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Abstract

“The Story of Hamzeh” is considered an ancient version of Hamzehnameh
produced after the Safavid era. This prose version is known as one of the
oldest Ayyari-Pahlavi texts (epic and heroic texts) in the history of Persian
literature. This study sought to examine the narrative heterogeneity of the
work. It focused on the form to prove that the work is an outcome of historical
and narrative mixture. The Story of Hamzeh is like t other Ayari-Pahlavi texts
such as Samak Ayyar and Bighmi’s Darabnameh, specially in terms of
formation and prior foundational ideas. The study showed that among the
recurring themes represented and flourished in The Story of Hamzeh are the
harmonization of the world; the compatibility between fathers and sons;
seeking the beloved from a foreign land; the centrality of the king/pahlavan
in the social order; the integration of popular thought into the official narrative
through the Ayyari element (chivalry element). Despite the underlying
interconnection between The Story of Hamzeh and other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts,
this work possesses distinctive features in terms of its surface structure and
narrative components.

Keywords: The Story of Hamzeh, Text and Context, Network of Narrative
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Hamzehnameh holds an ancient version called “The Story of Hamzeh” and has many
newer versions that have been produced after the Safavid era. This study explored
the old version. This version, written in prose, is known as one of the oldest Ayyari-
Pahlavi texts (epic and heroic texts) in the history of Persian literature. Some scholars
found that the contemporary copy has been written down in the 7th century, though
the analysis of its style suggests it has been compiled before this century. A salient
feature of this work is its linguistic and narrative heterogeneity. In many cases the
work possesses the archaic and straightforward features of the prose of Samani and
Ghaznavid era, and in many other cases it simultaneously shows the features of the
6th and 7th-century prose. The narrative heterogeneity of the text is somehow like
its linguistic heterogeneity. The existing version is abundant with various potentials
for making the story attractive and variant in terms of narration, but just a limited
number of the potentials have been crystalized. That is, the existing version lacks
uniformity, as the relationship between the events and characters does not
correspond with the overall structure and narrative framework of the story. This
study tried to explore the narrative heterogeneity of the work. Focused on the form,
it was tried to show that this work is an outcome of historical and narrative mixture.

2. Method

This study took a formalistic approach. Here form is a kind of cohesive, imaginative,
and non-conceptual form, invisibly connected to the “social construction”. Social
construction is a kind of historical, dynamic, and meaningful entity that entails an
amalgam of experiences and thoughts. The first part of this study deals with the
attitudes of those theorists who believe that literary form does not manifest social
factors. They argue that form is the imaginative expression of an external and social
construct that holds a dialectical connection with it. Here the subject matter is the
concept of generality. The superiority of the whole over the constituent parts forms
the basics of the method and abstract definitions lead to the reproduction of concrete
subjects over the reasoning process. Scientific analysis departs from abstraction
towards concrete realities, while method is the continuous interplay between the
abstract and the so-called “concrete preexisting whole”. The second part of the
article deals with prior theories and the network of narrative imagination. The
theoretical and methodological foundation of the study is like that of the aesthetic
idealism within the continental tradition. According to the tradition, idea is prior to
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the artistic object and the mental construct is prior to the objective construct of the
literary work. The “mimesis” and “representation” possess a specific conceptual
scope that refers to a process in which social reality is “refracted” in the literary form
and intermingles with artistic imagination. The external reality, on the other hand, is
presented in a new aesthetic configuration that both has a dialectic relation to the
external environment and also is considered an integrated and independent artistic
world.

3. Results

The Story of Hamzeh, like other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts, is narrated within the same
network of narrative imagination of heroic and epic poetries. That is, the underlying
interconnection reveals that the collective narrative imagination is solidified in the
form of common patterns. Though the authors of epic and heroic texts have opted
for prose and introduced the character of epic and heroic texts, inclined towards a
more informal narrative style, and expanded the scope of Persian storytelling. They
have consistently, consciously or semi-consciously, integrated the common
principles of epic and heroic narratives into their works without fully departing from
them. Specifically, The Story of Hamzeh is like the narrative structures of other
Ayari-Pahlavi texts such as Samak Ayyar and Bighmi’s Darabnameh, specially in
terms of formation and prior foundational ideas. Despite different surface structure
and their specific features, these works had remained and produced within the same
general narrative conventions. Some recurring themes have been represented and
flourished in The Story of Hamzeh: the harmonization of the world; the compatibility
between fathers and sons; seeking the beloved from a foreign land; the centrality of
the king/pahlavan in the social order; the integration of popular thought into the
official narrative through the Ayyar element; lack of understanding the objective and
real economic relationships; and resorting to other times and places to evade the
dominant power. Despite the underlying interconnection between The Story of
Hamzeh and other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts and their effort to flourish shared prior ideas,
this work possesses distinctive features in terms of its surface structure and using the
narrative components.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Regarding the form of The Story of Hamzeh and the way that its form is connected
to its social context and ideology, three significant issues should be considered.
Firstly, regarding the origins of this narrative, we should pay attention to reason and
way of including two historical figures, Hamzeh Azarak and Hamzeh bn Abd al-
Mutallib. This will help us understand the formation of the narrative, which is the
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integration of Iranian and Semitic elements and their deposition in each other.
Secondly, the mimesis method in this story is based on “generalizing”, “reporting”,
“eliminating the details”, and ‘“narrative repetitions”. Accordingly, compared to
Samak Ayyar that is considered a standard text in this regard, the attractiveness,
diversity of story has decreased. Thirdly, we should keep in mind the prior oral and
perhaps written forms of this story to understand the origins of some of the
inconsistencies, incoherencies, and omissions of the existing story in parallel to its
prose inconsistencies. In other words, the evidences within the existing text shows
some the traces of the earlier forms of this story, suggesting that may be there have

been some potential forms that have been based on better mimeses of this story.
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