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27. “Then at the gate of hell, | saw some coffins in a place.
Inside them snakes and scorpions were emerging and entering
again. When | asked Gabriel [about them], he answered: ‘“These
are people who are proud of heart, evil of nature, and haughty.
These snakes and scorpions torment them until Resurrection.
They remain in agony” (Gruber, 2008: 367).

28. F. 3v: Gabriel appears to the Prophet Muhammad in Mecca
and announces his ascension (Gruber, 2008: 371).

29. Another companion of the Prophet named Malik [b. Sac-
saca] transmits another report (rivayat qilur) after Umm Hani’,
cAli’s sister. Umm Hani’ said: “One night, the Messenger, peace
be upon him, was staying in our house. In the morning, he awoke
and said: ‘Many strange things happened to me last night.” We
asked: ‘Oh Muhammad, what happened?’ The Messenger, peace
be upon him, answered: ‘I will tell you. Listen to me... and said:
‘Oh Muhammad, God the Most High has showered you with His
graces and given to you endless favors. He has issued the decree:
‘Let him ascend tonight so that he can witness the work of Our
omnipotence and be honored by Our granting of favors” (Gruber,
2008: 358).

30. F. 47r: The Prophet Muhammad enters paradise (Gruber,
2008: 372).

31. “I said: ‘Let it be so.” We left at once for the Kawthar
Basin. I saw at the edges of the Kawthar Basin many qubbas,
or domes:37 some of them of pearl (inci), some of them of ruby
(qiz1l yaqut),38 and some of chrysolite (zabarjad). That water’s
soil was made of musk, and the pebbles in it were made of ruby
(quz1l yaqut).39 Also, its water was whiter than milk, sweet-
er than honey, and more aromatic than musk. The width of the
Kawthar Basin is one month’s journey. More numerous than the
stars in the sky, cups for drinking water were [placed] around it.
They were made of gold (altin), silver (kiimiis), hyacinth (yaqut),
chrysolite (zabarjad) and pearl (inci). Whoever drinks of that wa-
ter once will never feel thirsty again”( Gruber, 2008: 364).

32. F. 28v: The Prophet Muhammad observes the prophet
Abraham, seated on a minbar (Gruber, 2008: 372).

33. F. 42r: The Prophet Muhammad, helped by angels, crosses
seventy thousand veils (Gruber, 2008: 371).

34. “Passing that [place], | saw seventy thousand curtains,
some of light (nur), some of fire (ot), some of hyacinth (yaqut),
some of pearl (inci), and some of gold (altin). There were sev-
enty thousand angels guarding every curtain. As | reached one
curtain, an angel came, tookmy hand, and led [me] through that
curtain” (Gruber, 2008: 363).

35. F. 7v: The Prophet Muhammad flies past a sea called Kaw-
thar (Gruber, 2008: 371).

36. “Afterwards, Gabriel said: ‘Oh Muhammad, rise, let’s
move on.” I rose, looked ahead, and saw a ladder of light with
one end on earth and the other end in the sky. Gabriel said: ‘Oh
Muhammad, climb this ladder.’ I recited: “In the name of God,
the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful” and uttered many other
prayer invocations (ducalar) while | climbed up the ladder with-
out difficulty. | arrived close to the sky and there | saw a sea so
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5. Julia Kristeva.

7. Transtextualité.

4. Gruber, Christiane.

6. Gérard Genette.

8. Intertextualité. 9. Métatextualite.
10. Paratextualité.
12. Architextualte.
14. Transposition.
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The section describing the fourth heaven is absent in the man-

uscript, as a folio is missing between folios 19v and 22r (folios

20 and 21 are Ottoman inserted pages) (Gruber, 2008: 284).
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20. F. 5r: The Prophet Muhammad (on al-Buraq) and Gabriel

on their journey from Mecca to Jerusalem (Gruber, 2008: 371).

11. Hypertextualité.
13. Derivation.

21. “Then | left the house. Gabriel was standing [there]and
holding al-Buraq by the bridle. There were other angels hold-
ing seventy thousand standards [made] oflight (nur) and next to
each banner were seventy thousand11l angels. Upon seeing me,
they all greeted me and | responded by saluting them. After that,
I mounted al-Burag. When | strode it on earth, the distance of
eachstep was as far as the eye could see. When | turned the reins
toward the sky, it flew like a bird (Gruber, 2008: 358).

22. F. 9r: The Prophet Muhammad ascends to the first heaven
made of turquoise-colored enamel (Gruber, 2008: 371).

23. We passed this sea and arrived, by the command ofGod
the Most High, to the first heaven. I saw that it was made of
turquoise-colored enamel (firuze ranglig mina) and its width
spanned a distance of five hundred years. Gabriel knocked at the
gate and, as soon as he called thegate-keeper of this heaven, the
latter asked: “Who are you?’Gabriel said: ‘It is I, Gabriel, along
with Muhammad.” Asthe angel approached, it asked: ‘Oh Mes-
senger of God, has the time of your arrival come?’ As it opened
the heaven’sgate, it grace greeted me profusely, and I greeted it in
return. That angel said: ‘Oh Muhammad, welcome. Come in and
the world of heaven with your noble presence.” Whenl entered, I
saw seventy thousand angels which resembledthat angel waiting
at the gate. They all greeted me” (Gruber, 2008: 359).

24. F. 22v, lower: The Prophet Muhammad on the shoresof the
Sea of Fire (Gruber, 2008: 372).

25. Going past that [place], | reached a sea of fire. Gabriel
said: ‘On the Day of Resurrection, this sea of fire will be thrown
into hell, and the inhabitants of hell will be tortured by this fire”
(Gruber, 2008: 360).

26. F. 67v: The punishment of the haughty (coffins with
snakes and scorpions) (Gruber, 2008: 373).
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rived from the Lord Most High, stating: ‘Raise your head, praise
and glorify Me.” I raised my head and exclaimed: ‘Salutations,
prayers, and good deeds are to God.’33 (The meaning of this
is that whatever praise, glorification, and tasbih are uttered, by
whatever means almsgiving and sacrifice [are made], and what-
ever acts of devotion are accomplished, they are [all] for the Lord
Most High.) Then an oration arrived: ‘Peace be upon you, oh
Messenger, and may God’s mercy and blessing be upon you.’
(This means: “May you be saved from the terror and torment of
the Hereafter, and may mercy, blessing, and goodness be upon
you.”) Then I said: ‘Peace be upon us and upon God’s good ser-
vants.” (This means: ‘May the Lord Most High’s peace and mer-
cy be upon meand also upon the worthy followers’)” (Gruber,
2008: 362).
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large that no one knows its size except for God the Most High. I
asked: ‘Oh Gabriel, what is this sea?” Gabriel said: ‘This sea is
called the Sea of Kawthar. It is held aloft by the order of God the
Most High and no one knows this sea’s size except for God the
Most High” (Gruber, 2008: 359).

37. F. 11v: The Prophet Muhammad observes the angel of
half-fire and half-snow, holding two rosaries (Gruber, 2008:
371).

38. “Passing that [place], | saw an angel, half of which was
made of fire and the other half of snow. | asked Gabriel: “What
is this angel?” Gabriel answered: ‘This is the angel whose voice
is so booming that, when it recites a tasbih, men say that it thun-
ders.” It held two rosaries in its hands” (Gruber, 2008: 359).

39. F. 34r: The Prophet Muhammad arrives at the Lote Tree of
the Limit (sidrat al-muntaha) (Gruber, 2008: 372).

40. “Passing that [place], we arrived at the Lote Tree of
the Limit. What one calls the Lote Tree of the Limit (sidratal-
muntaha) is a large tree, some of whose branches are of chrys-
olite (zabarjad) and some of pearl (inci), with leaves like ele-
phant’s ears. Its fruits are large. At the base of the tree emerge
four rivers29 that flow into four canals. Two of the canals’ tops
are open, and two of the canals’ tops are closed. Of the two
canals whose lids are open, one is the Nile River, which flows
through the city of Cairo, 30 and one is the Euphrates, which
flows throughthe city of Kufa. Of the two canals whose lids are
closed, one is the water of Salsabil, which flows in paradise, and
one is the Kawthar Basin. Those two waters are whiterthan milk
and sweeter than honey” (Gruber, 2008: 362).

41. F. 49v: The Prophet Muhammad observes the huris riding
camels on Fridays (Gruber, 2008: 372).

42. “The Lord Most High created [paradise] for my commu-
nities. In a garden, | saw many huris, some of whom were sitting
on chairs, and some of whom wereholding each other’s hands
and were playing. Birds were coming toward them and sitting
atop those huris” heads. On Fridays, they rode camels to visit one
another and they went laughing and playing. Then they greeted
one another” (Gruber, 2008: 365).

43. F. 28r: The Prophet Muhammad flies through the seventh
heaven, made of light (Gruber, 2008: 372).

44. “Going forward from that [place], we arrived in the sev-
enth heaven. When Gabriel knocked at the gate and cried out,
that gate-keeper angel rejoiced and opened the gate. We entered.
That angel said: “Oh Muhammad, welcome. You have honored
us. May you be honored as well.” There were seven hundred
thousand archangels resembling the angel in charge of that heav-
en. That heaven was made of light (nur). There did not remain an
empty spot the size of a house [because] the angels were filling it
up completely” (Gruber, 2008: 361).

45. F. 44r: The Prophet Muhammad prays at the the baseof
God’s throne (Gruber, 2008: 372).

46. yourself.” When I arrived at the station of proximity and
prostrated myself, I saw (kordiim) the Lord Most High with the

eye of my heart (kongliim kozi bile). At that instant, a decree ar-
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