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Abstract

Essay (jostar in Persian) is a prose that is not considered a literary genre due
to its intermediate and indefinite nature, though it is an artistic writing based
on everyday life. Essay is considered the result of the dialectic of science and
art and the interface between knowledge and life, though is far from both the
style of systematic academic articles and the popular writings. Essay is a
special form of writing freedom that is unrestricted but holds a kind of internal
order and structure. Literary essays may have a tone that can be called a
rhetorical voice. Taking a descriptive-analytical approach, this study tried to
find the characteristics of rhetorical voice in Shahrokh Meskoub’s essays on
Shahnameh. The results showed that in his essays (formal and informal),
Meskoub shaped the form of his work according to his perspective on the
subject matter of writing. His writing style in each work are different from
the other. The variety of style and tone in Meskoub’s essays indicates the
fluidity of the essay style and the creative idiosyncrasy of the author as n
essayist.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Jostar (i.e., essay) is a piece of prose, though not yet has been known as a literary
genre as it holds a fluid and intermediate nature. This kind of literary work is formed
based on everyday life in an artistic way. Essay is the outcome of the dialectic
between science and art and a mediate between knowledge and life. It is not like the
academic writings and those that the public is interested in. Essay is featured with
freedom in writing though it possess internal and structural coherence. Some essays,
especially if deal with literary issues, hold an amalgam tone of its writer’s attitude
and style that can be called “rhetorical voice”. Seemingly the term has been
borrowed from psychoanalysis, entailing the character, the soul, and the initiatives
of the writer for his production, the result of which is creating a work. The personal
and lived experiences of every writer are different from those of another writer. Each
essay is based on its own unique world that indicates the writer’s writing
characteristics. Through the words and concepts, the readership discovers the voice
of the text and assumes his with attitude. Essay can be considered both an art and a
kind of art science. One can understand the essayist’s taste, interests and intellectual
direction through his sentences, subject matter, and ideas. Essayists create a unique
voice for the text by choosing their specific tone, words, and sentence structure,
through which they can transfer their own attitude to the audience. Exploring
Shahrokh Meskoub’s essays from the perspective of rhetorical voice and analyzing
the voice in his essays will show his attitude and his special voice. This study sought
to see the features of Shahrokh Meskoub’s special voice of in his essays. So, this
study focused on his investigations on Shahnameh that has been published thorough
his essays. Accordingly, his works “Introduction to Rostam and Esfandiar”, “Soug
Siavash in Death and Resurrection” and “Armaghan Mour” were explored.

2. Method

Taking a descriptive-analytical approach, this study tried to explore the
manifestations of rhetorical voice in the poetical components of Shahrokh
Meskoub’s scientific essays on Shahnameh. Qualitative content analysis as a flexible
method based on interpretation paradigm was used. The aim was to explore and draw
conclusions by analyzing the data. To do this, at first stage all related sources were
examined, and then the extracted data were used and analyzed considering their
significance and connection to the subject matter.
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3. Results

It seems that Meskoub initially moves away from Shahnameh to understand the
work. He puts the book in its historical trajectory and sees it at his own time abundant
with all connotations it gains through the history. Relying on the accumulation of
tradition, culture, and the work of Ferdowsi, Meskoub seeks his own status and the
contemporary people in the great work. He makes his own methods for the
interpretation and expressing of Shahnameh, among of the methods is his unique
language and a suitable form for his essays. Through the forms he chooses for his
works, Meskoub creates his own voice. The findings showed that such elements and
characteristics as being prose (language, form, and unigqueness of the prose),
contemporaneity, self, human, life, and death are so remarkable in Shahrokh
Meskoub’s scientific essays on Shahnameh.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Meskoub’s rhetorical voice in the explored essays has close relationship with his
intellectual attitude and emotional feeling towards the subject matter of the very text.
Considering the ancient tradition of poetry in Iran and avoiding the regular repletion
while dealing with Shahnameh and history, Meskoub creates a novel perspective.
Taking the new perspective, he comes to understand the unconscious of himself and
other people. He integrates his existential ego and intuitive sense as well as his
analysis of the Shahnameh into his essays through following a special language. This
way he can create his unique voice for his essays. Language in his essays makes part
of his existential thinking; that is, an automatic flow of thinking that manifested in a
spontaneous and varied language. Meskoub’s essays share their source text
regarding the salience of the language as well as human being’s concerns about
existence, death, and life. Meskoub’s specific rhetorical voice in his scientific essays
about Shahnameh that is manifested in his special language, tone, and form,
highlights the capacity of the Shahnameh in being contemporary and the sameness
of concerns of people of contemporary era and old ages. These essays clearly shows
the discovery of him through Shahnameh.

Meskoub’s rhetorical voice in his essays consists of a set of arrangements he
makes to communicate with the audience. His position on the stories of the
Shahnameh and integrating his own thoughts and emotions into such an ancient text
and showing it to the contemporary world distinguishes him from other writers and
researchers. Meskoub applies a specific form and syntax taking into account the
context, the story, and the socio-political background of his own life. Moreover, his
rhetorical voice can be distinguished from other writers and essayists through his
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tone, word choices, compounds, moving the components of rhetorical sentences
according to the type of similes and metaphors, and categorizing his essays into
different chapters.

This study proved that Meskoub forms his essays according to his attitude to the
subject matter. Accordingly, he take a specific style in each one of his essays. The
various styles and tones shows the fluidity of essay style and creative idiosyncrasy
of the writer as an essayist.
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