Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 16(3), 75-108, Summr 2024

Mirhosseini, Z., & Bagheri Nasab, L. (2024). Sociological analysis of the contexts and grounds for
economic violence against women; A case study of women in Mashhad. Interdisciplinary Studies in
the Humanities, 16(3), 75-108. doi: 10.22035/isih.2024.5184.4949

hhttps://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2024.5184.4949 URL: https://www.isih.ir/article_485.html

2008-4641 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

Sociological analysis of the contexts and grounds for economic
violence against women; A case study of women in Mashhad

Zahra Mirhosseini*’, Leila Bagheri Nasab®

Received: Mar. 6,2024; Accepted: Jun. 9, 2024
ABSTRACT

Violence against women is one of the most critical issues in sociology and an example of
human rights violations that occur widely at the global level. One of the dimensions of this
violence is financial or economic mostly perpetrated by husbands, making the life of women
without income difficult by putting them in financial distress. The present article is based
on an interdisciplinary study in sociology and economics, employing a gender-oriented
approach within women's and family studies. This is a qualitative research, in which, semi-
structured interviews were utilized as the data collection tool. The statistical population
consists of married women in the city of Mashhad, from which 26 individuals were
purposefully selected from the city's thirteen districts. The sampling method was purposive
and accessible, while thematic analysis was employed for data interpretation. Overall, the
findings indicate that seven subcategories—including "lack of constructive relationships
among spouses,” "family as a context for violence," "gender stereotypes and violence,"
"women's subordination in the family power structure,” "patriarchy and male hegemony,"
"women as victims of socio-economic crises," and "legal gaps and the neglect of women's

"o

economic rights"—serve as underlying factors contributing to the emergence of economic
violence. The results suggest that considering the socio-economic transformations, the
experience of financial violence among women has the potential to proliferate, impacting
their lives significantly.
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INTRODUCTION

Violence against women, commonly referred to as domestic violence, is a significant
issue within sociology and a manifestation of human rights violations. It manifests in
various forms and affects women's lives in multiple ways. This phenomenon is not
confined to a specific class or society rather engages individuals from all backgrounds,
races, and social strata. According to the World Health Organization, one in three
women worldwide experience some form of violence and is affected by it (World Health
Organization, 2018). Therefore, exploring domestic violence as a social problem, which
can influence other aspects of society, is of particular importance (Yekehkar & Hosseini,
2018: 49). The rise of violence against women globally has been established (Bousrap et
al., 2020) and encompasses various forms, including physical violence, psychological
violence, sexual violence, verbal violence, social violence, and economic violence.
Economic violence against women by their partners consists of behaviors that put the
wife in financial distress, complicating the livelihood of women without income. This
form of violence has distinct manifestations and components; among these are any
economic exploitation by the partner, failure to provide living expenses, creating
financial hardship for the woman and children, not recognizing financial autonomy for
the spouse, interfering with her income and savings, damaging the wife's personal
belongings, excessively scrutinizing household expenditures, and compelling the
spouse to relinquish her rights and income to the husband (Yekehkar et al., 2019:51;
Sharbatian et al., 2016: 57). In this context, the aim of the present research is to
separately investigate the issue of economic violence perpetrated by husbands against
their wives with a gendered perspective, and to gain a profound understanding of the
unarticulated dimensions and both overt and covert aspects of the economic violence
against women within the family by intertwining sociological and economic
dimensions of this issue.

METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach with a case study strategy,
considering all married women in the city of Mashhad as the target population.
Subsequently, interviews were conducted with 26 of these women from 13 different
districts of Mashhad. The participants included a nearly equal representation of
employed and housekeeping married women, encompassing a wide range of
educational backgrounds from below a high school diploma to doctoral degrees. The
sampling method employed in this study was purposive and convenient, with the
sampling process continuing until data saturation was achieved. The data collection
tool used was semi-structured interviews. For data analysis, thematic analysis was
utilized. Initially, the data from each interview were coded and analyzed in relation
to the other interviews, where similar patterns and themes were extracted and
categorized. Ultimately, this led to the identification of several main categories,
subcategories, and initial concepts.



FINDINGS

The findings derived from semi-structured interviews conducted with 26 married
women in the city of Mashhad, along with their narratives and statements regarding
the contexts and underpinnings of financial violence within the family, categorized
into a total of 48 initial concepts. These were further categorized into seven themes:

"o

“Lack of constructive spousal relationships,” "Family as a catalyst for violence,"
“Gender stereotypes and violence,” “Women's subordination within the power
hierarchy of the family," "Patriarchy and male hegemony,” "
social-economic crises," and "Legal gaps and the neglect of women's economic rights."
Based on the findings, it can be concluded that access to money and financial
resources within the family embodies gendered concepts and is considered a

cornerstone of power within family structure. Furthermore, the intertwining of issues

"o

Women as victims of

in the contemporary era has led to many social events being closely linked to
economic crises and problems. Factors such as the financial instability of the spouse
and the presence of financial crises in society were highlighted by participants as
influential aspects related to the economic contexts of financial violence against
women.

CONCLUSION

Most studies conducted in the field of family sociology in Iran have been based on
the general idea that women are confined to the home and subjected to male
dominance. However, the findings of the research by Sharifi-Sa’i and Azad armaki
(2021) indicate that, among the younger generations of women, the widespread
exercise of power and male dominance within families has diminished. This change
may be influenced by social transformations, increased awareness and economic
empowerment of women, as well as their agency within the family. As demonstrated
by the findings of this research, the level of women's education and employment, the
expansion of their social networks, and the educational level of men contribute to a
more equitable distribution of power within the family and enhance women's agency
in financial decision-making. This situation suggests that women’s awareness—being
influenced by external employment, empowerment, and income generation, even at
the household level through entrepreneurial activities (Mir-Hosseini et al., 2023)—
may increase, thereby enhancing their decision-making power in their lives.
Consequently, access to financial resources might play a less significant role than
previously assumed in influencing their agency in financial matters within the family.

NOVELTY

The innovation of this study lies in conducting a qualitative and in-depth
investigation that addresses the hidden and complex dimensions of economic
violence against women in the family. It benefits from interdisciplinary research in
sociology and economics and adopts a gender-sensitive approach to identify the
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contexts and backgrounds of economic violence, as one of the forms of domestic
violence, based on the narratives and lived experiences of women.
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