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Abstract

Introduction: A key requirement of governance is measurement and assessment
through indicators. Indicators enable the identification of changes within a coun-
try over time, evaluation of policy impacts, comparison between countries, and
description of a country’s current state, among other uses. In line with this, the
present study aims to develop a theoretical framework for constructing indicators
to assess the status of Islamic culture in cyberspace.

Objective: The objective of this research is to identify indicators of Islamic cul-
ture in cyberspace. The focus on indicators in this study is to describe Islamic cul-
ture within the digital sphere. The first and most crucial step in measurement and
indicator development is the establishment of a theoretical framework to support
the creation of statistical measures and indicators. A robust theoretical framework
serves as a foundation for constructing composite indices. This framework must
clearly define the phenomenon to be measured and its components.

Methods: Various methods for indicator construction and measurement have been
proposed; this study selects the Organization for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD) method. In all approaches, the initial and most essential step
is creating a theoretical framework for the indicators. This framework determines
which elements are essential and require indicators. Based on the methodology for
theoretical framework development, the study’s results revealed that theoretical
frameworks comprise components such as 1. measurement domain, 2. measure-
ment sub-domains, 3. concepts (composite indicators) within the sub-domains, and
4. dimensions of each concept. Through a literature review (documentary meth-
od), descriptive-analytical approach, and conceptual breakdown, the measurement
domain, its sub-domains, and their concepts and dimensions were identified.
Results: The measurement domain is “Islamic culture in cyberspace.” Based on
theoretical studies, four sub-domains were selected for this measurement domain:
1) Islamic beliefs, 2) Islamic values, 3) Islamic norms, and 4) Islamic and Muslim
symbols. In the fourth sub-domain, the focus extends beyond Islamic culture to in-
clude Muslim culture in cyberspace. Finally, the concepts within each sub-domain
and the dimensions of each concept were identified and summarized in four tables.
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Conclusion: The development of indicators and their theoretical framework plays
a significant role in government policy-making and planning. This study has cre-
ated a theoretical framework for assessing “Islamic culture in cyberspace.” Using
the specified method, numerous concepts (composite indicators) and their dimen-
sions (sub-indicators) were identified in the final tables of the study. In essence, all
elements required to assess “Islamic culture in cyberspace” have been identified,
making this framework a practical foundation for economics and statistics profes-
sionals to develop measures for each dimension (sub-indicator).

Keywords
Cultural policy, cultural measurement, indicator framework, cultural indicator,
cyberspace.
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1. Handbook on Constructing Composite Indicators

2. Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.
3. Theoretical framework.

4. Data selection.

5. Imputation of missing data.
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1. Multivariate analysis.

2. Normalization.

3. Weighting & aggregation.

4. Uncertainty & sensitivity analysis.
5. Back to the data.

6. Links to other indicators.

7. Visualization of the results.
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