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: Abstract

¢ The aim of this paper is to explain how subalterns are represented in Tangsir and
: Sang-e Sabur, two novels by Sadeq Chubak, a renowned Iranian novelist. By
: critically reviewing some famous subaltern studies approaches, we have
: developed a new concept of subalternity: marginalized-enclosed subalterns.
: Subalternity, based on the themes of the mentioned novels, is depicted in the
: following ways: amoral life in a filthy and dirty situation; severe social
: deviances consisting of murder, depravity and child abuse; superstitious and
: religious beliefs that relieve pain. Subalterns are also represented in the novels
: as victims of individual non-subalterns, with women appearing as double
: victims. Therefore, this representation produces passive subalterns. Moreover,
: without considering diversity, subalterns have been represented as a
: homogenous group with more or less similar characteristics. Subalternity has not
: been represented as an outcome of macro social structures, but rather as an
: outcome of their behavior and beliefs. Due to the said context, subaltern
: resistance has become rare, and inevitably, heroes have emerged. The subaltern
: has been introduced with certain inherent characteristics by emphasizing
: behavior, characteristics, and environmental stereotypes, in addition to the
¢ absence of structural factors. As a result of subalternity culture, subalternity has
: been reproduced. Subalternity culture has also produced passive, guilty, and
: ignorant subalterns.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The subaltern and its representation are fundamental
issues in recent studies, and opposing schools
encounter subalternity in different ways. Homi
Baba's and Spivak's theories are clearly the
mainstream approach to postcolonial studies in
South Asia. Spivak's essay, 'Can the Subaltern
Speak?' has guided a lot of researchers, but it has
also been criticized by others. As one example,
Thomas (2018) offers a serious critique of Spivak's
idea. Thomas believes we should distinguish
between ‘Expression’ and ‘Representation” which
Spivak ignores. Based on this distinction, Thomas
says, the subaltern can speak but it is important how
he/she is represented by others who are not
subalterns. Taking this argument into account, this
paper's primary question is: how are subalterns
represented? The main form of representation, on
the other hand, is the spatial representation of novels
when we look back to history. The works of Sadeq
Chubak are known for their discussion of subalterns.
Thus, we selected two famous novels written by
Chubak: Tangsir and Sang-e Sabur. Tangsir is a
narration of a subaltern man, named Zarmamad,
who is oppressed by some influential men and
cannot get his money back. He must therefore take
the gun and shoot them. Throughout Sang-e Sabur,
the main concern is the everyday life of subalterns
in Shiraz, a city located in the center of Iran. Chubak
gives a dark picture of subalternity in this book.
Both novels were written in the first half of the
1360s, a period during which subalternity in Iran
deepened. Every study of subalternity, based on
recent approaches, should answer two questions:
First, are they represented as a unity entity with
fixed, inherent, homogenous features or as a diverse
and plural group? The second question is whether
inequality and subalternity, in representations of
subalterns, are explained by the inherent
characteristics of subalterns, such as fatalism,
irresponsibility, illiteracy, irrationality, laziness, and
so on, or by social structures and processes that
produce subalterns. Attempts were made to answer
these questions.

2- Methods

The term subaltern has different definitions, as
stated in the introduction. Therefore, it is important
to determine the appropriate concept of subaltern
before reading the text. In this paper, we discussed
two main approaches to subalternity. The first
approach, based on the studies of South Asia,
defines subalternity in terms of marginality and
exclusion. Subalterns, in this approach, do not have
formal jobs, hence, not only are they not citizens but
they are also defined against citizens. The second
approach, which emerged from rereading and
reinterpreting Gramsci's Prison Notes, believes that

there is no distinction between citizen and subaltern
in the modern era. Thus, ‘excluded and
marginalized’ is replaced by ‘enclosed’ and every
citizen can be a subaltern in some situations. Though
the latter approach extends beyond the first, it is too
extensive to be of any use. Additionally, it ignores
an important and analytical concept: marginality.
Thus, we combined some aspects of both to create a
new concept of subalterns: marginalized-enclosed
subalterns. We can use this concept to refer to a
citizen who is in a marginal situation. Using this
concept, we read the two novels and extracted the
main themes through thematic analysis.

3- Results

As shown by the thematic analysis of the novels
mentioned, subalterns are represented by six main
themes: superstitious beliefs, violence, behavioral
deviations, amoral living in filthy and dirty
environments, religious beliefs reliving pain,
women as doubled victims, and passive subalterns.
As a matter of fact, the subaltern is described by
these characteristics. Additionally, subalterns are
represented as victims of individual non-subalterns
rather than victims of social structure or systematic
inequality. Therefore, this representation leads to
passive subalterns who are unable to resist and
accept all aspects of inequality, resulting in the
creation of the hero as a result. By emphasizing
Zarmamad's heroic actions, Chubak indirectly
implies that subalterns can resist if they so desire.
Therefore, this representation produces passive
subalterns. Moreover, without considering diversity,
subalterns have been portrayed as a homogenous
group with more or less similar characteristics.
Subalternity has not been represented as an outcome
of macro social structures, but rather as an outcome
of their behavior and beliefs. The subaltern has been
introduced with certain inherent characteristics by
emphasizing  behavior,  characteristics, and
environmental stereotypes, in addition to the
absence of structural factors. As a result of
subalternity  culture, subalternity has been
reproduced. Subalternity culture has also produced
passive, guilty, and ignorant subalterns.

4- Conclusion

Based on the two main questions of this paper,
we can say that subalterns are represented by
stereotypes that present them as a whole
without significant differences. This is as if
there were no differences between various
groups of subalterns. More importantly,
subalternity is represented as a product of
subaltern culture rather than social structure.
This study shows that criticisms of subaltern
representation are valid. It is therefore essential

Yazdaninasab, M & Rahimi, S. (2024). Passive subaltern: representation of subalterns in Tangsir and Sang-e
Sabur Written by Sadeq Chubak. Sociology of Culture and Art, 6 (1): 1-16.



Passive subaltern: representation of subalterns in Tangsir and Sang-e Sabur Written by Sadeq
Chubak

that the study of subalterns be conducted with a
serious and critical approach.
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