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Abstract

Categorizing things into good and evil is as old as the creation of man, and it
is the way people face each other that determines whether phenomena are
good or bad. Evil includes a wide range of concepts, and one of the most
important and controversial concepts is political evil, whose most important
indicators are the friend-enemy duality and the preoccupation with gaining
power. Religion, with the aim of permanence, and to defend its legitimacy,
uses the defensive function of speech in line with political purposes; As a
result, religions and creeds are defined in opposition to each other, they are
called evil and they try to destroy the other. The Ismailiyeh, from the path of
Ismaili language and in confrontation and hostility with the Abbasid
government, attribute the Abbasids and their followers to all kinds of evil and
introduce them as a cruel government and clear examples of evil. Nasser
Khosrow, as a high-level Ismaili thinker, using the structure of Ismaili
thinking, while explaining what evil is and categorizing and describing its
types, considers it necessary to avoid evil and destroy the enemy (which is the
main cause of human misery). In this article, we intend to analyze the
discussion of evil and enmity in Nasser Khosrow's intellectual system with the
descriptive-analytical method and rely on the theory of "hostility" by Carl

Schmitt.
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1. Introduction

Evil, encompassing natural, moral, and emotional dimensions, has been
subject to various interpretations. Some assert its non-existence or
attempt to rationalize its presence, while others view it as conditional
and temporary. However, a comprehensive understanding of euvil
demands theoretical exploration and alignment among moral and
political ideologies, emotions, and actions. Humans, through their
engagement with phenomena, often play a pivotal role in both
determining and perpetuating evil, particularly in moral and emotional
contexts, where the delineation between "self" and "other" is shaped by
traits, beliefs, and culture.

The notion of a political enemy, herein referred to as "political evil,"
stands as a potent concept in the discourse surrounding different forms
of evil. Central to its discussion is the pursuit of power through
confrontations that define the boundaries between friends and enemies.
Religious affiliations often intertwine with political dynamics,
delineating human relationships and fostering conflict between
communities. The quest for legitimacy and the eradication of perceived
adversaries drive these confrontations, often resorting to violence in a
bid for survival.

Within Islamic schools of thought, the Ismailis, particularly the
Fatimid Ismailis, capitalized on unified ontology to establish an elitist,
imam-centric political model, positioning themselves in opposition to
the Abbasids.

Nasser Khosrow, drawing from lIsmaili ontology, elucidates the
concept of evil and its categorizations. He considers evil to be of two
types: natural evil and moral evil. Natural evil is flood, storm,
earthquake, disease, etc. On the topic of moral evil, he talks about two
issues; first, bad moral characteristics such as lying, jealousy, greed,
and gluttony; second, the political enemy who endangers the Ismaili
authority with his political wrong actions. Nasser Khosrow highlights
the danger posed by the Abbasid regime through the lens of political
antagonism. Utilizing philosophical, theological, and wisdom-based
arguments, Khosrow delegitimizes the Abbasids while emphasizing the
Imam as the sole authority and rightful political leader. His main goal
is to unite the followers of Ismailia.

This article aims to delve into Nasser Khosrow's intellectual
framework to elucidate the mechanisms of political evil formation,
communal homogeneity, and strategies for eliminating adversaries
within Ismaili ontology. Furthermore, it seeks to explore Khosrow's
personal confrontation with evil and assess the impact of his systematic
thinking on this engagement.
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2. Literature Review

The article "Political Aspects of Nasser Khosrow's Imamology” by
Hatem Qadri, Mostafa Younesi, and Shervin Moghimi Zanjani
compares Nasser Khosrow's Imamology with Greek thought,
highlighting key differences between the two. Similarly, Farzad Balo
explores the concept of the "other" in Nasser Khosrow's philosophy in
his work titled "The Other in Nasser Khosrow's Thoughts and Works".
Additionally, Ahmad Amiri Khorasani and Zahra Anjom-Shoa'a delve
into the discussion of hermeneutics in Nasser Khosrow's poetry in their
article "Hermeneutics in Nasser Khosrow's Poems".

It is noteworthy that while numerous studies have examined various
writers' and philosophers' perspectives on evil, none have specifically
addressed Nasser Khosrow's viewpoint and the elucidation of the
system of hostility within his ontology.

3. Methodology

This article analyzes the discussion of evil and enmity in Nasser
Khosrow's intellectual system by relying on the theory of "hostility" by
Carl Schmitt.

4. Conclusion

In Nasser Khosrow's worldview, evil is an undeniable yet non-original
phenomenon. He perceives natural evil as a manifestation of wisdom,
while moral evil arises from human negligence and malevolent
intentions. Inspired by the ontology and politics of the Ismaili imam,
Nasser Khosrow's unique perspective on evil revolves around the
concept of mutual duality between the imam of good and the imam of
evil, encompassing all dimensions and types of evil.

The adversity faced by the righteous imams and their followers,
including Nasser Khosrow himself, underscores his personal struggle
against evil. However, this struggle often diverges from his intellectual
and political foundations. When confronted with adversity, Nasser
Khosrow typically responds from a position of vulnerability, expressing
grievances, lamentations, and appeals for divine retribution.

In contrast, when it comes to asserting power, consolidating the
political position of the Fatimids, and maintaining the unity of his allied
society, Nasser Khosrow demonstrates a resolute determination to
overthrow the Abbasids. He portrays them as clear embodiments of evil
and heterogeneity, branding them as accursed and rejected. Perceiving
them as a threat to both his own life and society, Nasser Khosrow
advocates for their destruction.

Keywords: Evil, political speech, hostility, Ismailia, Nasser Khosrow.
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