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Introduction

Post-colonialism is considered to be a collection of researches in the field of cultural and
political effects of European colonialism on colonized societies. The concept of "post"”
refers to the period after the beginning of colonialism, which has continued until now, and
the task of post-colonialism is to investigate the factors of the continuation of colonial
influence in the post-independence period, and it is considered a theory about the
discourse of colonialism (Ashcroft et al., 2000: 352). This theoretical approach analyzes
the colonial discourse with a critical attitude and emphasis on colonial consequences, and
seeks to understand the current situation through rethinking and analyzing the past
(McLean, 2009: 47). Postcolonial studies are a cultural analysis that seeks to expand
theoretical structures and criticizes and protests the hegemonic way of the West regarding
the attitude to issues (Yang, 2012: 14). Therefore, post-colonialism pays attention to both
the objective reality and the material world and studies the specific ways of perceiving
reality, culture, representation and knowledge (Gandhi, 1998: 95). Postcolonial studies
show that institutionalized knowledge is always subject to forces such as colonialism,

nation, political geography and history (Shome & Hegde, 2002: 104). Thus, the economic

and political dominance of the West is always seen with the formulation and creation of
discourses in which the moral superiority of the European powers was confirmed without
the least doubt or veiling. It was emphasized (Boyen, and Rattansi, 1990: 419).

In Iran, the influence of the West since 1800 AD started with Russian and then British
military pressure. The harsh treaties of Golestan in 1813 and Turkmenchai in 1828 by
Russia and the Treaty of Paris in 1830 by England were the beginnings of economic
influence in Iran. Thus, military defeats led to diplomatic concessions, concessions
Diplomacy led to commercial concessions, commercial concessions paved the way for
economic influence, weakened the economic influence of traditional industries, and as a
result severe social disturbances emerged (Abrahamian, 2008: 67-66). After the
occupation of Iran at the beginning of World War Il and after the fall of Reza Shah's
government, the opportunity for the activity and competition of the Western powers in a
new form of interference and pressure expanded, which made the signs of instability in
Iran's government more obvious (Foran, 1993: 401-401).
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and tyranny (Upton, 1960: 120). Mohammad Mossadegh, the nationalist prime minister of
Iran in 1330-32, rejected the positive balance policy (Abrahamian, 1982: 177-178) and
implemented the stubborn policy of negative balance in the field of foreign policy with
the aim of guaranteeing the country's independence from the domination of any foreign
interference as well as constitutionalism at home. You think about the country
(Gazirowski, 2005: 22). The ultimate goal of this policy was complete independence in
managing internal affairs and fighting against racism, colonialism and imperialism,
supporting national liberation movements, and creating a just world peace and a just
world economic system (Kaul, 1981: 27).

However, Mossadegh's fate was accompanied by the nationalization of Iran's oil industry
and his own political downfall. Mossadegh's political fall can be understood from
different angles. Mossadegh is known as a nationalist and anti-colonial leader in the
dominant narrative of lIran's contemporary history. This research seeks to understand it
through the lens of Mossadegh's thought. To what extent is the fall of Mossadegh's
government, which was accompanied by a coup d'état and America's dominance over
Iran’s political and economic life, related to Mossadegh himself, his thinking and actions?
Has Mossadegh unconsciously been associated with the dominant political will of
colonialism? Was Mossadegh a passive resistance against colonialism or an active
resistance? And finally, what was Mossadegh's idea of identity and what effect did this
idea have in relation to the colonial West? In Mossadegh's thought, is "self" a factor of
resistance or a reproducer of the dominant colonial discourse?

Methodology

The current research is one of the type of historical sociology, based on its nature in the
field of fundamental research, and in terms of its goal, it seeks interpretation and
understanding. The data collection method is also a documental one that is more useful in
historical research. The main source of research is the book "Doctor Mossadegh's Letters"
which is collected in two volumes. In the first volume, 553 letters and manuscripts and in
the second volume 693 letters from Mossadegh, addressed to domestic and foreign natural
and legal persons, have been published. Based on the qualitative approach of the research,
to interpret and understand Mossadegh's thought, using purposeful sampling of letters
with double opposition, they were selected and categorized into two sections, before and
after the coup, to analyze the eight-stage deconstruction of David Boje and then post-
colonial reading for both periods is taken.

Deconstruction is a type of text reading that tries to discover the presuppositions inside a
text. This term was coined by the contemporary French philosopher Jacques Derrida with
a not very clear meaning: ‘“Deconstruction refers to a special method in reading texts
whose purpose is to destabilize the focus or center of the text based on the semantic
elements taken from its surroundings” (Derrida and Rorty, 2006: 31). This demeaning of
the text and thus revealing the internal possibilities of the text is revealed in his famous
sentence: “Nothing is outside the text” (Derrida, 1976: 233); But his meaning of text “is
not limited to graphics, books, or even speech... what | call text includes all real,
economic-historical, institutional-social structures and, in general, all possible sources of
power” (Derrida, 1995: 168). Derrida's reading of deconstruction shows that the text is the
refuge of conflicting logics that are often ignored or left out of view (Peters and Burbules,
2004: 129). Derrida shows that the text he reads is not dominated by intentional structures
that express a preconceived view of the text's meaning (Derrida, 1982: 17).

Despite Derrida's denial that deconstruction is a method in his letter "To a Japanese
Friend", Derrida states simply and clearly: Deconstruction is not a method and cannot
become a (state) (Derrida, 1991: 273) and that it is something that occurs (Derrida, 1990:
85), some Derrida such as David Boje have gone beyond this limit, trying to systematize
deconstruction and use it as a strategy for narrative criticism. Therefore, Boje in practice
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goes beyond the Derridian interpretation of deconstruction goes and considers
deconstruction as a kind of critical analysis method and designs the following eight-stage
model for deconstructive criticism (Boje, 2008: 156):

. Searching for binary oppositions

. Reinterpreting the hierarchy

. Deleted voices

. Another side of narration

. Negation of Plot

. Find the exception

. Read between the lines

. Rearranging

Result and Discussion

The present analysis seeks to answer this question: Is Mossadegh's thought a reflection of
colonial discourse or a reflection of anti-colonial resistance? What does Mossadegh's
intellectual structure represent about the self and the other? The information obtained
from the deconstruction of Mossadegh's text should now be combined with post-colonial
reading in order to reveal the issue of colonialism and resistance in the thought of the
contemporary anti-colonialist leader of Iran.

The findings of the current research show that Mossadegh is a selective leader and tries to
act with active resistance in a two-way relationship with the West to combine western
legalism and democracy with his native identity. According to Mossadegh, in order to get
rid of the shackles of colonialism, Iranian society needs to adopt the positive side of the
West, namely true democracy, in order to have an efficient political and social
organization. He considers Iran's state system regressive because it holds free elections on
the surface, but is actually under the influence of colonialists and prevents the formation
of an independent and free state.

Although one of the tools of the domination of the colonial discourse is “otherization”;
The post-colonial reading of Mossadegh's letters shows that Mossadegh reverses the
process of otherization to confront the dominant colonial discourse. In other words, in the
general narrative of the text, these are the native informants and the colonial states who
are placed in a different position. In Mossadegh's thought, colonialism seeks economic
privileges and political domination by influencing native informants. Therefore,
Mossadegh has put the colonialist West and the government system (affiliated statesmen)
in the same line because they are an obstacle to the Iranian independence movement. Of
course, in the period before the coup, Mossadegh did not have a single image of the West
and believed that by trusting the free countries of the world, including the United States,
one could fight against the colonialist imperialist countries. However, as Homi Bhabha
says, the presentation of the “other” as an “incomplete self” is not only a repressive or
possessive act for the colonizer, but the colonized is also caught in the game of desire and
fantasy - a product of the colonial context. And the result of imitating the colonizer is
often a fake, vague and dark copy that becomes threatening to him. Therefore, despite his
denial of the superiority of the West, Mossadegh criticizes the elements of his native
culture in some cases.

Conclusion

In general, Mossadegh does not see Iran and the West as having an inherent and
integrated identity. The identity of the Iranian self and the other of the West is a hybrid of
both. By combining colonialism and democracy, the West has drawn its own identity and
established another Iranian identity. Iranian identity is also a combination of local positive
elements and colonial heritage. Therefore, the superiority of the West and the inferiority
of Iran are not inherent and formed in connection with each other. Mossadegh does not
equate the West with colonialism, and he does not consider Iranian society to be devoid of
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elements of resistance and civilization. In Mossadegh's system of thought, "self" is
identified through the imitation and blending of native culture with the desirable
characteristics of the colonialist culture. With selectivity from the West, in the text of
Mossadegh's letters, the Iranian political scene is represented as static and passive, which
is the product of the colonial influence of foreigners and the exclusion of the people. In
fact, behind the narrative of the text and the many dichotomies that exist between the
colonized (Iran) and the colonialist (West), there is a general rule, which is the attempt to
develop a new discourse to free oneself from the psychological constraints of colonialism.
Mossadegh also criticizes the colonized for internalizing the image that the colonizers
drew of them as a "subordinate" identity. Mossadegh wants the formation of a third
identity and turning it into a center of resistance against the colonial discourse. Therefore,
Mossadegh's thought is a reflection of the active anti-colonial resistance that takes
advantage of the internal contradictions of the colonial discourse.

Keywords: Postcolonialism, Identity, Deconstruction, Mohammad Mossadegh,
Colonialism
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