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1. Introduction

One of the ways to reflect the opinions and thoughts of people and
society in any period of history is literary works. Philosophical
sociologists such as Lukécs, Goldman, Piaget, and Bourdieu believed
that artistic creation has a social character and literary productions are
influenced by the social field. According to their point of view, when
a society faces its history-making events or common discourse, artists
and writers are also dissolved in this history and the reflection of this
dissolution is reflected in their literary production. The transformation
of the Iranian people's attitude towards the position of women started
from the constitutional era and as a result of relations with European
nations. At the beginning of this period, due to learning literacy and
becoming aware of some of their rights, women stepped into social
arenas and expressed themselves. This movement peaked in the forties
and involved the works of many writers, and since then this
development has increased day by day. One of the most important
topics of Golshiri's novels and stories is the description and analysis of
the position of women in society. The evolution of the status of
women in people's attitudes from the 1940s to the 1960s and 1970s
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can be clearly seen in the evolutionary movement of Gulshiri's
thinking in the transition from the novel "Shazde Ehtjab" to the novel
"Aenehaye dardaar".

2. Methodology

Following the emergence of new theories in literary criticism,
discourses corresponding to the criticism and reading of works related
to women also appeared. The discourse of feminism and later, the
discourse of post-feminism proposed their methods of criticism in the
field of women's studies. The critical discourse of post-feminism, in
both academic and democratic forms, was able to enter into literary
criticism more seriously than other approaches and analyze the status
of women in society. This article tries to examine the evolution of
Iranian society's ideology about women from the point of view of
Houshang Golshiri, according to critical methods related to
positivepost-feminism. The investigation and analysis of the subject is
done in a descriptive way and with a comparative look at the two
novels " Shazde Ehtjab™ and " Aenehaye dardaar "; Therefore, while
reading samples of texts from two works, the author's intellectual
transition from feminist components to positive-thinking post-
feminism is explained.

3. Discussion

Post-feminism is considered the third wave of feminism, which has
emerged with two academic reactions and people's culture, and its
general desire is to reform and improve more positive methods that
can be used to create transformation in the post-modern era. Positive-
thinking academic feminists, who are influenced by French
structuralist postmodernists, define gender in the broader context of
identity and difference. With an epistemological and completely
human attitude, they try to liberate women from the physical
monopoly of women against men, to unite them in order to reach a
society based on gender justice and relying on the totality of humanity
in the system of existence. In fact, their main goal, while realizing the
goals of the 1980 movement, is to restore the achievements of
feminism for the benefit of human societies.

What has put them in a critical position towards feminism is the
general desire of women for collective solidarity. As a result, post-
feminism can be seen as a type of intellectual maturity of women after



From Feminism to Post-feminism in the Works of Golshiri 203

awareness, which has reached an approach beyond feminism and its
limitations, which is able to explain a general and more humane image
of polarized gender. In fact, it is an image of the transsexual world and
the world of the evolution of human consciousness, in which, in the
case of the union of the sexes, there is no longer any distinction
between men and women, and if there is a difference in each of the
sexes, by complementing them, goes away. Regarding the reaction of
the people's culture, it can be said that this current is the anti-feminist
voice of those who were fed up with the extremes of feminism in
relation to mocking and humiliating women who worked as mothers at
home. And they criticized them. Reproduction of works based on
post-feminism and democratic culture mainly send the message that
women do not have to endure the limitations of feminism.

In any case, the transition from tradition to modernity and turning
to the world full of worries and preoccupations of literate women in
the industrial world caused a lot of pressure on them; As a result,
postfeminism was a movement to modify the status of women. In fact,
on the one hand, people's adherence to ideology and on the other hand,
the formality of customary-cultural tariffs prevented the continuation
of modern feminism's destruction and turning to post-feminist critical
attitudes.

Hoshang Golshiri, under the influence of "social studies™ and his
esoteric tendency towards this category, tries to challenge the crisis of
modernity in most of his works. It is as if he knows that sharing
people's culture in intellectual and academic developments is the only
way to get rid of this break and distress. The transition of Houshang
Golshiri as an intellectual writer from his famous work "Shazde
Ehtejab (1348)" to "Ayenehaye Dardaar (1370)" makes this issue well
evident. In these two of his works, he leads an upward journey from
the dissociation and distress caused by modernity towards the
establishment of a democratic postmodern system, which is
undoubtedly caused by social changes and the attitude of the author
and contemporary thinkers about women. His era and even the
generations after him.

4. Conclusion

Discourses are basically a reaction to common structures in social
systems. When the structures change, the discourses also change
direction. One of the important discourses in the postmodern era, the
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critical discourse of post-feminism emerged by the third wave
feminists and through their intellectual maturity after awareness. This
approach flowed in various forms among the theorists of this field.
Positive post-feminism approach is one of these forms that changed
the attitude towards women both academically and culturally. This
approach tries to criticize and revise the previous discourses of
feminism in order to reach a path towards the design of women's tea
house as a noble human being in the system of existence; Therefore,
he talks about the third gender, which is the whole human being
beyond gender (male or female) and tries to look at the role of women
in the system of existence regardless of any polarized view.

Hoshang Golshiri has tried to present the final discourse of women
without prejudice in his works to reach a better status and get rid of
the discontinuities and confusions caused by modernity. Due to his
special awareness and attention to people's thoughts and lifestyles, as
well as to collect the disturbed mind caused by modernity, he proposes
the desire of women in accordance with the criteria of human
ideology. Therefore, it seems By transitioning from " Shazde Ehtjab"
to " Aenehaye dardaar ", in an avant-garde way, he is in agreement
with the post-feminist attitude and searches for the position of women
in a human position.
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