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Abstract

Problem Statement: Vernacular literature has been a subject of visual representation by
illustrators since ancient times. From the late Safavid period and early Qajar era, this
popularity and appeal grew with the emergence of lithographic printing, especially in
illustrated form, which played an influential role in spreading and publishing these
narratives. One such example is the story of “Deldadegi-e Nush Afarin” and “Shahzadeh
Ibrahim.” The origin of this vernacular story is likely from the Safavid period, but the
author and the exact time of its composition are unknown. Nevertheless, its acceptance
and popularity among the general public have resulted in numerous versions of this story
in the form of handwritten and lithographic prints. This research focuses on examining
the visual characteristics and features of 14 lithographic prints without signatures
(illustrator’s name) from the vernacular story “Nush Afarin Gohartaj” in the 1293 AH
version (preserved in the Astan Quds Razavi Library with registration number 41083).
Objective: Introducing and examining the role of images in better expressing the concept
of the story and conveying it to the audience, as well as investigating the association
between the illustrated characters and the narrative trajectory in the images of the 1293
AH version of “Nush Afarin Gohartaj.” Consequently, exploring the relationship between
the illustrated characters and the text in the mentioned version is based on the theory of
text-image interaction.

Research Question: How and based on what features in the aforementioned illustrations
are the visualized characters in the story “Nush Afarin Gohartaj” (in the lithographic
print version published in 1293 AH) related to the narrative trajectory, and how does the
relationship between text and image align with the theory of text-image interaction by
Marianikolaeva and Carol Scott?

Research Method: The research methodology employed in this study is descriptive-
analytical, and data collection is conducted through library and archival sources.

* mostafa.shateri@yahoo.com
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Regarding other theoretical sources, books are
utilized in their physical form, while theses and
articles are accessed through online databases.
The data analysis method is qualitative, and after
identifying and examining the visual elements
present in the images, including characters,
spaces, imaginary creatures, and disruptions of
norms, the relationship between images and text
is investigated based on the theory of text-image
interaction by Nikolaeva and Scott.

Conclusion: Based on the theory of text-image
interaction by Marianikolaeva and Carol Scott
in the analysis of illustrations in the book “Nush
Afarin Gohartaj” (1293 AH), it is evident that the
anonymous illustrator has played a significant role
in the overall work. The depiction of characters
and the spaces in which the story unfolds solely
relies on the illustrator’s craftsmanship. The
visuals created align with the narrative trajectory,
faithfully representing the events mentioned in the
story and progressing in sync with its storyline.
However, a deeper analysis reveals that in some
instances, the illustrator has made choices beyond
mere representation, going beyond the surface
appearance. In certain sections of the story
text that involve intense and chaotic scenes, the
illustrator prefers to depict closed-off encounters
and portray a confrontation (Images 18, 7).
Regarding details such as clothing and facial
features, the artist reflects the characteristics of
(Qajar period art based on the prevailing societal
norms and influences (Images 13, 9, 4). At times,
the artist takes precedence over the text by adding
or altering the arrangement of visual elements to
complement and enhance the concepts present
in the text. In terms of spatial representation,
while the artist follows the narrative movement
and illustrates the indoor and outdoor spaces
according to the description in the text, Western
and subsequently Qajar features are observed due
to the lack of detail references in the text. The
presence of horizontal and vertical framing in the
backgrounds of the images, the use of curtains,
columns, and decorative elements such as vases
and furniture, all reflect the characteristics of
Qajar art influenced by the West. Regarding the
facial expressions of the characters, since the
illustrator did not attempt to represent or convey
various emotions in the faces (possibly due to lack
of skill or sufficient attention and priority on the

artist’s part), the states and emotions present in the
text do not have a significant visual representation.
After examining the relationship between the
story characters and the narrative trajectory
based on the fivefold relationships proposed by
Nikolaeva and Scott for the text-image connection
in picture books, it is found that the majority of
the 14 illustrations in the mentioned version have
a parallel relationship. However, some images fall
into the complementary relationship category,
and one of the images depicts an increasing
relationship in detail.

Keywords: Narrative illustration, lithographic

printing, vernacular stories, Nush Afarin
Gohartaj, text-image interaction theory.
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Picture 5: The arrival of kings to propose to the daughter of the King
of Damascus (Unknown, 1293: 4)
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Picture 6: The court of Sultan Ibrahim and the arrival of a merchant
(Unknown, 1293: 6)
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Picture 7: The Battle between Khan Mohammad and Malik Bahman
(Author’s chosen title) (Unknown, 1293: 13)
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Picture 9: The Court of Shah Jahan with the Prince (Unknown, 1293: 47)
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Picture 8: The Battle between the Prince and the Commander (Un-
known, 1293 20)
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Picture 10: Nush Afarin, the Prince, and the Musicians (Unknown,
1293: 78)
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Picture 11: The Battle between Sultan Ibrahim and the Princes (Un-
known, 1293: 83)
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Picture 13: The Mourning Assembly for Nush Afarin (Unknown,
1293: 90)
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Picture 12: The Girl and the Killing of the Minister and Sheriff
(unknown, 1293: 87)
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Picture 14: The Island and the Prince and his Companions and the
Tree (Unknown, 1293: 95)
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Picture 15: The Prince and his Companions Riding on the Back (Un-
known, 1293: 98)
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Picture 16: The Battle between the Prince and the Demon Alghama

(This image is distorted and the title was chosen by the Authors)
(Unknown, 1293: 100)
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Picture 18: The Battle between the Prince and Malik Bahman (Un-
known, 1293: 120)
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Picture 17: The Murder of Nush Afarin by Amir Salim and Riding
her (Unknown, 1293: 118)
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