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Typological consept1.
2. Kenneth D. Bailey.

3. Typology
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Apart from the fundamental and philosophical concepts of the Alam symbol, the subject of the evolution
of its structure, from the number of blades and statues to the traditional arts used in it, has been less
discussed. The creation of a special type of handiwork with the support of faith, which mostly consists
of statues, is exceptional in a country. The aim is to determine the evolution of Alam in Iran, to examine
the type and shape of statues and their symbolic concepts in the Safavid, Qajar and contemporary eras.
The questions that the present research tries to answer are: 1- What do the structure of Alam, the type of
statues and their symbolic concepts include during the Safavid, Qajar and contemporary eras? 2- What is
the basis of the typology of statues in the mentioned periods based on and what details should be included?
The current metal symbols that are called Alam which are used in the annual days of mourning of Imam
Hossein, peace be upon him, are actually wide and elongated examples of the single-bladed Alams of
the Safavid period. Before that, it was used in battle. In fact, we have seen the transformation of the form
and concept from war symbols to religious symbols. This period and later the Qajar era and finally the
contemporary era (the last four decades) are significant and referable periods in the construction of Alam
in Iran. Among its main components are metal sculptures with animal symbols, which are embedded
in a larger structure called Alam, which is rare and exceptional in the world. The research method is
descriptive-analytical and the method of collecting library and field information, which was completed
by examining more than 200 Alams and statues related to them. Of these, 30, 60, and 110 samples belong
to the Safavid, Qajar, and contemporary periods, respectively. The results prove that the structure of
Alam in the Safavid period has a single blade and an almond-shaped body, and brass metal has also been
used a lot in making Alams of this period. The art of meshing and calligraphy is used a lot, and its only
statue is the dragon’s head, which has its roots in eastern cultures. Dragon is a symbol of protection and
punishment of evildoers. In the Qajar era, Alam becomes 3 and 5 blades, the statues of peacock, dove,
Morghe-Rokh and lion are added to it. Part of the beauty of the peacock statue as a bird of paradise is due
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to its always raised tail. In the Alam, the peacock is attributed to the Imam Mahdi (peace be upon
him), the twelfth Imam of the Shiite Muslims. The tail of the pigeon statue is sometimes decorated
with religious writings and mesh work. The pigeon is a symbol of the message. Morghe-Rokh,
which is a legendary animal, was added to Alam during the Qajar era. This symbol is a metal statue
with the body of a bird, the face and the head of a human, often with a crown, which is a legendary
symbol and a belief that is related to the ascension of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Its body has
few arrays in the Qajar period. Birds often have raised tails and the art of gilding on steel has been
used a lot. Due to the technical possibilities of manufacturing, primary lions have a small size,
which is called «cat-lion». In the Alams, the lion is attributed to Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
and is a symbol of bravery. In the contemporary period and especially in the last four decades,
the structure of the Alam has become wider and the statue of four-legged grazing animals has
been used in its construction. The number of blades is 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and more. This era is one of the
significant periods of Alam-making, the reasons for which can be found in the following cases: 1-
The increasing expansion of mourning processions and the increase in favor of the symbol of Alam
2- The emergence of masterpieces of the steel and Alam making art, especially in Isfahan city and
next in Tehran. 3- Revival of past styles, including Safavid style with an almond-shaped body. 4-
Applying various fields of traditional arts in handicraft and artistic Alam as much as possible. In this
period, we saw the expansion of the industrialization of statues. From the point of view of quantity,
deer statues, then camels, rams, and sometimes horses are seen on the Alams. Deer is a sign of
the soul and is the most Iranian symbol of Alam. The body of the camel is not very diverse. The
typology of statues is based on the traditional arts and techniques used in them, and often includes
the art of netting, gilding on steel, hammering, casting and acid work.

Keywords: Typology, Alam Statues, Traditional Arts, Safavid, Qajar, Contemporary

References: Afrough, Mohammad (1394). Metalworking of Seljuk and Safavid periods, second
edition. Tehran: Jamal Honar.

Allan, James and Gilmour, Brian, (2000). Persian Steel: The Tanavoli Collection. For the Board of
the Faculty of Oriental Studies University of Oxford and the British.

Allan, James (2002). The Art of Steelmaking in Iran, translated by Parviz Tanavoli. Tehran:
Yasavoli.

Cirlot, Juan Eduardo (2013). A dictionary of symbols, translated by Mehrangiz Ouhadi, second
edition. Tehran: Dastan.

Bailey, Kenneth D. (2013). Typologies & Taxonomies: An Introduction to Classification Techniques
Tehran: Cultural Research Bureau.

Chevalier, Jean and Gerbran, Alain. (2008). Dictionary of symbols. Translated by Sudaba Fazayeli.
Tehran: Jihoon.

Cooper, Jean. C. (2012). Dictionary of ritual symbols. Translated by Ruqiyeh Behzadi. Tehran:
Nashre Elmi.

Canby, Sheila R, (2009). Shah Abbas: The Remaking of Tran . The British Museum Press, London
Ehsani, Mohammad Taqi (1989). Seven thousand years of metalworking art in Iran. Tehran:
Scientific and cultural publications.

Glock, Jay and Glock, Third Hiramoto. (1976). A look at Iranian handicrafts. Translated by Yahya
Zaka and Reza Alavi. Tehran: National Bank Publications.

Ibn Abbasi, Idris and Mugqtada’i, Ali Asghar (2013). Handicrafts and its evolution in Iran, second
edition. Tehran: Jamal Honar.

Mehrizi, Mehdi. (1388). Ashura movement and mourning culture. Tehran: Research and



Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

Development of Human Sciences.

Memarian, Gholamhossein and Tabarsa, Mohammad Ali. (2012). Type and typology of architecture.
The scientific-research journal of the Scientific Association of Architecture and Urban Planning of Iran,
number 6, fall and winter 2013, 103-114.

Khazaei, Mohammad (2007). The symbolic role of the peacock in the decorative arts of Tran. Book of the
Month of Art, pp. 111 and 112, December and December 2007, 6-12.

Mirzaei, Davood (2012). Hasrat Bagh - Mina’s wish, in Iranian abstract art; relying on Ashura Alams.
Kimiaye Honar, Vol. 2, Volume 1, 108 - 87.

Mohammadzadeh, Mehdi and Salahi, Golnaz. (2013). Thematic study of arrays and motifs in Qajar era
steel objects. Jelveh Honar, Vol. 9, spring and summer 2013, 76-63.

Moin, Mohammad (1963). The Persian dictionary, Volume One. Tehran: Amirkabir.

Museum of Contemporary Art. (2005). Masterpieces of Iranian painting. Tehran: Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art Publications.

Norton, Peter B, (1994). The New Encyclopedia Britannica. Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.
Volume 12.

Shaghaghi, Pejman (2005). The body of the gods. Tehran: ghasidehsara.

Shoaa, Asghar et al. (2014). Muharram and Safar in the culture of the Iranian people. Tehran: Radio and
Television Research Center of the Islamic Republic of Tran.

Thompson, Jon and R. Canby, Sheila, (2004). Hunt for Paradise: Court Arts of Safavid Iran, 1501 — 1576
Published by Milan: Skira; London: Thames and Hudson.

Seyyed Sadr, Seyyed Abulgasem. (2007). Encyclopaedia of arts and crafts and related arts. Tehran:
Simaye Danesh.

Yarshater, Ehsan, (1999). Encyclopedia Iranica. Rutledge & kegan paul. London, Boston, Melbourne
and Henley. Volume 1.

Zakavati Qaragazloo, Alireza. (2001).The effect of Sufism on mourning rituals. Book of the month of art,
pp. 39 and 40, December and December 2001, 17-14.

Zamani Saadabadi, Masoumeh and Shamili, Farnoosh (2020). Morphological comparative study of
glass straits of Iran and Egypt in the 3rd-6th centuries AH. Rahpooyeh Honar, Vol. 3, Volume 3.Fall
1399, 36-25.

Qasemi, Mohammad Ali (2015). llustrated murder Alams, research on Alam and its background. Qom:
Toubayemohabat.

Warner, Rex (2007). Encyclopedia of World Mythology, translated by Abolghasem Esmailpour. Tehran:
Myth.

Yavari, Hossein and Erfani, Fatemeh. (2013). Iranian traditional arts at a glance. Tehran: Azar
Publications.

URLI: https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-5421971 (access date: 2022/06/26)

URL2: https://www.davidmus.dk/en/collections/islamic/dynasties/safavids/art/32-2001 (access date:
2022/06/26)

URL3: www.researchgat.net (access date: 2021/09/16)

URLA: https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-4272389 (access date: 2022/06/26)

URLS: https://www.bmimages.com/preview.asp/image01440584001 (access date: 2022/06/26)

URL6: www.sothebys.com (access date: 2021/09/16)

URLT: https://www.proantic.com/en/display.phpid/771485 / (access date: 2021/09/27)

URLS: http://barakatgallery.comy/store/index.cfim/FuseAction/ItemDetails (access date: 2021/10/14)

URLDO: https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-5780281 (access date: 2022/06/26) Abstract 10/248
strac

Summer 2024 - NO70




Abstract 11/247

Summer 2024 - NO70

Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

URL10:https://www.bidsquare.com/online-auctions/artemis-gallery/17th-c-persian-safavid-brass-
kashkul-w-engraving (access date: 2022/11/08)

URLI11: https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/collection/artifact/beggars-bowl-kashkul

(access date: 2022/11/08)

URLI12: https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-5825800 (access date: 2021/09/27)

URL13: http://barakatgallery.com/store/index.cfim/FuseAction/ItemDetails (access date: 2021/10/14)
URL14: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/551761391834216819/ (access date: 2021/09/27)

URLI15: https://www.pinterest.pt/maryamcer/the-bird-of-prey/ (access date: 2021/10/21)
URL16:https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2021/doha-paris-un-decor-princier/two-
damascened-steel-birds-persia-qajar-19th (access date: 2021/10/21)

URLI17: https://www.proantic.com/en/display.phpid/771485 / (access date: 2021/09/27)



