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Abstract

The primary focus of this research centers on the analysis and critique of Moritz Shclick's
perspective concerning the "relationship between free will and determinism." Its objective is to
demonstrate the inadequacy of his proposed solution in a descriptive-analytical manner.
According to Shclick, the purported dilemma surrounding free will and determinism is a
pseudo-philosophical quandary stemming from a conflation of key concepts. He contends that
disentangling these concepts through differentiation of terms in common sense, such as
"normative law" from "descriptive law,"” "causality" (representing determinism) from
"compulsion,” and "non-causality” (indeterminism) from "freedom," will naturally dissipate
this pseudo-problem. Shclick posits that "compulsion™ falls within the realm of normative
concepts, while determinism and the principle of causal necessity reside in the domain of
descriptive concepts, thereby rendering any connection between "compulsion” and
"determinism" non-existent. In this study, I illustrate through three innovative examples that:
a) "compulsion™ and "freedom" possess at least two distinct meanings in common sense, and
Shclick's claim succumbs to the fallacy of reductionism. b) The crux of the issue surrounding
free will revolves around the secondary meaning of these terms. ¢) Shclick's definition of
freedom encompasses not only humans but also extends to animals, thereby not impeding
others. These three critiques collectively demonstrate the untenability of Shclick's compatibilist
perspective.

Keywords: Free will, Compulsion, Necessity, Determinism, The principle of causality, Moritz
Schlick.
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