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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most challenging issues in the discussion of the resurrection
(Ma'ad) is the bodily resurrection. The apparent meaning of religious texts
suggests the bodily resurrection to the extent that some consider it a
necessity of Islam. Some theologians, adhering to these texts, have
spoken of the return of the soul to the material body but have not
provided a solid rational analysis to support their claims. The principles
of Peripatetic philosophy can only prove the spiritual resurrection and are
unable to prove the bodily resurrection. Nevertheless, Avicenna
sometimes accepted the bodily resurrection as a confirmation of the
Prophet's message and sometimes justified it by placing celestial bodies
as the locus of perception for some souls. Although Suhrawardi used the
realm of the Imaginal World to explain the bodily resurrection, he only
focused on the descending Imaginal World and neglected the ascending
Imaginal World. Ghyath al-Din Mansur Dashtaki took another step
towards a philosophical justification of bodily resurrection, claiming the
continued attachment of the soul to the body after death. Following him,
Mulla Sadra, relying on substantial motion and the abstraction of the
ascending Imaginal World, offered a new explanation of the bodily
resurrection. Aga Ali Hakim, a follower of Mulla Sadra’s school, found
Mulla Sadra's explanation insufficient and, contrary to theologians who
viewed bodily resurrection as the return of the soul to the body, claimed
the return of the body to the soul. The culmination of all these thoughts on
the issue of bodily resurrection was reached by Seyyed Jalaluddin
Ashtiani, who, by adopting Mulla Sadra's view, criticized other
philosophers.

Methods
In this article, we use documentary and library methods to collate data
and rational and analytical methods to argue.

Findings

The opinions of Ghyath al-Din Mansur and Aga Ali influenced many later
philosophers and are thus considered significant milestones in the history
of the concept of bodily resurrection. Additionally, it seems that there is a
specific connection between the views of these two philosophers, with
Aga Ali attempting to address the flaws in Ghyath al-Din's theory by
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leveraging some principles of Transcendent Philosophy. Ashtiani found
common flaws in both views and also offered separate critiques for each.
He provided extensive criticisms of Aga Ali's theory, but unfortunately,
his valuable works lack sufficient organization, making his conclusions
challenging to discern. This article, using an analytical-descriptive
method, first attempts to elucidate the views of Ghyath al-Din Dashtaki
and Aga Ali Modarres on bodily resurrection and clarify the relationship
between these two views. Additionally, it refers to Ashtiani's critiques of
these two perspectives and offers observations on Ashtiani's critiques in
certain cases. Thus, it should be determined what relationship exists
between the views of these two philosophers and what the weaknesses
and flaws of these views are. Moreover, it appears that some of Ashtiani's
critiques are based solely on the principles of Transcendent Philosophy,
so it is essential to see whether these critiques are valid according to the
original principles of the theories.

The views of Ghyath al-Din Mansur Dashtaki and Aga Ali Modarres on
bodily resurrection can be seen as an effort to rationally and
philosophically justify and correct this issue. Their most significant
challenge was reincarnation, which they tried to overcome by maintaining
a form of connection between the soul and body in the post-death period.
By continuing this connection, they attempted to ascribe a specific
identity to the scattered parts of the body to avoid the problem of
reincarnation.

Conclusion

Understanding this fundamental issue, Ashtiani's most significant critique
of both views is that the continued connection between the soul and body
after death is irrational. He did not stop at this critique and raised several
other objections, especially against Aga Ali Hakim's view. Ashtiani,
relying on Sadrian principles, criticized them. Therefore, since Aga Ali
himself adhered to Sadrian principles, Ashtiani's criticisms of him are
more relevant, whereas Ghyath al-Din might reject some of Ashtiani's
critiques. Another notable aspect of Ashtiani's critiques is his avoidance
of superficial interpretations in analyzing rational issues. He emphasized
that one cannot rely on apparent and uncertain traditional evidence in
rational matters. Nevertheless, Ashtiani himself engaged in analyzing
traditional texts to show that the texts cited by them do not support their
intended meanings.
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