Solutions to Resolve the Conflict between Causal determinism and
Free Will Based on the Philosophical Foundations of Allameh

Muhammad Tajik 21

Tabatabai
| Seyyed Ahmad Fazeli 2

1. Ph.D. in Moral Philosophy, a researcher at Risalat International Institute.. E-mail: mohtajik110@gmail.com
2. Associate Professor Faculty Member at Qom University; Department of Moral Philosophy, E-mail:

ahmad.fazeli@gmail.com

Article Info:

Article type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received:

23 September 2022
Received in revised
form:

8 January 2023
Accepted:

17 January 2023
Published online:

5 September 2024

Keywords:

Causal necessity, volition,
determinism, Itibariyat

theory.

Abstract: The necessary relationship between the cause and the

effect is accepted in the tradition of Islamic philosophy. In the
meantime, the application of this principle and its entry into the
human world causes the confrontation of causal necessity with
freedom of will. Some see the freedom of the will, which is the
ability to choose, in conflict with causal necessity and consider the
necessity to be synonymous with predestination. On the other hand,
philosophers have not accepted this claim. In this article, an attempt
is made to examine Allameh Tabatabai's answers to this problem.
His first solution is to explain the contingency of will in relation to
human beings and its necessity in relation to the Sufficient cause; His
other solution is to turn the opposition of free will and determinism
into the opposition of free will and necessity, In this case, the conflict
between necessity and freedom of will is resolved, and finally, by
applying the theory of Itibariyat and Itebari necessity, they show
freedom of will while adhering to causal necessity.
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I ntroduction: The causal necessity

is a subset of the general rule of
causation. According to the law of
causality, every contingent being
or effect needs a cause, and
according to the rule of causal
necessity, the relationship between
cause and effect is necessary.
Casual necessity within the context
of human free will and his
voluntary actions will raise
fundamental  questions  and
conflicts. The focal point of this
conflict is the incompatibility
between the meaning of obligation
and necessity arising from the law
of causal necessity on the one hand
and freedom of will in man on the
other hand. Muslim theologians
believe that there is no such
necessity between cause and effect.
Some philosophers have resolved
the issue of this conflict by denying
the  causal  necessity like
theologians, although they have
taken different paths toward the
same goal. Allameh Tabatabai, as
an  innovative  philosopher,
proposes three solutions to face
this conflict. Firstly, He tries to
tind a way for contingency among
the chain of causal necessity by
appealing to the concept of relative

contingency. In the second

solution, he turns the opposition
between compulsion and volition
into the opposition between
necessity and volition. And in the
third solution, using the potentials
of itebariat theory, they propose a
solution based on which causal
necessity is removed.

Methodology:

In this research, we try to find a
way to root out the conflict
between free will and causal
necessity by using the descriptive-
analytical method by surfing and
exploring Allameh Tabatabai's
works and using his innovations.

Findings:

Human will is a contingent thing
that is governed by the general
laws of contingent being, one of
these laws is the rule of casual
necessity, or "The (possible) thing
that does not necessitate does not
exist". Therefore, the will of man is
condemned by the necessity
resulting from this rule, and this
necessity contradicts the meaning
of the free will. Because the
meaning of free will indicates its
freedom from any external force
while being under the rule of
casual necessity means its
subjugation. From the works of
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Allameh Tabatabai, three solutions
can be proposed to resolve the
conflict between causal
determinism and human free will.
In the first solution, he accepts the
law of causal necessity in general,
but on the other hand, he also
believes that each component of
the sufficient cause is relatively
contingent to others and necessity
is the outcome of the whole chain
altogether. Therefore, the will of
man as a part of the sufficient
cause is contingent in comparison
with the man himself, and as a
result, the will is outside the scope
of the law of causal necessity. His
second solution is to turn the
opposition between compulsion
and volition into the opposition
between necessity and volition.
According to him, a volitional
action is an action that stems from
the human will. So even if a person
restricts our choices to one, our
action is still voluntary for as long
as it comes from our will
Therefore, even in compulsion, a
person does not lose his free will
because he has done the act out of
his will. Likewise, in the causal
necessity, it can be said that based
on this rule, human choices are
limited, but this limitation of

choice is not against freedom of
will. In the last step, he uses the
potential of ‘itebariat theory.
According to Allameh Tabatabai,
the first ’itebar is the 'itebar of
obligation. He considers every act
that is performed by a human
being accompanied by ’itebar of
obligation, this obligation is a
‘itebari  necessity  that s
constructed by the human being to
facilitate his volitional actions.
Therefore, it does not follow the
rules of obligation and real
necessity, for this reason, there is a
possibility of acting otherwise, and
it means despite the 'itebar of the
obligation, a person is able not to
perform that act. This obligation
has only a motivational role. In
other words, with this recent
solution, Allameh Tabatabai has
replaced the real obligation which
existed in the causal necessity and
was in conflict with free will, with
a itebari obligation. ’itebarl
obligation or necessity, unlike real
necessity, can be violated, so
‘itebari  obligation is  fully
compatible with free will.

l)iscussion and Condlusion: The

last two solutions of Tabatabaei
was a novel one, but still in its
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beginning, this discussion can
prcoceed in this path and develop
more intricate and precise answer
for the conflict between casual
determinism and free will. The last
answer of Tabatabaei can also be
taken into accout in comparison
with western philosopher’s idea
due to its similirarity with few
western idea.
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