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Lexical Archaism in Simin Behbahani’s Ghazals
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Abstract

The richness of the classical literature is still influential on today’s literature in terms
of lexicon and content. Antiquity is evident in the poetry of some contemporary
modernists. This type of influence, which is called archaism in contemporary literary
theories, is clearly evident in Simin Behbahani's sonnets. This study has investigated
the aspects of lexical archaism in Simin Behbahani's sonnets with a descriptive-
analytical method. Findings reveal that lexical archaism has many manifestations in
Simin Behbahani's sonnets, the most important examples of which are: 1. common
words, 2. court, civil and military words, 3. musical terms, 4. drinking terms, 5.
special terms and names related to the mythology and ancient history of Iran, 6.
ancient combinations, 7. archaism in the verb (simple verb, prefixed verb, compound
verb, prayer verb, shortened form of verbs), 8. old sounds, and 9. antiquity in the use
of letters. The process of lexical archaism in Simin Behbahani's ghazals has been
skillfully implemented, as a part of the poet's concepts and thoughts have been
conveyed to the audience through the ancient words of the Persian language, without
making it difficult for the audience to understand her poetry. This antiquity, along
with other features of Simin Behbahani's poetry, has caused her poems to have a
personal and exclusive style.
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