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Abstract

The concept of the Hereafter is one of the foundational
principles in monotheistic religions, and belief in it is a
distinguishing point of religious thought from non-religious one.
The discussion of the Hereafter in the Quran begins with the
"possibility of occurrence" and leads to the "necessity of
occurrence" of this phenomenon. Sometimes, this necessity is so
self-evident that it is taken for granted as an established principle.
Rational arguments and philosophical proofs are among those
arguments that are presented to establish the necessity of the
Hereafter. Among the solutions provided by the Quran to establish
the necessity of the Hereafter, is the issue of the purposefulness of
creation, which is discussed under the Proof of Wisdom. In the
verses related to the Proof of Wisdom, on one hand, keywords
such as "aimless," "play," "vain," and "futile" are mentioned and
all these attributes are negated from God and His creation, along
with emphasizing the "truth" of divine actions to prove the
purposefulness of the creation. On the other hand, return to God
and the occurrence of the Resurrection is proved as undeniable
and necessary as well as the concomitant of purposefulness of
creation. ‘Allamah Tabataba’1's exposition in this regard differs
from most interpreters. While the majority see the purpose of
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creation and man, as well as the life after death, to be the
compensation for the lost interests and pleasures of humans.
According to them, there is no existential connection between this
world and the Hereafter. From ‘Allamah Tabataba’1's perspective,
the ultimate goal of human creation is to connect to the Almighty
and attain a blissful eternal life. Man has a real and existential
(takwini) connection with the Hereafter, and the potentials and
tools for connecting with the Almighty exist within the individual
in this world itself.

Keywords: Purposefulness of Creation, Proof of Wisdom, Necessity
of the Hereafter, Futile, Aimless.
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