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Abstract

Tombstones of the Islamic era have a wide range of different types, shapes, and motifs. These stone works are an
expression of human thinking about death and the afterlife. By placing tombstones on the graves of their dead,
Iranian Muslims, in addition to preparing the ground for the inscription of the name and date of death of the de-
ceased, also symbolically expressed their intentions through the shaping of the tombstones. When looking at other
cemeteries in different regions of Iran, it is possible to observe several types and forms of tombstones used by
stonemasons in the past. These types and forms originated from religious thoughts, beliefs, and customs, and were
not accidental. The diversity of tombstones in each geographical region reflects the diversity of beliefs, culture,
and customs compared to other regions. The lIzeh region is one of the regions with the most Islamic tombstones
in various types and forms. In this research, which takes a descriptive-analytical and historical perspective and is
based on field and library studies, the aim is to introduce and analyze the type of stone lion on tombstones. This
analysis will consider volumetrics, structural features, decorative motifs, and the dating of these tombstones. The
information collected from field studies indicates the existence of two types of tombstones in the shape and size
of animal bodies (statues) in the Islamic cemeteries of the Izeh region. The first type consists of a one-handed and
one-piece figure made of stone in the shape of a completely abstract sculpture of a lion, while the second type,
identified and introduced in this research, is known as the crenated stone lion. This type of tombstone is a com-
bination of two common types found in the cemeteries of the Izeh region: crenated layered tombstones and stone
line tombstones. This newly identified type carries deep meanings and concepts related to the high social status of
the deceased in the eyes of the Bakhtiari people. In terms of number (4 samples), this type is the rarest among the
tombstones in the cemeteries of the 1zeh region. All four instances of this type of combination have been identified
and recorded in the Shaheswar lIzeh Islamic Cemetery.

Key words: Islamic cemetery, tombstone, Shaheswar Izeh, stone lion with congress, late Islamic era

1- Email: Seyyed_rasool@yahoo.com
2- Email: hossein.feyzi63@gmail.com

2- Email: h.hashemi@umz.ac.ir

(Date Received: 2023/07/15 - Date Accepted: 2023/11/12)



