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Abstract

V. Introduction

By the year the Islamic revolution in Iran overthrew the former
regime, a Marxist system in Afghanistan took the power, the anti
religious nature of which caused many mass uprising against it. The
civilian resistance continued till the complete withdrawal of the
Russian military and overthrow of Marxist system in Y44Y, The
conquest of Mujahedin ended up with civil war, which in turn caused
the appearance of Taliban, and consequently their complete conquest
of the country. Playing a savior role, the US and the NATO
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established the Islamic republic of Afghanistan in Y.«+). This
government, again, was brought down by Taliban. But throughout all
these periods, what kept the nation of Afghanistan on their feet was
their indomitable spirit.

The role of poetry of resistance in the history of Afghanistan is
something remarkable. Widely calling the national and religious
figures, and using the old patterns of poetry and mythological
elements, contemporary poetry of Afghanistan traveled a long way of
resistance, and strengthened the morale of resistance of the people.
Mythological sources, in addition to enforcing the aspects of the
poetry, have been used as the tool for the poets to scandal the invading
and intervening strangers, their puppet governments, and the traitors.

This study aims at criticizing and evaluating the mother archetype
as the strongest, and most substantial archetype which is deeply
affecting the unconscious mind, as the most important, and the key
archetype of Afghanistan resistance poetry. After recognition of these
manifestations, it aims at investigating the relation between them and
the resistance thought in resistance poetry.

Y. Methodology

Jung considers the surface layer of the unconscious to be the
personal psyche (Jung, Y« Y+:2°); deep in this layer, however, there is
the deep area of the psyche that is the collective nature which Jung
calls the collective unconscious (Jung, Y%4ea: Y¢). “The content of
collective unconscious is called the archetype (Jung, Y3%:: V&)~
Archetypes are a collection of inherent tendencies that always tend to
create parallel images and ideals according to Plato. Archetypes are
always present in the unconscious mind, and pave the ground for
human actions by their creative power. The birth, death, hero, shadow,
exemplary mother, mask, colors, idealism, etc. are particular concepts
of human mind. Dreams, myths and literature are among the
flourishing fields of these psychological products.

Resistance poetry comprises the works that are created under the
tough circumstances such as lack of freedom, domestic tyranny,
lawlessness, offence of the authorities, usurpation of power, territory,
and national and individual capitals. The sources of such works are
fighting against the domestic oppression, foreigners’ aggression, and
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resistance against anti-freedom groups (Sangari, ¥+ « ©: £°). Resistance
poetry of Afghanistan is also one of the richest currents of resistance
poetries reflecting various manifestations of resistance in the form of
archetypes, and mother archetype in particular during three different
periods, Jihad against Soviet invaders, civil war, and the rule of
Taliban.
Y. Discussion

Mother is the oldest archetype in the mind which appears in
different forms. | want to look at the most important Manifestations of
archetype of mother in two groups of real and natural/virtual
Manifestations.
¥-). Real Manifestations of mother archetype

The most important manifestations in which the real mother
appears are the real mother, grandmother, nanny, and any other
woman with whom there is a relation. The most prominent real
archetype of mother is the face of the real mother of the poet or the
fighters. This woman carries the entire characteristics of mother
archetype such as concern, enthusiasm, compassion, kindness,
sympathy, supportiveness, and fertility. For instance, mother in
Masnawi e Shekayatnama by Mozaffari is the woman of Afghanistan
(Mozaffari, Y+ ¢: Y3-AY), Khalida Forogh also considered the girls of
the desert as the real manifestation of mother archetype, and she
considers the tendency to love, fertility, and bringing up heroes such
as Rostam, Zaal and Belaal as the responsibility of herself and her
companions in the group of resistance (Forogh, cited in Mozaffari,
Y«lo ot 11
¥-Y’> Natural| malkiéstations * of - athetypes of mother

Mother’s characteristics in the nature have been shown in botha
negative and positive manifestations. Bipolarity of the archetypes is
dependent in its symbolic characteristics; confronting archetypes,
human beings recall the evil, or the useful mental images as required.
Resistance poetry also depicts the archetype of mother, as required, in
two aspects of good and evil.
a-Y. Positive manifestations of mother archetype

Characteristics of “the lovely mother” appears in those things
which are arousing sacrifice or respect, or fills someone with awe such
as church, motherland, the heaven, the earth, jungles, the sea, the
world of under-earth or month. These archetypes are generally
connected with things which are the symbols of abundance and
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fertility. These symbols can connect with the rock, cave, tree, water
fountain, water well, flowers such as a rose (Jung, Y:'3: 49),
Resistance poetry has used most of the images of “the lovely mother”.
Some of the most important images are as follow.

¥-¥-1. The Earth

What make the earth similar to mother/woman are the
characteristics such as fertility, birth, breading, gush of fountain, etc.
Resistance poetry uses the most evident female features of the earth
which are birth and breading. The earth appears as the soil/mother,
growing and nurturing. As an instance, Khalili using the idea that “the
human being is born from the earth” and the idea of nurturing of the
earth, relates the hero not only to his real mother, but to earth, the
mother of existence (Khalili, Y334: YYY),
¥-¥-Y. Motherland

The motherland evokes the feeling of sacrifice and respect.
Resistance poetry of Afghanistan, recalls this country from two
perspectives: praise and expression of love, and talking about the long
tough days. Loving the motherland is an important feature of Khalili’s
collection of poetry. Mozaffari too in “Salaam mother” accuses his
brothers of being disloyal and loveless. He likens the evil behavior of
his brothers to the wild animals such as wolves and leopards which
due to distortion take guns against one another, and eventually, the
mother/motherland is burnt in the fire of their war.
¥-Y-¥. The sun

The generous and life-giving light and warmth of the sun is one of
motherly expressions of the nature, that is why it is describedSs “the
supreme cosmicenergy”’, “manifestation of God”, “the eyewf therday”
etc. (Guerin, Y4%): ©+3). The sun is a multidimensional symbol, but
in resistance poetry of Afghanistan, it is recalled for its propitiousness,
love, the power of revealing the dark face of the traitors.
¥-t, The negative manifestations of mother archetype

According to Jung, dragon, grave, coffin, death, carnivorous
animal, deep water, nightmare, and the devils are the most important
exemplary evil symbols of mother (Jung, Y3A3: Ye).[The “horriblel’
mother” of Jung, in resistance poetry of Afghanistan is manifested as
earth, city, night, season, death, the sea, the dragon, etc.
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¥-¢-Y, The Earth

The negative aspect of the earth in resistance poetry of Afghanistan
is described for being swallower and fatal. This way, the resistance
poetry exhibits the dark face of the war and its ruins. For example, in
Kazemi’s poem, the earth, the victory of Mujahidin, and the restart of
the war are shown as symbols of the swallower storms. The eruption
of the storm from the deep inside the earth denotes the other aspect of
the earth (Kazemi, Y+)Y: 1), Talking about the darkness and the
oppression of the earth, Mozaffari too curses the civil war and the
presence of Taliban.
Y-£-Y. Motherland

The motherland in resistance poetry of Afghanistan is another
exemplary evil symbol of mother. The resistance poetry due to three
decades of war and corruption in Afghanistan enters the name of the
country in the list of harmful monsters. “Ceilings without wall” by
Kazemi is one of the examples of this manifestation in which the poet
highlights the evil deeds of the exemplary mother expressing as
“rainless clouds”, “untitled graves”, etc. While the Russian army is at
the very peak of its tyranny, the poet evokes the destructor aspect of
the motherland, and depicts the growing force of death.
Y-£-Y1ISeasons

Seasons and months are some natural examples of mother
archetype. Seasons, as separates warm, cold, rainy and snowy days,
are considered the source of life, or the famine. Seasons and months in
the resistance poetry are the sources of bloody Killings, infertility,
famine, drought, tyranny and cruelty. Among others, the spring which
is the season of resurrection of nature and fertility, in resistance poetry
Is generating disasters and bloody events. The bloody coup of Sour, as
well as the victory of Mujahidin, both, took place in Ordibehesht (the
second month of spring).

¢ Conclusion
Analyzing the manifestations of the mother archetype in resistance poetry
of Afghanistan we come to the following conclusions:

. Resistance poetry uses both the real and the natural
manifestations of archetype, the most important manifestation
of which is Afghan woman as a real mother of the poet and
other fighters. Different manifestations of this archetype
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appears as a “lovely mother”, and another a “horrible mother”.
The most important symbols among them are the earth,
motherland, the sun, fire, sea, night, grave, season, death, wolf,
and leopard. It is worth mentioning that the negative
manifestations of mother archetype, as the resistance poetry
requires, have appeared more commonly.

Y. The main reasons for evoking the mother archetype in the
resistance poetry are the invasion of Russia, Killing and
tyranny of the puppet governments, civil wars, killing brothers,
complicity of traitors for becoming a member of Taliban.

Y. Using some old archetypes such Ave, behavioral patterns such
as disloyalty towards the mother, and other similar patterns,
throw the current destiny as well as the current history of the
motherland to the heart of flowing archetypes. This way, the
resistance poetry becomes rich, deep, impressive and lasting.

Keywords: Archetype, Symbol, Exemplary mother, Resistance poetry of
Afghanistan
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