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Abstract

\. Introduction

Resistance in postcolonial studies is crucial for the establishment of
cultural autonomy and individual identity against dominant cultures.
This concept has historically promoted freedom and the empowerment
of marginalized identities. The resurgence of resistance studies today
is driven by innovative perspectives influenced by postcolonial and
feminist methodologies in the context of neocolonialism. This study
delves into the intersection of postcolonial theories, resistance, and
ttttttt t nn diii il isssss Beloved sdd hhaddd eeeee eess A
Thousand Splendid Suns, exploring how resistance can shape
individual identities against oppressive narratives.

The concept of maternal resistance in these novels transcends
traditional roles and becomes a powerful tool for understanding
struggle, independence, and identity formation in the face of
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neocolonial discourse. Morrison and Hosseini portray maternal figures
as agents of resistance against oppression, with Beloved highlighting
the sacrifices of maternal resilience in the context of slavery, and A
Thousand Splendid Suns glorifying the mother as a catalyst for
transformation. By reclaiming maternal resilience in its existential
sense, the authors emphasize the role of mothers in shaping resistance-
based identities and narratives.

Through a comparative analysis of Beloved and A Thousand
Splendid Suns, this research aims to highlight the role of maternal
resistance in shaping independent identities. Sethe and Mariam, as
protagonists, represent the resilience of maternal figures in the face of
adversity and oppression, showcasing the transformative power of
maternal influence on shaping agency and identity. These novels
navigate themes of struggle, liberation, and cultural identity,
emphasizing the importance of resistance in constructing cohesive and
self-constructed identities against oppressive forces.

Y. Methodology

In this section, we delve into the intricate concept of resistance as
envisioned by Gayatri Spivak, where marginalized individuals
strategically employ essentialism to resist dominant power structures.
S°>?77” ° eeeeeeciiee aaaaeess ITT e€eee aaagLEEE gL €eSSCCCee as a
multifaceted phenomenon, encompassing cultural and linguistic
expressions that not only challenge existing norms but also pave the
way for the creation of new social paradigms rooted in mutual respect
add eeeeaaaa..... ... €ee,, S777777 7 il ssss sssd iittt nn eee
profound impact of neocolonial strategies on shaping diverse
narratives and the urgent need for authentic representations of
subaltern voices on a global scale. The ethical dimensions of
portraying marginalized communities are also explored, emphasizing
the importance of inclusive narratives that accurately reflect the
complex realities of subaltern lives and experiences. By delving into
S’ gttt -provoking  analysis, we begin to grasp the
transformative potential of resistance in reshaping conventional
discourses and amplifying marginalized voices, ultimately
contributing to a more just and equitable society. Through a careful
taail aaiinn ff S’”°”” * rrr ,, ee ccceeer eee ttt ccalLeeeess ff
power dynamics and the transformative potential of resistance in
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challenging systemic inequalities and fostering a culture of genuine
inclusion and empowerment.

¥. Discussion
¥-Y. The role of motherhood in fostering resistance and shaping
identity in the novel Beloved

This section explores the role of motherhood in Toni Morrison's
novel Beloved and its connection to resistance and identity shaping.
Sethe, the protagonist, grapples with the haunting presence of her
murdered daughter's spirit, which symbolizes conscience, longing, and
historical pain. Morrison portrays motherhood as more than just
biological and nurturing duties, but as a force intertwined with social
structures and tensions. Sethe's decision to kill her own child to
protect her from slavery is depicted as a symbolic manifestation of
maternal love and resistance against the oppressive system. It
challenges the superficial view of motherhood as mere caretaking and
highlights the complexity of Sethe's choice within the oppressive
environment and power dynamics. Sethe's act of sacrifice represents a
reclaiming of her identity as a mother and a rejection of the discourse
of master-slave ownership.

The relationship between Sethe and her daughter Denver reflects
the multifaceted aspects of motherhood and its interaction with
identity and resistance. Their bond incorporates a heritage of
resistance and shared secrets, showcasing the concept of “strategic
essentialism™ as defined by Spivak. Maternal love in the novel goes
beyond ownership and becomes a powerful tool for combating
oppressive systems. Sethe's agency in protecting her daughter and
asserting her rights challenges the servitude mentality imposed upon
her. Her actions signify a profound act of resistance and a rejection of
the life of enslavement. The imagery of blood and flesh emphasizes
the human embodiment of resistance and the full recognition of an
individual's existence. Mimetic behaviors between Sethe and Beloved
further reinforce the voices and efforts of resistance against oppressive
structures. Sethe's extreme actions and sacrifice are viewed as acts of
pure love and understood within the context of reclaiming and
affirming black women's identities.
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¥-Y. Unified Motherhood Resistance in A Thousand Splendid
Suns

This academic analysis examines the theme of maternal resistance
in Khaled Hosseini's novel A Thousand Splendid Suns. It argues that
Hosseini goes beyond traditional portrayals of motherhood and
presents a complex form of resistance against patriarchal oppression
through the interconnected experiences of the characters Mariam and
Laila. The analysis begins by emphasizing Mariam's marginalized
position as an illegitimate child, which reflects the broader
marginalization in Afghan society. Her subsequent forced marriage to
the abusive Rashid exemplifies the oppressive patriarchal structures
she confronts. The introduction of Laila, another victim of patriarchal
violence, establishes the basis for a unique maternal bond.

Drawing inspiration from the ideas of Toni Morrison, the analysis
suggests that the traditional mother-child relationship extends in A
Thousand Splendid Suns to encompass a collective resistance.
Mariam's maternal commitment goes beyond her biological daughter
and includes Laila and Azizah. This collective resistance goes beyond
the limitations of the "underdog discourse” and creates a unified front
against oppression. The narrative explores Laila's relationship with
Azizah as an example of this collective resistance. Laila's gaze upon
Azizah signifies a bond that surpasses biology, representing a
nurturing and protective force that challenges patriarchal norms. The
physical closeness and emotional intimacy between Laila and Azizah
further reinforce this sentiment. The analysis delves into the
philosophical foundations of this unified resistance. Mariam's
transformation from a marginalized figure to a protector embodies the
idea of the mother as a guardian of identity. This newfound agency
becomes a form of resistance that challenges established power
structures.

The arrival of Laila strengthens this resistance even more. Through
shared experiences and the formation of their maternal bond, both
women discover hidden strengths and a capacity for defiance. Their
intertwined destinies become a testament to the transformative
potential of collective resistance. In conclusion, this analysis argues
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that A Thousand Splendid Suns offers a nuanced perspective on
motherhood. Hosseini moves beyond conventional representations and
portrays a powerful resistance against oppression through the
unification of maternal roles. This unified front becomes a potent
symbol of defiance within a patriarchal society.

¢, Conclusion

The novels Beloved by Toni Morrison and A Thousand Splendid
Suns by Khaled Hosseini offer profound insights into the theme of
maternal resistance. These narratives challenge established societal
norms and present mothers as formidable figures who defy
predetermined identities, assert their agency, and safeguard their
children from oppressive forces. In Beloved, the protagonist Sethe
commits an unimaginable act: she takes the life of her own child to
prevent her from enduring the horrors of slavery. Sethe's action
represents an act of profound resistance against the institution of
slavery and the dehumanization it inflicts. By choosing to end her
child's life, Sethe disrupts the cycle of intergenerational trauma and
asserts her agency in determining her child's fate. This act, while
seemingly contradictory to conventional notions of motherhood,
reveals the depths of Sethe's love and her unwavering commitment to
protect her child from a life of bondage.

A Thousand Splendid Suns explores the resilience and resistance of
two women, Mariam and Laila, in the patriarchal society of
Afghanistan. Mariam, a marginalized woman, ultimately kills her
abusive husband, Rashid, to break free from the shackles of
oppression and protect her newfound bond with Laila. Her act of
resistance not only challenges the patriarchal power structures but also
defies the neocolonialist influences that perpetuate the marginalization
of Afghan women. In this narrative, maternal resistance becomes a
means of reclaiming agency and dismantling societal constraints. Both
novels delve into the complexities of motherhood, identity, and the
profound sacrifices mothers are willing to make for their children’s
well-being. They portray mothers as agents of change, willing to
confront and challenge the prevailing social, cultural, and historical
contexts in which they find themselves. These acts of resistance
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disrupt the narratives of victimhood and subjugation, highlighting the
strength, resilience, and transformative power of maternal love.

Beloved and A Thousand Splendid Suns present a nuanced and
powerful exploration of the multifaceted nature of maternal resistance.
They challenge conventional notions of motherhood, inviting readers
to reflect on the lengths to which mothers will go to protect their
children and assert their own agency in the face of oppressive systems.
These narratives serve as poignant reminders of the resilience,
courage, and indomitable spirit of mothers who defy societal
constraints and forge paths of resistance for the sake of their children's
freedom and well-being.

Keywords: Maternal Resistance, Spivak, A Thousand Splendid Suns,
Beloved
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