact, in contemporary re-readings of Ghazali, we see their accounts of
the reasons for the success and decline of the Islamic world. These narratives are used for
different strategic purposes. That is, each of them uses the cause of the decline of the Islamic
world, as they have already found in Ghazali's thought, for a specific purpose. Certain purposes
may be pursued from the heart of a narrative.
What is happening to Iran strategically, in terms of the problem it is facing, i.e. the decline of
rationality, has a relationship with Ghazali's thought. This article is written based on the importance
of rereading Ghazali's thought in the face of reason and science in Islamic countries, especially Iran.
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The article has tried to show what the strategic efforts in facing Ghazali were and what is the
relationship of each narrative with the characteristics of power in the contemporary era. Without an
answer to Ghazali's narrative and logic, it will not be possible to leave the Taslib tradition in Iran
and the Islamic world in a fundamental way. In this sense, this article has a practical and, of course,
strategic approach to Iran's intellectual and philosophical issues.

Methodology

The application of the concept of strategy in military and defense sciences has been
common for a long time. Even today, this concept has a special place in economic and
management sciences. But the use of strategy and strategic studies in political thought is
not very common. However, according to the developments that have taken place in the
concept of strategy in our time, this concept can also be used in politics.

The evolution of strategic thought is not separate from the history of evolution of philosophy
and thought, so it can be divided into ancient or traditional, middle or ultra-traditional, modern
and post-modern periods (Mozaheri and Agrabparast, 2009: pp. 67-86). Based on the evolution
of strategic thinking in the above-mentioned four discourses, Reza Khalili defines the
parameters of each discourse as follows: social context, definition, approach, level, attitude,
logic and essence (Khalili, 2013: p. 121- 137). The level of application of strategic thinking is
determined by its social context. Social levels and mutual relations between them define
strategic thinking and define its approach and attitude. Khalili's focus on military and security
affairs is in the evolution of strategic thinking.

Table (1). Indicators of the evolution of strategic discourses - with

changes taken from Khalili, 2013, p. 137

Postmodern - Transcendent Traditional
discourse et disslise discourse discourse
universe nation Ummat Cult-sect Strategy level
persuasion Competition dispute Cooperation Strategy approach
Discourse objective/subjective objective subjective the nature

Result and Discussion

Contemporary readings of Ghazali: Contemporary readings of Ghazali can be classified
into several narratives. Naturally, there is no complete uniformity within each narrative,
and each thinker uses his strategic discourse to reread Ghazali and unravel his knot of
thought, but what has caused different thinkers to be classified strategically in one
narrative are presuppositions, methods and sources. It is from Ghazali that is noticed. The
contemporary narratives of Ghazali in the order we will examine are as follows: Neo-
Christian or Western, Neo-msha'i, Neo-asha'ari, Neo-mu'tzaleh and Neo-Khosravani.

Table (2). Analysis and review of contemporary strategic readings of

Ghazali
Approach Strategy hypothesis thinkers Critical Review
Lack of comparative
- : Islamic thought is the Trigger, study of the
Orle:qtalls m‘c))(éztrn margin of Greek or Laoust, relationship between
Christian thought Gillespie myth and wisdom in
the East and the West
The basis of faith is trust Soroush, Ignoring the negative
Ash'ari Traditional - Ghazali is the thinker of Tajik, role of fatalism in the
the Islamic world Qadri decline of thinking
il Ghazali's Iranian views Abu Zaid, Ignoring the Iranian
Mu'tazili modern have caused the Abed Al- foundations of Islamic-
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deterioration of Islamic Jabari Arabic thought
thinking

Failure to pay

- Ultra The basic concordance of Dmanl,' attention to the
Msha'i s N Ardakani, . . N
traditional revelation and reason Halabi historical requirements
of thinking
Continuity of Iranshahri's Lack of comparative
Khosrava modern thought in the opinions of Tabatabai investigation of the

ni the thinkers of the Iranian origin of

Islamic period Sufism

If the non-Christian attitude insists on the marginality of the Iranian thought of the Islamic
period compared to the Greek thought, its conclusion is not out of two situations. The
result is either Westernism and pure imitation of Western ideologies, or fundamentalism.
Of course, this last result is also the result of Neo-asharian's insistence on trust.
Mashayoun's new thinking is also suffering from a historical problem, because it has
forgotten that in today's world it is not possible to reunite reason and religion as it was in
the past. They are looking for unity in an age whose essential feature is plurality.

Conclusion

Ghazali, as a writer who coordinates all the intellectual currents of the Golden Age of
Islam in his thought, is the focal point of the Iranian Islamic tradition. Many consider him
to be the peak of the flourishing of Islamic thought, and many consider him to be the
beginning of the descent of thinking in Islam. In the contemporary era, when the Islamic
world and Iran are facing an identity crisis, thinking about the basics of tradition has been
revived. Therefore, there have been many readings of the golden period of Islamic
thought in general and of Ghazali in particular.

In this sense, according to the authors, the most appropriate way to reread Islamic thought
in general and Ghazali in particular is in the reading of Neo-mutzliyon and Neo-
khusranion. Both are similar in adopting a modern approach. Both of them are similar in
the basic nature of Iran, of course, Neo-mu'tazilion is negative and Neo-khusravani is
positive. But it should not be forgotten that the confrontation between Iran and the Arab
world is not the confrontation of two identical and equal poles. Neo-mu'tazilion's
emphasis on Arab reason is an emphasis on an ethnic and cultural nation. But the neo-
Khosravani's emphasis on Iran is an emphasis on the political nation. The ethnic and
cultural nation will not lead to freedom (Barbieh, 2013, pp. 213-227), in the event that
Iran is unity at the same time as plurality and can be the basis of a new political nation.

Keywords: Imam Mohammad Ghazali, Strategic Thinking, Contemporary Political

Thought, Khosravani.
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