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Due to their occurrence in language, metaphors are linguistic tools
for the emergence of ideologies in texts. They essentially mirror
ideological discourses. Employing metaphors as a stylistic
component permits literary writers to fashion their works by
highlighting, dimming, and hiding feelings, inducing false
perceptions in their readership. Accordingly, drawing on Lakoff’s
and Johnson’s insights about conceptual metaphor, the current study
seeks to explicate the ideological metaphor of up/down in socio-
critical narratives: Varaghhaie Pare Zendan (Torn paper from the
Prison), Az Ranji Ke Mibarim (From the Pain we Suffer), Azar:
Mah-e Akher-e Paeez (Azar: The Last Month of Fall), Sag-e
Velgard (A Wandering Dog), and Kheim-e Shabbazi (Puppetry).
The conceptual metaphor is one of the new approaches in semantics.
The orientational metaphor is one of the conceptual metaphors by
which the system of concepts is structured based on orientation/
direction (place) such as inside/outside, center/periphery, and
up/down. The present study is carried out in the descriptive-
analytical approach. It initially introduces its conceptual framework
along with the selected narratives. Then, it identifies statements
containing up/down metaphors in the narratives. Afterwards, the
study will analyze the relationship between the detected metaphors
and the ideology of the narratives to explore the role of up/down
metaphors in power relations within the narratives. The findings of
this work demonstrate the writers (of the selected narratives) have
benefitted from the up-down metaphors to represent the abstract
concept of power and its relations, to reflect their ideologies, and to
show the confrontation between the oppressor and the oppressed
which is the most important constituents in socio-political
narratives.
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