Hekmat va Falsafeh /@ ATU
Vol. 20, No.77, Spring 2024, Pp 85-112 WO

. PRESS
wph.atu.ac.ir
DIO: 10.22054/wph.2024.75760.2186

Necessity and Chance in Marx's Doctoral Thesis

Associate Professor of Philosophy Depatment, |,

. . iversity of Isfahan, Isfahan, |
Ali Karbasizadeh* University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Milad Omrani PhD Student of Philosophy of new testament ,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

According to Marx's interpretation, in the Democritean system, atoms move
in a vacuum according to a blind necessity. Applying the word "accidental" to
the Democritus system does not imply the unpredictable or causeless
movement of atoms; rather, it indicates the absence of a prior plan or specific
end in the creation of the worlds. It's as if the atoms are moving in one
direction, the end of which is the creation of worlds. Epicurus, unlike
Democritus, does not believe in the existence of an inviolable necessity in the
movements of atoms and includes the declination of the atom from the straight
line as a sign of accidental movement in his atomistic system. It is with
declination as an accidental movement that basically the creation of worlds
begins. So the basis of the creation of worlds is chance. Epicurus believes in
the accidental movement of atoms, and in the process of creating the worlds,
he does not assume any prior plan. Epicurean chance indicates both the
negation of the end and the accidental movements of atoms in declination from
a straight line.

Keywords: Marx, Democritus, Epicurus, Necessity, Chance.

* alikarbasi@ymail.com

How to Cite:Karbasizadeh, Ali¢ Omrani, Milad, (2024). Necessity and Chance in
Marx's Doctoral Thesis, Hekmat va Falsafeh, 20 (77), 85-112.

DIO: 10.22054/wph.2024.75760.2186

Original Research

elSSN: 2476-6038  Accepted: 13/03/2024  Received: 19/09/2023

ISSN: 1735-3238


https://www.orcid.org/0009-0004-4732-101X

A Research Journal Hekmat va Falsafeh | Vol. 20| No. 77 | Spring 2024 86|

Extended abstract

Our main goal in this paper is to clarify the concepts of necessity,
accident, and freedom according to the interpretation of Marx by
Democritus and Epicurus. The main challenge is how to formulate the
concept of an accident in the Democratic and Epicurean framework.
Coincidence has both epistemological and ontological meanings.
Separating and clarifying these two meanings of accident in Epicurean
and Democratic systems - according to Marx's interpretation - is what
we have tried to accomplish in this paper. The democratic system is
completely mechanistic and necessary, and there is no mention of luck,
coincidence and freedom in it. We said that in the democratic system,
atoms move in a vacuum with blind necessity. Applying the word
"random" to the democratic system does not imply the unpredictable or
causeless movement of atoms; rather, it indicates the absence of a
previous plan in the creation of the world. It's as if the atoms are moving
in s direction the end of which is the creation of worlds. So the
Democritean luck and coincidence is nothing but the negation of the
end in the creation of the worlds. In the Democritean system, unlike the
Epicurean system, we witness some external determination and this
shows the necessity of his thinking. Necessity is the causal
determination by an external force. Epicurus, unlike Democritus, does
not believe in the existence of an inviolable necessity in the movements
of atoms and introduced the deviation of the atom from the straight line
as a sign of random movement into his atomistic system. It is with
deviation as a random movement that basically the creation of the world
begins. Deviation is the result of shape determination of atoms and
without its occurrence, the structure of atoms is not complete and their
existence is not realized. So the foundation of the creation of the world
is luck and coincidence. But Democritus considered the movements of
atoms in a vacuum to be necessary. Epicurus believes in the random
movement of atoms and does not assume any prior plan. Epicurean luck
and coincidence both indicate the negation of the end and the random
movements of atoms in deviating from a straight line. Epicurus does not
mean that the deviation of atoms has no cause; rather, it is a deviation
arising from the determination of the shape of atoms and has an internal
cause, but it is not a general procedure and rule. It should be noted that
the deviating movement of atoms in the Epicurean system is considered
random, because it rarely occurs and is not a general rule of the system.
In other words, the randomness and necessity of the movements in the
Epicurean system follow the well-known rule of the convention. As we
said, this rule is also based on the concept of durability. The movement
that is always present in Epicurean atomism and the atoms following it
is the movement in a straight line. So the movement in a straight line



87 | Ali Karbasizadeh & Milad Omrani

lasts. But unlike this movement, the deviant movement of atoms does
not last and only occurs at certain times. So, the occasional occurrence
of deviant movement is the positive basis of the accident in the
Epicurean system. In the Epicurean system, the general procedure is the
motion caused by the weight of atoms in a straight line and in a vacuum,
What is most important is moving in a straight line. The movement in
a straight line arises from the pure materiality of atoms and is necessary.
Deviational movement of atoms occurs rarely and at an unspecified
time and place. Although the movement caused by the weight of the
atoms is caused by the internal determination of the atoms themselves,
it is considered a necessary movement. In Democrit's thinking,
necessity is actually an external force that blindly governs the behavior
of atoms. But in the Epicurean system, the movements of atoms are
generally not caused by external factors and arise from the internal
determinations of the atoms themselves. Necessity and accident in
Epicurus' thinking are internal to the concept of the atom and come from
its various determinations. The concept of atoms contains these
opposites. Necessity and accident are in a dialectical relationship, and
in fact, in the Epicurean system, accident has entered the determination
of atoms. So, it is not the case that in Epicurus' thinking, necessity
means a determination by an external force and accident means a
determination by an internal force. Necessity and accident both result
from internal determinations of the atom. Necessity is that which is
inherent in all atoms and every atom constantly follows it by moving in
a straight line. But the deviant movement, although it is inherent in
atoms, occurs rarely, sporadically and unpredictably. The main
tendency of atoms is to move in a straight line; but at the same time,
there is also the opposite tendency which is deviation.
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1) Arbitrary vagaries
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1) Chance events have been understood epistemically as those whose causes are

unknown; yet also objectively as a distinct ontological kind, sometimes called “pure”

chance events (Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Paul Edwards) 2005, vol2: p125).
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1) spontaneous

2) If then, it is agreed that things are either the result of coincidence or for the sake of
something {or for an end}, and these cannot be the result of coincidence or
spontaneity (Aristotle, 198b34-199a8).
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1) immediate negation of abstract space
2) absolute existence
3) non-self-sufficiency
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1) Active principle
2) self-determination
3) self-consciousness
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1) immanent self-determination
2) self-moving

3) clinamen

4) undetermined

5) abstract possibility

6) real possibility

7) sensation

8) disjunctive judgment
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