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Introduction

In the process of the Islamic revolution, there were many discourses, each of which was
presented through its own media tools and played an effective role in creating the Islamic
revolution. Among them leftist and religious discourses were most well-known, each of
which had its own audience, speakers, and propaganda tools. Each of the two discourses,
religious and left, had their thinkers and intellectual forces, and their works had left an
important impact on readers and audiences. Each of books of the religious discourse has
played an important role in the process and formation of revolutionary ideas among
experts and revolutionary political parties. At that time, book was the most important
intellectual food for these discourses and was considered as a tool for the hegemony of
revolutionary discourses among the religious, nationalist and left streams. Therefore, it is
clear that book toll was common among all fighters. The religious discourse included two
sub-discourses of revivalist thinkers (Noandishan e Mojaded) and modern thinkers
(Noandishan e Motajaded). The main question of the current research is how to analyze
the content of the works of religious discourse in the Islamic Revolution based on the
method of James Paul Gee theory?

Methodology

The method used in this article is discourse analysis with the help of the discourse
analysis theory of James Paul Gee. The discourse analysis used in the present research
provides two important possibilities. First, it indicates that from what elements and
components the text is made of. Second, it shows linguistic acts that are performed in the
text, which is another expression of the type of relationships between the elements in the
text. Also, based on these methods, it is possible to analyze the unseen and unspoken
aspects of the texts to finally get a precise understanding of the governing structure of the
texts.

Result and Discussion
In his theory, Paul Gee raises seven questions that should be answered in order to analyze

* Corresponding Author:

Abbas Keshavarz Shokri, Ph.D. va
E-mail: keshavarz@shahed.ac.ir



https://orcid.org/0009-0003-2679-4945
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7686-6578
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1915-235X
https://doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2023.490
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Research Letter of Political Science

Summer 2023, Volume XVI11, Number 3, pp.79-120

a discourse. First, what dimensions of the reality (social and political) have been
highlighted? Second, which social and political identities are displayed? Third, how are
human relations and what kind of social and political relations have been built? Fourth,
what kind of meaningful links have been created between things (objects, events,
phenomena, sentences, etc.) as well as between things and people? Fifth, what practices
(social actions) whether linguistic or non-linguistic have been done to deal with
problems? Sixth, what kind of policy is there about the distribution of social benefits?
Seventh, which symbolic and knowledge systems are considered appropriate, valid and
privileged? Accordingly we try to answer these questions regarding the books that are
examined in this article.

The results of the research show that regarding the first question, dimensions that have
become prominent and highlighted are including the establishment of justice in the
society through the formation of an Islamic government, the spread of secular streams due
to the passive movements of seminaries, an Islamic jurist as leader of the Islamic
government and a the highest reference of the society, having the character of justice by
the Islamic jurist in charge of guardianship , law, freedom, independence, the existence of
reform movements in the history of Islam, the nationwide nature of protests in the country
and the entry of all guilds and groups into gatherings, and monotheism as a social and
political reality.

about the second question, some of social and political identities that are displayed in
religious discourse works are as follow: leader of the Islamic government, the Islamic
jurist in charge of guardianship (jurist guardian), the creditable guardianship and the
constitutive guardianship, Seyyed Jamaluddin Asadabadi, Sheikh Mohammad Abdo,
Abdulrahman Kawakbi, Parviz Khorsand, the Ashura incident, Personality and spiritual
characteristics of authors of the books themselves after leaving the prison, the role and
identity character of teachers and cultivators in the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the
identity role of the army and military personnel in the process of the Islamic Revolution,
the initial uprising, the defensive uprising, the Kufa movement, worldly persons, God
worshipers, the prophet Noah, the prophet Abraham, the prophet Joseph, the prophet
Jesus, the prophet Muhammad, Imam Ali.

Responding the third question the established social and political relations are as follow:
dividing economic systems into two categories of oppressed and oppressed people,
Seyyed Jamal Asadabadi's familiarity with the thoughts of the Shia and Sunni
communities and his role in the formation of the social and political structure of that time,
considering meeting and dialogue between Imam Hussain and the enemy before the start
of the battle as a necessity, The unity and integrity of different groups and strata of society
as the mystery of formation of the Islamic Revolution, the stabilization of the government
as the goal of Yazid bin Muawiya in his contacting with Imam Hussein, the relationship
between the religious and the modern groups, the relationship between the prophets and
philosophers and scientists, the comparison between the inspiration of artists and the
revelation of the prophets, and the relationship between society and religion.

regarding the fourth question, the meaningful links have been established between the
Islamic government and other governments and differences and similarities of these two
political systems, between Muslims and modernity by Seyyed Jamal Asadabadi, between
human desires and wishes, between the uprising of Imam Hossein and the political
environment of Islam and also its impact on the establishment of the Islamic Caliphate.
With regard to the fifth question, some of social actions and practices that are mentioned
in the books are inciting and inviting the general public to create a situation like the
Ashura event, actions aimed at solidarity in order to confront the colonial conspiracies in
the days leading up to the Islamic Revolution, changing the tyrannical government,
addressing the necessity of forming a government, proposing the conditions for the
formation of a government, expressing that supporting and defensing Islam was the
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purpose of the political and social uprising of Imam Hussain, and referring to target-
oriented actions of the Prophets.

In the regard of the sixth question, religious discourse books display policies such as
objecting the policy of removing Islamic rulings from the judicial system and the use of
legal content from England, France, and Belgium, supporting four policies of directing
thoughts and ideas to Islam, organizing people's living conditions, Establishing equality
and brotherhood among human beings and building a society based on God's model as
necessary elements for success of any Islamic movement, criticizing the lifestyle of
people who are without movement and struggle, criticizing the lack of attention of
international institutions to the issue of protests and demonstrations in Iran, a positive
view of Imam Hussain's uprising that have practical and self-esteem lessons, a negative
and critical look at the arguments of Islamic scholars and jurists regarding the relationship
between monotheism and science and also negative view of modern slavery and various
and numerous abuses of the laborer in the city and villages.

In respect to the seventh question, the signs that are appropriate and privileged in the
authors perspective are as follow: Islamic rules such as financial rules, national defense
rules, rights enforcement and criminal rulings, the introduction of the leader and
leadership as the nodal point of the ruling discourse for the victory of Islamic movements,
the discourse of the formation of a permanent internal and cultural revolution in the
people minds, the discourse of mankind's constant belief in the existence of the creator,
the discourse of how the nation faces the machine and the existence of two ways of
consumption and the prohibition of using some of modern tools.

Conclusion

Examining the similarities between works of revivalist thinkers (Noandishan Mojaded)
and works of modern thinkers (Nondishan Motajaded)

Seven building Shared topic similarities between the two sub-discourses of
tasks revivalist thinkers (Noandishan Mojaded) and
modern thinkers (Nondishan Motajaded)

Relationships

situation of
Muslims

Both of them believe that the Muslimness of Islamic
societies today is not compatible with true and
authentic Islam and its political, moral and social
teachings

Connections

lack of attention of
Muslims to Islam

Both believe that Islam is the religion of work,
effort, growth and movement

Connections

The role of
colonialism

To place more emphasis on the role of external

causes and factors, especially colonialism, in the

decline of Iran and the Islamic world as the main
cause and foundation.

Significance Iranian religious emphasize on preserving independence and
identity religious-lIranian identity
Activities the campaign goal dealing with and campaign against the Pahlavi
political system continuously and struggle to create
a just humane-Islamic government with the
participation of the people
identity dynamic advocating dynamic jurisprudence
jurisprudence
Sign system drawing a desired Both sub-discourses consider the return to primary
situation Islam in order to build a better future
politics political unity Both sub-discourses emphasize on political unity of

Muslims
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Examining differences between works of revivalist thinkers and modern

thinkers sub-discourses

Seven building

Differential topic

differences between the two sub-discourses

The sub-discourse of

The sub-discourse of

tasks revivalist thinkers modern thinkers
This sub-discourse finds
) o the roots of the
The subject of revivalist development,
Significance pathology thinkers is specifically the democracy and rule of
.decline of Muslims law of the new West in
the moral teachings of
Christianity.
In the etiology of
degeneration if revivalist
thinkers talk about Iran, According to them, the
they only consider Iran religion of Islam and
identities Iranology during the Islamic period any other true and
as one of the components divine religion has no
of a larger whole called conflict with science
the Islamic world and
Islamic civilization
Sign systems nodal point The main keyword is The main keyword of is

degeneration

backwardness.

supporting or not

The position of this sub-
discourse regarding the
Pahlavi political system
challenges its legitimacy

The position of this sub-
discourse is that it
wants participation or

Activities supporting Pahlavi and is in favor of the supervision of affairs
revolution and the without necessarily
establishment of an accepting its legitimacy
Islamic government
The position of this sub- The position of this sub-
discourse regarding discourse is that it
- traditional religion is that wants to make
politics explanation of it wants to expand and traditional religion

traditional religion

strengthen traditional
religion without any
serious criticism

powerful, pure and
universal through
criticism

Connections

type of informing
the audience

In addition to awakening
people, they emphasize
the transformation of
organizations and
institutions

They put a lot of
emphasis on awakening
people rather than
reforming religious
organizations and
institutions

Relationships

reference groups

It pays special attention
to qualified scholars and
clerics

It gives special
importance to
intellectuals

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Religion, Discourse Analysis, Revivalist Thinkers,
Modern Thinkers, James Paul Gee
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