
National Organization

for Educational Testing

Future Analysis of the Higher Education Social Demand from a 

Demographic Perspective

Seyedeh Zahra Kalantari Banadaki1, Nader Motie Haghshenas2

Assi ant Professor of National In itute for Population Research, Tehran, Iran, (Corresponding Author), e-mail:s.
kalantary@nipr.ac.ir.
Assi ant Professor of National In itute for Population Research, Tehran, Iran, e-mail: nader.haghshenas@nipr.ac.ir. 

ABSTRACTArticle Info

Objective: Gaining accurate knowledge of the level and trend of the relative share 
of the population aged 17-27 years old in the last 15 years old (2006-2021) and 
predicting the future image of social demand for higher education in this age group 
until 1415 based on different scenarios.
Methods: To estimate the future demand for higher education, the participation rate 
was estimated with Dator’s Four Generic Scenario Archetypes method.
Results: The results showed that the participation rate increased with a very gentle 
slope in the stability scenario. The increase in the demand for entrance exams in 
this scenario is more affected by the increase in the exposed population. In the 
fluctuation scenario, the assumptions of the decline scenario are less intense, leading 
to a decrease in the participation rate around 2030, but with proper policy-making 
and change in the employment situation and the industry’s structure over time from 
2031, the participation rate increases slightly.
Conclusion: The demand for higher education will vary from about one million 
people in the worst case to about 2.4 million people in ideal economic and social 
conditions for 2036.
Keywords: Participation rate, Demographic structure, Social demand, Futures 
study, Higher education.
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