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Introduction: The purpose of this study was to identify and analyze the use of
video referee assistance in Iranian Premier League football matches using futures
research.

Methods: The type of research is applied and analytical-exploratory in nature. The
statistical population included experts and professors in the field of sports
management who had published at least one research (research article, lecture,
research project, author and translation of a book) in the field of research. There
were also football referees and managers of the Iranian Football Federation. In
order to identify these individuals, purposive sampling method was used. This
sampling continued until the theoretical saturation was reached and finally 18
people (10 professors and 8 judges and managers) were identified as the sample.
Then, 15 people from the statistical community of the previous section announced
their readiness to perform cross-sectional analysis. Combined panel expert methods
and Mikmak cross-effects were used to analyze the data.

Results: The results showed that the most important drivers of the use of video
referee assistance in Iranian Premier League football matches, in order of
effectiveness, are: increasing the quantity and quality of video cameras,
standardizing stadiums, equipping stadiums and determining the location of
equipment and the use of the latest technologies.

Conclusion: Managers of the Football Federation of Iran are recommended to use
the results of the present study in order to maximize the effects of using video

referee assistance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The decision-making process of football referees is a very
difficult task, as it requires correct judgment (according to the
rules of foothall) in fast situations despite multiple players and
possibly limited vision. This issue has faced serious challenges
in football refereeing. After each football match, in various
television programs and also in the referees' committee, the
refereeing expert is conducted and the refereeing decisions are
evaluated, and the result of these evaluations in some cases
leads to the revelation of refereeing mistakes. The wrong
decision of the referee can be due to inadvertent mistakes,
such that the referee did not see the scene or did not have
enough vision. Also, the referee may deliberately and for
various reasons make decisions in favor of one of the teams in
the match. Various researches have introduced several reasons
such as the effect of crowd noise, hosting score, previous
decisions, a team's aggressive reputation, players' physical
appearance, etc., for referee bias in decision making. In sports,
a referee is often blamed for a team's negative result and
convicted and fined for bias in enforcing the rules. However,
the referees' fines and convictions have no benefit for the
affected teams.

Methods

In terms of the type of applied research, this research is
analytical and exploratory based on the new methods of
futurology. For the analysis of information, it was evaluated
using environmental scanning and interaction/structural effects
analysis, and "Mikmak" specialized future research software
was used. Data collection methods in this research include:
review of sources and documents and environmental survey
(interview, expert panel and Delphi survey). The purpose of
the review of resources and environmental survey was to
identify the studied system, i.e. the use of video assistant
referee in the football matches of the Premier League of Iran,
and the factors affecting it. In this article, this review was done
by referring to books, articles, reports, interviews, and news
available in the world's public and specialized databases. After
searching for the main keywords and reviewing and refining a
set of relevant sources and documents, a significant number of
trends, measures, policies and programs affecting the current
state of using video assistant referees in the Iranian Premier
League football matches and its possible futures were
identified. Then, groups of experts and experts were selected
for interviews, expert panel and Delphi survey, using a
targeted method of a standard type. As a result, the research
sample was selected by qualitative and selective method and
included 18 people. The statistical population included experts
and professors in the field of sports management who had
published at least one research (research article, speech,
research plan, book authoring and translation) in the field of
the research topic. There were also football referees and
directors of the Iranian Football Federation. In order to
identify these people, the purposeful sampling method was
used. This sampling continued until theoretical saturation was
reached and finally 18 people (10 professors and 8 referees
and administrators) were selected as a sample.

Results

After extracting the drivers from the results of the
questionnaires for measuring the importance and uncertainty
of key factors, in the second step of the Delphi process, the
influence and effectiveness of each of these factors on each
other was examined through the matrix questionnaire of cross-
effects analysis. In the method of structural analysis, the
influence of each trend (component) on other trends
(components) is graded. For this purpose, a 17x17 matrix
including 17 identified key components was used to determine
the status of each of them (in terms of influence, effectiveness
and mutual relations) in the system. The findings showed that
the most important drivers of the use of video assistant
referees in the football matches of the Iranian Premier League,
in order of the degree of influence, are: quantitative and
qualitative increase of video cameras, standardizing stadiums,
equipping stadiums and determining the location of equipment
and using the latest technologies. Managers of Iran Football
Federation are advised to use the results of this research in
order to use the maximum effects of video assistant referee.

Conclusion

By introducing the video assistant referee system and
installing it in these few stadiums, Iran's premier football
league can benefit from this technology, and then, by
equipping other stadiums, all games of the Premier Football
League were held using video assistant referees. This issue can
be important in gaining the experience of referees and players
of the Premier Football League while starting the work of this
technology in the Premier Football League of Iran and
identifying obstacles. In addition, the clubs qualified for the
Asian Champions League will not be deprived of hosting
privileges due to the lack of equipment of dedicated stadiums
with video assistant referee technology. Unfortunately, one of
the limitations of this research was the lack of similar research
in the field of identifying barriers to the implementation of
video assistant technology and the key drivers of using this
technology, and for this reason, it was not possible to compare
the research results with similar research. It seems that
although there are no such concerns in many developed
countries that own the style of football, it is not an easy task
for Iranian football and other countries of the same level to
implement video assistant referee technology; So that after
several years of introducing this technology, Iran's Premier
Football League is still without the use of video assistant
referee technology.
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