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ABSTRACT

The rise of the Korean music group, BTS, has been nothing short of phenomenal, captivating global
audiences with their unique blend of pop, hip-hop, and rhythm and blues (R&B). Since they have
been able to effectively employ elements from religion, their success extends beyond mere musical
prowess, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers. Their influence not only redefines the music
industry but also serves as a fascinating study in cultural exchange and the evolving landscape of
international entertainment industry. The present study is a data-mining exploration into BTS’s
phenomenal success in creating a huge fan base in Iran. This study, however, shows that BTS’s
influence in Iran is in decline as in three consecutive years leading to 2024 the tweets Iranians
published on BTS declined from 39237 to 23697, to 9215. We should note, nevertheless, that based on
our data, the hard core of BTS in Iran has remained intact and it seems that a group of highly loyal

Iranian female teenagers try to keep BTS alive in Iran.
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INTRODUCTION

The global music landscape has witnessed a seismic shift in recent years with the
explosive rise of the South Korean boy band BTS. Their carefully designed blend of
pop, hip-hop, and R&B, coupled with their strategic use of music videos and social
media, has transcended cultural and linguistic barriers, captivating audiences
worldwide. This phenomenon extends beyond mere musical prowess, as BTS's
lyrical themes often touch complex concepts such as self-discovery, social issues, and
most importantly, religion, resonating deeply with their devoted fan base - the
"ARMY". This article studies the story of BTS's remarkable success in Iran. While
their influence in the country undeniably remains, data suggests a potential decline
in its overall reach. However, this decline doesn't paint the entire picture. By
analyzing the data from various sources, this article aims to explore the intricacies of
BTS's impact in Iran, highlighting the unwavering dedication of a core group of fans,
particularly young Iranian females, who continue to keep the flame of BTS's
popularity alive across the nation.

PURPOSE

To investigate the recent decline in overall engagement with BTS in Iran: By
examining data and trends, this research aims to understand the potential reasons
behind this decline and its impact on the band's overall popularity in the country.
Furthermore, despite the decline, this research acknowledges the continued
dedication of a core group of fans. Therefore, an additional purpose emerges: To
shed light on aspects of support of a dedicated group of Iranian BTS fans. This
investigation tries to explore the motivations and characteristics of these fans,
offering insights into the enduring power of the BTS phenomenon and the enduring
connection it has forged with this specific audience segment.

METHODOLOGY

This research utilizes a multifaceted approach to analyze the Iranian online
audience's perspective towards BTS. Three primary sources of data are leveraged:

1. Google Trends: This popular website provides insights into the behavior of
users on the Google search engine, categorized by geographic location. It analyzes
the popularity of top searches across different regions and languages, utilizing
graphs to compare the search volume of various queries over time. Google Trends
serves as a valuable tool for researchers to study online public opinions and track
emerging topics and cultural shifts.

2. Pageviews Analysis: This website analyzes the number of pages viewed on
Wikipedia in different languages. It allows researchers to gauge social trends and
focus on public attention over time, acting as an “attention thermometer” to indicate
what the society is paying attention to and with what intensity. The number of views



of the Persian BTS Wikipedia page was analyzed across different time periods and
compared to similar topics.

3. Twitter Data: Tweets posted by Iranian users mentioning the band were
collected using a Twitter crawler between the beginning of 2021 and the beginning
of 2023. The collected data was then analyzed using various content analysis tools.

FINDINGS

BTS initially saw phenomenal success in Iran, capturing the attention of the public
with their music, message, and marketing strategies. This is evident in the rise of
Google searches related to the group and increased visits to the Persian Wikipedia
page. However, the data suggests a shift in recent years. While searches about the
group's music and performances peaked in 2022, overall engagement has declined
ever since. This decline seems to be accompanied by a shift in focus towards the
personal lives of band members, including the emergence of "One-Shot" fan fiction.

Despite the decrease, a dedicated fan base, particularly young female fans,
continues to actively engage with BTS. This is supported by the continued presence
of dedicated fan websites like Testchi and the steady visits to the Wikipedia page,
albeit lower than its peak. Overall, while BTS's popularity in Iran has undergone
fluctuations, it remains a significant cultural phenomenon with a dedicated
following. Further research is needed to understand the complex factors influencing
their popularity and its evolution in the Iranian context.

CONCLUSION

BTS's initial success in Iran stemmed from effective marketing, relatable themes,
and their global appeal, attracting a dedicated fanbase, particularly young females.
However, this initial surge appears to be moderating. Analysis reveals a shift in fan
engagement, with searches about music and performances giving way to a focus on
the personal lives of band members. This highlights the cyclical nature of fame and
the potential for manipulation, even with efforts in media literacy education.

Furthermore, the study suggests the influence of political tensions, leading some
Iranian youth to view BTS as a symbol of rebellion against external pressures.
Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge potential limitations — the data's scope and
the inability to capture individual motivations or the influence of other factors.

While BTS's popularity may be slowly waning in Iran, their impact remains
undeniable. Their journey serves as a case study for understanding cultural
influences in a globalized world and the complex dynamics of youth culture,
particularly in politically charged environments. Moving forward, further research is
needed to explore deeper into the motivations of BTS fans in Iran, the broader
cultural impact of the group, and the interplay of social media and economic
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conditions in shaping their popularity. This deeper understanding will contribute to
a clearer picture of BTS's influence in the ever-evolving landscape of global
entertainment and cultural exchange.

NOVELTY

This is the first time an academic research is done on BTS fandom in Iran, using
such an extensive analysis.
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