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Abstract

Objective: This research aimed to investigate the factors affecting wife abuse, emphasizing
the mediating role of spouses' attitudes towards the rights and duties of spouses among
husbands and wives in Azarshahr, Tabriz. Methods: The research method was a survey, and
the statistical population included all husbands and wives in the households and the social
emergency center of Azarshahr. The sample size consisted of 50 husbands and wives
selected from among the members of the statistical population using stratified, multi-stage,
cluster, and systematic random sampling. The data was collected by a researcher-made
questionnaire and a standard wife abuse questionnaire. Due to the small sample size
limitation, the Partial Least Square structural equation model was used for data analysis.
Results: The findings showed that the differences in gender, level of education, income,
level of wife abuse, attitudes, childhood experience of wife abuse, reasons for wife abuse
between the respondents of households, and social emergency were not significant, but the
age and number of children were significantly higher in the respondents of social
emergency center. The results of the Partial Least Square structural equation showed that
wrong attitudes had a direct effect on wife abuse of 29% and childhood experience of wife
abuse had a direct effect of 23%. The childhood experience of wife abuse had a direct effect
on wife abuse of 22% through the mediation of increasing wrong attitudes. The spouse's
education and the couple's income had a 29% and 23% negative effect on wife abuse,
respectively. Moreover, spousal income reduced 31% of the direct impact of wrong
attitudes on wife abuse. Conclusion: Increasing the awareness of couples about their rights
and duties will reduce wife abuse, and the socio-economic development of the family can
have a deterrent effect on the reduction of this issue.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

In the present research, "wife abuse" is
specifically used to distinguish it from
other titles that include husband abuse.
Violence in the family in any form has
adverse effects on the mental, emotional,
physical, and social health of family
members. Wife abuse is the husband's
violence against a woman, which,
according to the definition by the World
Health Organization, includes "any act that
leads to emotional, psychological, and
sexual harm or violates the human rights
of the woman, or has the possibility of
affecting her health which may have a
hidden or obvious face” (World Health
Organization, 2012). According to the
report of this organization, about 30
percent of women worldwide have been
victims of physical or sexual violence by
their husbands or others during their
lifetime. Domestic violence occurs up to
20 percent in industrialized countries and
up to 70 percent in non-industrialized
countries (World Health Organization,
2014). The mediating role of attitude,
which indicates the direct and indirect
effects of effective factors on female
abuse, has been considered in this
research. The main purpose of this study
is to investigate the factors affecting
women's abuse with an emphasis on the
mediating role of the couple's attitude
towards the rights and duties of the
couple.

2. Methods

The research followed a survey,
descriptive, and explanatory methods. The
statistical population included all married
men and women of Azarshahr households
located in East Azerbaijan who had at least
one year of cohabitation and also included

all abused women and abusive men who
referred to Azarshahr social emergency.
The sample size was 20 men and women
from normal households and 30 from
abused women and abusive men referring
to the social emergency of Azarshahr; a
total of 50 people was selected by
Cochran's formula.

3. Results

The results showed that a total of 30
percent of the respondents "sometimes or
always" experienced violence against
women in their lives. Wrong attitudes had
a positive path coefficient of 0.29 on
female abuse. Childhood experience had a
positive path coefficient of 0.79 on wrong
attitudes and a positive path coefficient of
0.46 on female abuse. Education also had a
negative effect of -0.29 on female abuse.
Moreover, income had a negative effect of
-0.23 on female abuse. Income reduced
the impact of wrong attitudes on female
abuse by -0.31.

4. Conclusion

According to the results of the study, the
researcher suggested the following to
reduce the abuse of women:

1) Educational programs in mass media
and social work measures should be
implemented by relevant organizations in
order to improve the attitudes of husbands
and wives towards their rights and duties.

2) In the curriculum, the correct models
of raising children in the family and its role
in the behavior of women abuse in
adulthood should be considered more.

3) Low-income and illiterate groups
should be prioritized in reform planning.

4) More attention should be paid to the
fair distribution of wealth and improving
the living conditions of families in
government policies.
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Table 1: Parametric/non-parametric test of variables
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Table 2: Validity and reliability indicators of constructs
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! Partial Least Square structural equation modeling
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Table 3: Collinearity index between constructs
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Table 4: Description of contextual variables of the respondents
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Table 5. Mean rank difference test of the socio-economic status of normal respondents and social
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Table 6: Index of total prevalence of female abuse among respondents
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Table 7: The relationship between false knowledge and the amount of female abuse
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Table 8: Correlations of false beliefs with the index of female abuse
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Table 9: Correlation of incorrect attitudes with the index of female abuse
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Table 10: Test of assumptions and estimation of path coefficients and significance level
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Table 11: Examining the explanatory power of the model
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Figure 1: The reconstructed model of the explanation of female abuse based on PLS structural
equations
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Figure 2: Output model explaining female abuse
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