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Abstract: Electronic monitoring through the use of Global Positioning System (GPS)
controls criminals from a distance. It also offers the possibility of their regulated and limited
presence in society while serving their punishment. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method, this article aims to analyze the effects of electronic monitoring of parents on
children's personality development and the continuity of criminals' family lives. According
to the study's findings, electronic monitoring can serve as a family-oriented judicial decision.
It represents a more advanced implementation of the principle of personalization of criminal
responses and confines the punishment's side effects to the offender. Because electronic
monitoring is associated with considering the offender's personality, capacity, responsibility,
and role in the family, it can provide a foundation for the performance of their normal family
functions and respect for the rights of other family members. Ideally, it can result in family
self-sufficiency, healthy personality development of children, and the continuity of family
life. In cases where the offender under electronic monitoring is far removed from their
family, it can protect the family from potential inappropriate behaviors of the offender and
provide a foundation for suitable interaction between him and family members in the future.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Family-Oriented Study of Electronic Monitoring

Introduction: Electronic monitoring (hereafter referred to as E.M.) serves as an
alternative to traditional imprisonment, allowing offenders to maintain a presence
within their families and, to some extent, the broader community. This approach
aligns more closely with the principle of individualization of punishment, as it
mitigates the collateral consequences of incarceration on family members.
Additionally, E.M. reduces the infringement of rights and interests of other family
members, thereby minimizing harm to the family unit.

Despite the family-oriented nature of E.M. and its undeniable positive effects, a
more thorough and realistic evaluation of its function is necessary. Part of this
evaluation involves comparing traditional imprisonment with E.M. across various
dimensions.

The implementation of E.M. should be informed by an understanding of the six
fundamental functions of the family: protective, economic, political-managerial,
emotional-relational, cultural-leisure, and sexual-marital functions. Furthermore, it
is essential to carefully consider the impact of E.M. on family privacy, the continuity
of family life, the psychosocial development of children, their emotional growth,
and the dynamics of gender roles within the family.

Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing data
obtained from library resources.

Findings:

1. The implementation of electronic monitoring (E.M.) does not require the consent
of the offender's family members, which raises concerns regarding the potential
infringement of their privacy and the physical boundaries of their living space.
However, in comparison to traditional imprisonment, E.M. tends to interfere less
with the communicational privacy of family members. To safeguard the family's
informational privacy, it is imperative that social workers and private sector entities
involved in the implementation and supervision of E.M. demonstrate a strong
commitment to privacy protection and professional confidentiality.

2. E.M. has the capacity to enhance the continuity of family life and to mitigate the
adverse effects associated with a family member's temporary absence.
Nevertheless, the mere presence of the monitored individual within the household
does not guarantee the fulfililment of normal familial roles. It is possible for the
offender to be marginalized during the enforcement of E.M., potentially weakening
intra-family relationships, such as those between spouses and between parents and
children. Therefore, E.M. alone cannot ensure the continuity of family life for the
offender unless additional necessary conditions are met.
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3. Regarding the impact of E.M. on children's psychosocial development, it appears
that implementing E.M. for criminal parents is a more effective strategy for
fostering secure attachments in children than incarcerating them alongside their
mothers until the age of two. Moreover, in contrast to imprisonment, E.M. reduces
the likelihood of harm to children's self-esteem, provided that the quality of the
parent-child relationship remains positive. Additionally, E.M. diminishes the risk of
the offender's passivity at home, thereby enhancing family safety and reducing the
potential for undermining the child's self-confidence.

4. The presence of parents in the home significantly influences the emotional
development of children. When parents under E.M. actively engage in their
parental roles, they can play a vital role in fostering their children's emotional
growth.

5. E.M. increases the likelihood of children learning gender roles. The presence and
active involvement of parents at home, along with the child's perceptions of their
parental roles, significantly affect the acquisition of gender roles.

Conclusion: Considering the impacts of electronic monitoring (E.M.) on familial
benefits and interests, it is crucial to address the needs of families and manage the
challenges associated with this novel form of punishment. One significant challenge
is the societal stigma surrounding the presence of offenders within the community
while they are serving their sentences. Legislators, including those in Iran, often do
not recognize E.M. as applicable to all offenders. Factors such as the severity of the
committed crime and the perceived dangerousness of the offender frequently
preclude the implementation of E.M. Furthermore, eligibility for E.M. is typically
restricted to individuals with no prior criminal record, those deemed rehabilitative,
and those possessing mitigating circumstances. These limitations significantly affect
the social acceptance of E.M. and are generally aligned with the interests of the
family as a social institution.

However, the approach taken by Iranian lawmakers to restrict E.M. solely to ta’ziri
(discretionary) imprisonment while excluding haddi (prescribed) imprisonment
lacks robust justification. Moreover, exile, as a form of prescribed punishment,
could also be administered through E.M. It seems that Holy Lawmaker does not
regard punishment, including imprisonment and exile, as static phenomena detached
from evolving rational developments and societal perceptions. Ultimately,
punishment is a social phenomenon, and religious legislation does not overlook this
reality.

Nevertheless, the mere presence of the offender within the family under E.M. does
not inherently guarantee the fulfillment of the family's needs or the resolution of its
challenges. Any dysfunction within the parental role has the potential to adversely
affect the psychosocial development, emotional growth, gender role learning of
children, and the continuity of family life. Therefore, judicial authorities should give
special consideration to the family as a multi-functional institution when issuing
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E.M. orders. They must also leverage all available legal mechanisms to create the
necessary conditions for fulfilling the diverse functions of the family. Judicial
authorities can enhance the economic function of families by employing legal
strategies that require offenders to acquire specific vocational skills or professions.
In certain instances, it may be prudent to mandate that individuals convicted and
placed under E. M. pay alimony to dependents through supervision orders.
Additionally, authorities can facilitate this objective by creating job opportunities
within designated movement zones, permitting offenders to leave these zones for
employment, exempting low-income individuals from equipment costs, and
referring families to supportive institutions.

By utilizing supervision orders that restrict residence to specified locations, prohibit
contact with accomplices and co-offenders, mandate compensation for victims, and
engage social workers to assist with victim reconciliation, authorities can enhance
family security and reinforce its protective function. If deemed necessary, the
judicial authority may issue a supervision order requiring offenders to participate in
relevant educational programs, such as parenting, emotional and behavioral
management, self-esteem enhancement, and confidence-building. Participation in
these programs aims to mitigate potential harm to the child's psychosocial and
emotional development.

Given the paramount importance of the child's best interests, it may be essential to
designate a location outside the household for the offender to serve all or part of
their sentence. In such cases, if visits between the spouse and the offender are not
considered harmful, arrangements should be made to facilitate these interactions.
This approach would provide a foundation for fulfilling the relational and sexual-
marital functions of the family.
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