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Pictographs are a visual representation of culture, mentality, and different human-environment
interactions in an ecosystem. The art of pictography is historically one of the most common
methods for societies to convey their meaning that has been featured on stone-rock panels and
frames and they have been produced and reproduced like media from prehistory to contemporary
times. The diversity and abundance of pictographs in most zones of the Iranian plateau highlight
the fact that their pictographs need to be further studied. This is worth noting because most
pictographs were made by illiterate individuals, groups, and communities in the past. Since
pictographs were made in stone-rock environments, Isfahan province was a special place for this
artistic representation. However, Isfahan has rarely been the subject of archaeological studies of art.
Hence, the pictographs of Dombeh Mountain near Isfahan city are the subject of our study. Since
there are no precise dating methods for determining when the pictographs were made, this study
aims to recognize and thematically understand the motifs and narrative scenes and experimentally
analyze the pictographs of Dombeh Mountain. The research questions aligned with our goals are:
1. what motifs are found in pictographs of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan? 2. What is the drawing
style of pictographs of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan? 3. What are the constituent elements of
pigments used in pictographs of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan? 4. What period do pictographs
of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan belong to? And 5.What regions in Iran and cultural data can
be compared to the pictographs of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan? Regarding method, this is a
qualitative and quantitative study by gathering data using field, experimental, and documentary
research. The results indicate that almost 90% of the human motifs were in front view, and the
animal motifs were all in profile. Goats were painted more professionally, similar to their real
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narrative scenes, including pastures, hunting, dancing, riding, etc. In ancient times, a ritual dance
was performed during harvest or when praying for rain. In the study area, a ritual dance was
performed during hunting as a thanksgiving ritual. Due to the regional climate, goats were mostly
used as livestock by the local residents. Regarding the main pigment used in motifs of Isfahan,
the result of analyzing red or ocher pigments indicates that they contain a high content of Fe,
which is related to iron oxide or hematite mineral compounds, which is in red ocher. Furthermore,
Al, Si, Mg, and K were identified in three analyzed sample points, which are usually found in
clay compounds. These compounds, along with hematite, are the constituents of ocher pigment
formed on limestone rocks. The painted scenes on Dombeh Mountain narrate ranching, farming,
and recreational hunting. In fact, the painter painted a completely naturalist and realistic picture
based on the everyday activities of the people living around him which indicates the dominant
way of living at that time. Motifs of Dombeh Mountain in Isfahan are all created in a realistic
style. The creators painted the pictographs with a lot of precision and elegance, and they were
perfectly able to represent human and animal gestures and movements while dancing, praying,
or hunting. From an aesthetic point of view, the creator has tried to include as many details and
characteristics as possible in each pictograph. Another interesting point is that the pictographs are
located in an area with a desirable climate and a seasonal spring, which made it a perfect location
for a farming and ranching lifestyle (semi-sedentary). The climate, water, and vegetation of the
area turned the subsistence economy into a proper choice of living in the area, and thus, almost all
the areas surrounding the pictographs depended on this type of living. Most probably, this living
system was dominant in the area in the distant past, and the pictographs were made by semi-
nomadic communities. The investigations reveal that the pictographs are similar to other areas of
Iran, such as the petroglyphs of Songon (Arsbaran), Bawki (Azna), Timreh (Khomein), Djerbat,
Khore Hanjiran, Mahabad, Chalamber, and western Iran in terms of motifs (not the nature of the
paintings). Regarding the dating of pictographs in Dombeh Mountain of Isfahan, animals and
tools are noticeable. Comparing these motifs with the cultural information related to the Iron Age
(e.g., horse, plow, bow, arrow, and yoke), the pictographs cannot date back to more than the 2nd
millennium BC. Dating tools were used for the chronological analysis of pictographs in Dombeh
Mountain of Isfahan in terms of morphological comparison to other petroglyphs and cultural
information. Therefore, the pictographs can be cautiously dated back to the Iron Age, i.e., the 1st
and the 2nd millennium BC, based on the animal motifs and the discovered tools.

Keywords: Pictograph, Dombeh Mountain of Isfahan, Chronology, Pigment, Representation
Methods

References: Aali, Abolfazl, 2012, Rock Art in Zanjan: Review of Rock Paintings in Zanjan:
Review of Agdash Mahneshan Rock Paintings. Payam Bastan-Shanas magazine, p. 10, p. 19,
spring and summer, pp. 133-149

AbuNaimlIsfahani,Hafez, 1997, ZikrAkhbarIsfahan,translatedbyNurullahKasaei,Soroush, Tehran
Adeli, Jalal, 2000, newly discovered motifs in Hemian. Cultural heritage, crafts and tourism of
Lorestan province, unpublished report

Afshari, Hassan & Bashtani, Marzieh-Al-Sadat, 2019, the newly discovered color motifs of the
Humian people and its place in the life of the Kohdasht hills of Lorestan. Bastan-Pajuh magazine,
year 19 and 20, vol 24 and 25, pp. 102-120

Afshari, Hassan, 2018, Documenting and examining the ancient patterns of color motifs of the
Lashkurguiye rock shelter in Maymand, Kerman in 2018. The first conference on archeology and
art history, Babolsar University.



Scientific Quarterly Journal

Alden, J, 2015, Reviews book Nomadism in Iran, Antiquity, No. 66, Published online, 6 Aug
Ali Beigi, Sajjad & Khosravi, Shekoweh, 1999, Evidences of the social-economic institutions (?)
of the Iron Age societies in the center of the Iranian plateau, Archaeological Studies, Vol 1, Vol 1,
(consecutive 1), Spring and Summer, pp. 85-108

Amoozgar, Jhaleh, 2006, Mythological history of Iran. Address, Tehran

Anati, Emmanuel, 1998, writing on the wall, translated by Mohammad Eskandari. Journal of
UNESCO Message, Q 29, No. 335, pp. 10-16

Anati, Emmanuel, 2004, Rock Art, translated by Mehran Hashemi. Book of Art Month, No. 71
and 72, pp. 111-118

Asadi, Ali (2007), Ashkeft Aho; A rock shelter in Bastak city (Hormozgan). Archeology Journal,
New Period, Year 2, Vol 3, pp. 65-70

Askari-Khanqga,Asghar & Kamali,MohammadSharif, 1378, generalanthropology,Address, Tehran
Bakhtiari-Shahri, Mahmoud, 2008, investigation and study of new petroglyphs of Dasht Tos,
Archaeological Studies, Vol 1, pp. 44-21

Bartholimae, Chr, 1994, Altiranisches Worterbuch: Strassburg

Behbahani Irani, Homa; Behrang, Bahrami; Firouzeh, Agha Ebrahimi Samani & Saatian, Roya,
2009, Identifying the role of natural structures in the formation of the cultural landscape of
the ancient settlement of Takht Suleiman using modern remote sensing technology, Journal of
Environmental Science, Vol 36, No. 54, pp. 109- 120

Beik-Mohammadi, Khalil-Allah; Janjan, Mohsen & Nasreen Bey-Mohammadi, 2013,
introduction and analysis of new petroglyphs of collection B of Lower Arges (Malair-Hamadan)»,
Archeology Journal, Vol 2, pp. 121-140

Beik- Mohammadi, Khalilullah; Janjan, Mohsen and Beik-Mohammadi, Nasreen, 2013,
introduction and analysis of new petroglyphs of the Lower Barges collection (Malair-Hamadan).
Archeology Journal, Vol 2, Vol 2, pp. 121-140

Bigleri, Fereydon; Moradi Bistoni, Alireza & Jamshidi, Fereydoun, 2007, report on the
investigation of the motifs of Cheshme Sohrab cave (Maravoza), Dinur, Kermanshah, Ancient
Studies, New Period, Year 2, Vol 3, pp. 50-55

Burni, Mak, 1969, preliminary report on the investigation and excavation of the caves of Kohdasht
region, translatedby Dzibah AllahRahmatian, Iranian Journal of Archeology and Art, vol 3, pp. 14-16
Cassirer, Ernst, 1925, The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms, translated by Yadullah Mogen.
Hermes, Tehran

Chevalier, Jean, Gerbran, Alan, 2008, The Culture of Symbols, Translation of Sudaba Fadaeli,
vol. 4. Jihoon, Tehran

Dehkhoda, Ali-Akbar, 1971, dictionary, Tehran University Press, Tehran

Diakoneft, A.M, 1978, History of Mad. Translated by Karim Keshavarz. Payam, Tehran
Durant, Will, 1991, History of Civilization, translated by Ahmad Aram Moghadam. first volume,
Islamic Revolution Publications and Education, Tehran

Farhadi, Morteza, 1995, Museums in the wind, introducing the huge collection of innovative
petroglyphs of Timre, Social Sciences Quarterly, No. 7 and 8, pp. 16-61

Farhadi,Morteza, 1998, Museumsinthewind. PublicationsofAllamehTabatabayiUniversity, Tehran
Farozandeh, Mahfouz, 2008, a research on Iranian dances from ancient times to today, Farhang
Mardom Magazine, Vol 29 and 30, pp. 175-200

Farzin, Alireza, 1993, Lorestan in the passage of history, Publications of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Lorestan

Faculty of Art Shahed University

Abstract22/236

Summer 2024 - NO70



Abstract23/235

Summer 2024 - NO70

Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

Framkin, Gregoire, 1991, Archeology in Central Asia, Translated by Dr. Sadegh Malek
Shahmirzadi, Publications of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran

Fraser, James George, 1890, The Golden Branch of Research in Magic and Religion, Translated
by Kazem Firouzmand, Agha, Tehran

Garajian, Imran; Adeli, Jalal & Papli Yazdi, Leila, 2010, The newly discovered petroglyphs of
Hamiyan. Journal of Anthropology, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 84-100

Gardhan, Ezatullah, 1972, Marlik Seals, Marlik Magazine, vol. 2, University of Tehran, pp. 1-
31

Ghorbani, Hamidreza, Sadeghi, Sara, 2015, Petroglyphs of the Central East, Chahar Tree
Publishing, Birjand

Goft, C, 1970, Neglected aspects of Luristan art.Jaarboek van het Genootschap Nederland-Iran
stichting voor culturele betrekkingen [Annuaire de la Société Néerlando-iranienne] 5, pp 27-37
Habibi, Mansoureh, 2001, Silk, Symbols and Symbols (Animal and Plant Patterns), Kitab Mah
Honar Magazine, Vol 49 and 50, pp. 118-120

Hall, James, 2011, Pictorial Dictionary of Symbols in Eastern and Western Art, Translated by
Rugqiyeh Behzadi. Contemporary culture, Tehran

Heydari, Mohammad, 2003, Saravan rock paintings, Gahnameh Avai Bastan, S. 2, Vol 3, pp. 2-48
Hossein-Abadi, Zahra, Safura, Xila, 2019, symbolic and religious foundations in the petroglyphs
of the Saravan Valley sculptors, Fine Arts - Visual Arts, Vol 25, Issue 2, Summer, pp. 65-74
Insol, Timoni, 2012, Archeology of religion and ritual. Translated by Vahid Askarpour, Parse
book translation and publishing company, Tehran

Izad Panah, Hamid, 1969, prehistoric paintings in the caves of Lorestan, Iranian Journal of
Archeology and Art, vol 3, pp. 6-13

Izadpanah, Hamid, 1969, Doshe Cave Paintings. Archeology and Art of Iran, Vol 4, pp. 53-57
Jafari-Dehaghi, Mahmoud, 2012, The Myth of Rainmaking in Ancient Iranian Mythology, Iranian
Studies, Vol 2, No. 4, pp. 53-60

Karimi,E,2014, TheRockPaintingsofKuh-e-DonbehinEsfahan,Centrallran,Arts,Vol3,pp.118-134
Kolman, Hovar, 1984, Iran and Iranian Civilization, translated by Hassan Anoushe. Amirkabir,
Tehran

Labaf Khaniki, Rajab Ali & Bashash, Rasul, 1373, Lakh Mazar petroglyphs in Birjand, series of
research articles, Tehran, publication series of National Art Association

Linton, Ralph, 2008, The Course of Civilization. Translated by Parviz Marzban. Scientific and
Cultural Publishing Company, Tehran

Long, Julian, beta,The evolution of culture, Translated by Bijan Daneshvar, Guntberg, Tehran
Magsodi, Mehran; Fazli-Nashli, Hassan; Azizi, Qasim; Gilmore, Gavin & Schmidt, Armin, 2011,
The role of conifers in the distribution of prehistoric settlements from the point of view of geology
and archeology (case study: Jajroud and Haji Arab conifers), Natural Geography Research, Q 44,
Vol 4, pp. 1 -22

Mehrafarin, Reza, 1996, investigation of the cultural signs of animal motifs on the cylinder seals
of [lam. Masters thesis in archeology, historical period, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares
University

Mohammadian, Fakhreddin; Sharif-Kazemi, Khadijah & Mehrafarin, Reza, 2018, reflecting on
the role of bow and arrow in the history and culture of Iran. Two scientific quarterly journals of
art research. Q9. Vol 17, pp. 33-46

Mohammadi-Far, Yaqub, Hemti-Azandriani, Ismail, 2013, introduction and analysis of Azandrian



Scientific Quarterly Journal

Melair rock carvings, Social Sciences Quarterly, Vol. 64, Spring, pp. 223-252.
Mohammadi-Qasrian, Sirvan, Naderi, Rahmat, 2006, investigation and study of the rock carvings
of Khara Hanjiran (Mahabad), Journal of Ancient Research, Vol 2, No. 3, pp. 61-64
Mohammadi-Qasriani, Sirvan, 2014, rooting in the modern tradition of writing monuments in
Iranian petroglyphs, Payam Bastan-Shanas, S. 12, No. 24, pp. 115-124

Mullah Salehi, Hekmat Elah; Saeedpour, Mohammad; Momeni, Atusa; and Bahramzadeh,
Mohammad, 1386, Archeology of rock paintings in the southern mountains of Qazvin province,
Journal of Archeology, Vol 2, No. 3, pp. 35-49

Naseri Fard, Mohammad, 2007, rock museums, rock art. Navai Danesh Publishing House, Arak
Noorollahi, Ali, 2015, Rock paintings of Yazlichai, Gandam-kouh and Zaghram, Jestarha (Diyar),
S. 1, Vol 1, Spring, pp. 113-85 White, Leslie A, 2018, The Evolution of Culture, translated by
Fariborz Majidi, Nosle Aftab Publication, Tehran

Otte, M, Adeli, ] & Remacle, L, 2003, Art rupestre de I oust iranien. West Iranian Rock Att,
INORA (International Newsletter on Pock Art) 37, pp 8-12

Pordavoud, Ebrahim, 1966, Saddle, Bow and Arrow (a leaf from the history of weapons in Iran).
Journal of historical studies. Vol 7, pp. 29-45

Pordawood, Ibrahim, 2002, Notes of Ghats. Asatir Publishing House, Tehran

Pourkrim, Hoshang, 1975, Jaft, Traditional Agricultural Production Unit in Iran, Anthropology
and Popular Culture of Iran, Vol 2, Autumn, pp. 27-39

Qasimi, Taher, 2006, report on the study of Oraman rock motifs. Journal of Archaeology, Year 2,
Vol 3, pp. 71-80

Rafifar, Jalaluddin, 2005, Arasbaran petroglyphs, Institute of Anthropology, Cultural Heritage
and Tourism Organization, Tehran

Rashidi-Nejad, Massoud; Delfani, Maryam & Sotafi Zadeh, Narges, 2008, Introducing the
petroglyphs of Djerbat, Jajarm city, Modares Archaeological Researches, Vol 1, No. 2, pp. 166-
174

Rezaei, Munireh, 2014, Feasibility of implementing an agritourism project in Najvan Natural
Park, Isfahan, Master’s thesis, Isfahan University of Arts, Isfahan

Rousseau, Pierre, 1967, History of Industries and Inventions, translated by Hassan Safari. Amir
Kabir, Tehran

Sabzi, Musa, Hemti-Azandriani, Ismail, 2019, review and analysis of Borujerd petroglyphs,
Lorestan province, Archaeological Researches, vol. 2, period 10, summer, pp. 91-112

Sadeghi, Sara & Faizi, Farzad, 2021, The new paintings of gold petroglyphs of Qorveh in
Kurdistan, Volume 42, Vol 4, Winter, pp. 488-504

Sadeghi, Sara & Ghorbani, Hamidreza, 2017, Investigation of human motifs in the carvings of
eastern Iran, Khorasan Cultural and Social Studies Quarterly, Vol 12, Vol 4, Vol 48, Summer, pp.
122-91

Sadeghi, Sara & Rahimi, Saeed, 2019, Cups of Iran (Kurdistan Province), Aindegan publishing
house, Tehran

Sadeghi, Sara, 2018, a methodical and scientific archaeological-anthropological study of the
inscriptions of Kurdistan province (to achieve an index role for chronology). General Department
of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism of Kurdistan Province: Unpublished

Sadeghi, Sara, Jovanmardzadeh, Ardeshir, Faizi, Farzad & Rahimi, Saeed, 2021, traces of
shamanism in the rock art of western Iran; (Case study: Kurdistan’s gilded petroglyphs), Visual
and Applied Arts Journal, Volume 14, Issue 34, Series 34, Winter, pp. 41-65

Faculty of Art Shahed University

Abstract 24/234

Summer 2024 - NO70



Abstract25/233

Summer 2024 - NO70

Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

Sadeghi, Sara; Ghorbani, Hamidreza; and Hashmi-Zoraj-Abad, Hassan, 2014, investigation of Aso
petroglyphs in Birjand city, Khorasan Social Cultural Studies Quarterly, Vol 9, Vol 3, Vol 36, Summer,
pp. 75-96

Sanai, Majdod bin Adam, 1995, Hadiga-al-Haqigah and Sharia-al-Tariqah, corrected by Modares
Razavi. Tehran University Press, Tehran

Sarhaddi, F, 2013, Pictograph and Petroglyphs of Saravan (Sistan-Baluchistan .Iran), Ancient Asia,
43,pp. 1.8

Sarkhosh Curtis, V. & Simpson, S. T. J, 1997, Archaeological News from Iran, IRAN, Vol XXXV,
pp. 137-44

Shapourshehbazi, Alireza, 1376, Horses and Horsemen in Ancient Iran, Archeology and History
Journal, Q. 11, Vol 1 and 2, Autumn, pp. 27-40

Sheikh Akbarizadeh, Samira; Amirhajilo, Saeced & Arab, Hassan Ali, 2013, an interpretive study of
the new rock paintings of Zah-Klot Jazmurian, Iranian Studies, Vol 12, Vol 24, Autumn and Winter,
pp. 195-215

Shidrang, Sonia, 1997, Meyole rock motifs; Novelties in the North of Kermanshah, Journal of
Archaeology, New Period, Q2, Vol 3, pp. 55-64

Taheri, Sadr al-Din, 2011, dance, game, drama, investigation of dramatic actions in pre-Islamic works
of Iran, Journal of Fine Arts - Dramatic Arts and Music, Vol 3. Vol. 43, pp. 49-41

Taj-Bakhsh, Hassan, 1993, history of veterinary medicine and medicine in Iran, Tehran University
Press, Tehran

Vahdati, Ali Kabar, 2010, Stone canvases: report on the investigation of two rock art collections
in North Khorasan province (Jerbat and Upper Nargeslavi), North Khorasan: Publications of the
General Department of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism of North Khorasan Province.
Vahdati, Ali-Akbar, 2009, Stone canvases: A report on the investigation of two rock art collections in
North Khorasan province, Archives of the General Department of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism of North Khorasan Province (unpublished)

Vaziri, Alingi, 1998, General history of visual arts. Hirmand Publications, Tehran

Vialo, Danny, 1998, Prehistoric Imagination. Translated by Ali Mensheri. Journal of UNESCO
Message, Q29, No. 335, pp. 17-21

Wolff, Hans, 1993, Ancient Handicrafts of Iran, translated by Siros Ebrahimzadeh. Scientific and
Cultural Publications, Tehran

Zakari, Mohsen, 1969, Mythological Codes: Horse in Mythology, Book of the Month of Art, Ministries
of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Vol 85-86, pp. 154-158

Zutterman, C, 2003, The bow in the ancient Near East, a re-evaluation of archery from the late 2nd
millennium to the end of the Achaemenid Empire. Iranica Antiqua. XXXVIIL pp. 119-165



