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Accepted: Objective: The current research describes whether teachers and school staff recognize high
JUIY 17,2024 ) school students in Tehran and proposes some sub-themes in which the research findings
Available online: are organized. Honneth’s theory of recognition provides a framework for understanding
August 31, 2024 students' lived experiences including their relationships with teachers and school staff.

Methods: The current study used interpretive phenomenology and a semi-structured in-
depth interview technique. The method of selecting participants (13 students) was in
accordance with purposive and maximum variation sampling. Results: Three main themes
were identified from the data to describe students' lived experiences: "the character of the
school staff as a system", "discrimination”, and "promotion of official religion-based
ideology".The negative experiences that were formulated under the "promotion of official
religion-based ideology" correspond to the second and, especially, the third levels of
disrespect according to Honneth’s theory, and those that fall under "the character of the
school staff as a system" and "discrimination" include all three levels of disrespect in his
theory. Not loving, caring, and supporting students, making students feel negative, and not
having empathy for them are all feelings that show the first level of disrespect, and when
we are faced with forcing students to submit to a certain ideology, we are actually dealing
with the denial of any plurality, and this is an instance of second-level disrespect. Finally,
Keywords: centralism, as well as prescribing a certain way of living/being, are both the third level of
recognition, love, respect, disrespect. Conclusion: The findings indicate that the recognition of students in school is
distorted, and this can cause them to face problems in understanding the collective and
society in general. The school can be considered as a community in which the demand for
recognition is disturbed.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

What establishes the core of self-
consciousness, identity formation, and
sociality is the awareness that others have
influence. If the determination of
recognition is to be seen in society, people
should learn about this relation-based
concept in the early stages of their
intellectual development. In the same way,
the quality of the relationships that are
developed during educational processes
between the members of a school
community has a huge impact on the
outcomes of school adaptation, learning,
and achievement. The recognition theory,
as a theory of educational justice, clearly
defines specific qualitative criteria that
schools must meet to ensure that all
students—without exception—are
supported in the acquisition of
experiences of recognition in the context
of daily school life. Self-confidence, self-
respect, and self-esteem are all notions
that can be properly understood in the
light of recognition. The current research
describes whether high school students in
Tehran are recognized by teachers and
school staff and proposes some sub-
themes in which the research findings are
organized. Therefore, the research
method is phenomenology, and two
central questions are considered: Have
students experienced their teachers and
school staff not recognizing them? If it is
so, how do they describe such
experiences?

2. Methods

The present research, using qualitative
methodology  and  Van Manen's
interpretive and hermeneutic
phenomenology, seeks to understand the
several aspects of the recognition
experience. Semi-structured in-depth

interviews with the participants were the
basis of the research. The participants
included male and female high school
students in the northern and southern
areas of Tehran, and purposive and
maximum variation sampling was used.

3. Results

In the current research, students'
descriptions of their relationships with
teachers and school staff were discussed
under three general themes: (1) the
character of the school staff as a system,
(2) discrimination, and (3) promotion of
official religion-based ideology. However,
each of these three themes includes some
sub-themes.

(1) The character of the school staff as a
system: the first theme actually refers to a
wide range of students' descriptions.
Teachers’ and school staff’s status in terms
of personality and psychological, moral,
and academic characteristics, as well as
whether they acknowledge students'
rights, are central to how students relate
to the school and the education process.

(2) Discrimination: to distinguish the
second theme, five sub-themes can be
presented: A) recognizing the student
because the school staff considers her /his
parents to be the financial sponsor of the
school, B) isolated student, C) prioritizing
some fields of study by teachers and
school staff, D) academic achievement is
the only way for a student to be
recognized, and E) dialect problem

(3) Promotion of official religion-based
ideology: during the interview, the
students pointed to the set of factors that
cause  negative  experiences.  The
promotion of official religion-based
ideology is the foundation of this set of
factors. As the students have reported, the
school staff denied them the right to
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choose their lifestyle to realize this
ideology.

4. Conclusion

Honneth’s theory, taking into account the
inevitable modification that must be made
at its first level, is a very useful resource
for understanding these experiences and
their consequences. The negative
experiences that we have formulated
under the "promotion of official religion-
based ideology" correspond to the second
and, especially, the third levels of
disrespect according to Honneth'’s theory
(actually, the policies that this theme
refers to are officially the denial of the
third level of recognition), and those that
fall under "the character of the school staff
as a system" and "discrimination" include
all three levels of disrespect in his theory.
Not loving, caring, and supporting
students, making students feel negative,
and not having empathy for them are all
feelings that show the first level of
disrespect, and when we are faced with

forcing students to submit to a certain
ideology, we are actually dealing with the
denial of any plurality, and this is an
instance of second-level disrespect.
Finally, centralism, as well as prescribing a
certain way of living/being, are both the
third level of disrespect.
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