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ABSTRACT

Many highly-educated women in Iran are constantly migrating abroad to access excellent
facilities and take advantage of appropriate educational amenities. Considering that women
are part of the useful human resources, their migration can have consequences for Iranian
society. In this article, using the qualitative method and the phenomenological approach, we
examined the underlying factors for the migration of women to the United States. The
sampling method is purposive or criterion-based. In a phenomenological research, the
purposive sampling strategy is used to select the desired samples and units. The seven-step
Claizzi (Claizzi) and Diekmann analysis methods, which are used in the interpretive
phenomenological approach, were employed in this study. Identifying the lived experiences
of Iranian female students about the advantages of studying and working at universities in
Boston, the push factors for living, working and studying in Iran, and generally discovering
the lived experiences of Iranian female students are among the main objectives of this research.
In this study, we intend to find the meanings that migrant and educated women give to
studying at universities in Boston, and especially the diverse lifestyles in that country. The
interviewees, emphasizing their high education in Iran and familiarity with the liberal culture
of the West, mentioned categories such as patriarchal stereotypes in Iran, the dominance of
the traditional lifestyle, and the dominance of politics over the public sphere as obstacles to
their self-expression. During the interviews, they insisted on the prevalence of this neo-
patrimonial culture in Iran and considered their migration as an outcome of this culture.
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INTRODUCTION

Many highly educated women in Iran seek to migrate to other countries, especially
the West in order to access better facilities and educational opportunities available in
those counties. Given that women are considered a valuable human resource, such
migration can have significant implications for Iranian society.

PURPOSE

Identifying the life experiences of Iranian women from the advantages of studying
and working in the universities of Boston, the repulsive areas for working life and
studying in Iran and generally discovering experiences of Iranian women, from the
advantages of living in America from a like-minded person are key aspects of this
study. Also, in this research, an attempt is made to delve into the meanings that
immigrant and educated women give to studying in the universities of Boston, a US
city, and especially the diverse lifestyles in this country.

METHODOLOGY

This qualitative study employed a phenomenological approach to investigate the
factors motivating Iranian women to migrate to the United States. Purposive
sampling was used to select research population. As mentioned, in the
phenomenological research, the purposive sampling is used to select the desired
samples and units. The seven-step method of Colaizzi and Diekelman was used to
analyze the data in this interpretive phenomenological study.

FINDINGS

The study was aimed to identifying the lived experiences of Iranian female students
regarding their advantages of studying and working at universities in Boston, the
deterrents to living, working, and studying in Iran, and overall, to discover their lived
experiences regarding the advantages of living in the United States. The research
sought to find the meanings that migrant, educated women attribute to studying at
universities in Boston, and especially to the diverse lifestyles in that country.

CONCLUSION

The interviewed women, emphasizing their high level of education in Iran and
familiarity with Western liberal culture, cited patriarchal stereotypes in Iran, the
dominance of traditional lifestyles, and the prevalence of politics in the public sphere
as obstacles to expressing their talents and excelling in their field of studies.
Throughout the interviews, the participants insisted on the dominance of this neo-
patrimonial culture in Iran and considered their migration to be a consequence of
this culture.



NOVELTY

So far, no study has been conducted on the feminization of elite migration in Iran
using critical phenomenology. Therefore, the difference between this and previous
studies is their subject matter and methodology applied.
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