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Abstract

Media today has become highly pervasive and diverse, playing a significant role
in socialization and shaping societal behavior and media systems. On one hand,
people’s participation and utilization of media tools, and on the other, the actions
of media outlets and their agents, are subject to legal requirements that must be
transparently communicated and free from obfuscation, aligned with the clear and
explicit nature of the law. Therefore, it is essential to draft and refine media laws,
which involves compiling, categorizing, and distinguishing enforceable and valid
laws from obsolete ones.

The expansion of media in digital contexts, the role of radio and television within
this landscape, and the existing gaps in protecting the rights of program creators and
audiences have prompted us to examine the regulations governing media rights, par-
ticularly for radio and television, within the modern media environment. This study
focuses on Scandinavian countries, which are recognized as progressive nations in
the realm of media freedom, and compares their media systems with that of Iran. A
central finding of this research is the formulation of optimal principles for limiting
media freedom, which informs our conclusions and evaluations.

Our research reveals that Nordic regulations, adopted in Scandinavian countries,
offer a sound understanding of media freedom. Although domestic laws recognize
the necessity of certain limitations, in many cases, they exceed reasonable bounds,
while lacking a unified regulatory framework for the nation’s media. Thus, this
study proposes the establishment of a comprehensive media law that addresses
existing deficiencies across all media platforms.

This research seeks to identify and analyze the legal and regulatory differences in
radio and television governance between Iran and Scandinavian countries. Our aim
is to address questions such as: What are the differences in radio and television laws
and regulations between Iran and Scandinavian countries? How do these differences
affect the quality of media content and the operational freedom of media outlets?
With the core foundations of the topic clarified, this study will address media law in
the domain of radio and television in Iran. It will then proceed with a comparative
analysis of the legal frameworks governing Scandinavian countries, focusing on the
relevant regulations of the Nordic Council and examining how oversight is applied to
these communication tools. Subsequently, legislative challenges will be elucidated.
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This research employs descriptive studies through a library-based method, drawing on
document reviews. Library sources include books, articles, legal texts, journals, offi-
cial website content, and other credible materials. The primary sources for this study
are the laws of Iran and the Scandinavian countries. Conducted in alignment with
methodologies common in the humanities, this research involves examining books,
pamphlets, articles, and expert opinions in the field of law on the current topic.
Data collection relies on “note-taking,” studying articles, books, and theses related
to the research subject. More specifically, this research is structured to employ an
analytical approach, drawing on library resources to gather diverse views on me-
dia law related to radio and television in Iran and Scandinavian countries. Despite
limited resources on this subject, efforts will be made to analyze and discuss the
issues as comprehensively as possible through relevant books and articles.
Freedom of expression and the media is a fundamental pillar of a developed so-
ciety. However, the media must also observe certain boundaries to uphold collec-
tive interests and safeguard societal integrity. Media outlets should refrain from
publishing content that includes insult and defamation, hostile propaganda, hate
speech, violation of respect, or obscene materials.

The UN Human Rights Council recommends establishing regulatory and inde-
pendent institutions to promote self-regulation and internal industry controls as an
alternative to direct governmental oversight over media practitioners. However,
the spread of social networks requires the establishment of rules and standards
derived from universal values to ensure effective oversight. These standards could
be formalized through regional and international multilateral conventions, imple-
mented via a defined legal mechanism encompassing at least three steps: prior
notification, the opportunity to object to any blocking, and the adjudication and
announcement of the result, thereby facilitating judicial review of decisions.
The Scandinavian radio and television system is regarded as one of the world’s
most successful examples due to its independence, content diversity, and commit-
ment to freedom of expression. These media outlets play an essential role not only
as informational institutions but also in strengthening cultural values within socie-
ty. The rights associated with radio and television encompass various dimensions,
such as freedom of expression, intellectual property rights, and social responsibil-
ity. These rights not only shape media activities but also profoundly influence the
social and cultural structures of societies. Adhering to these rights can contribute
to the establishment of credible and effective media. In the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s broadcasting organization, freedom of expression and the dissemination of
ideas must adhere to Islamic principles and national interests. Additionally, the es-
tablishment of transmitters and the broadcasting of radio and television programs
nationwide remain under the exclusive control of this organization.
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