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Reflection on the Anthropological Foundations of *"Quality
Assessment™ in Iranian Higher Education and its Compatibility
to Islamic Anthropology
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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper was to assess the anthropological foundations of
'quality assessment' in Iranian higher education and its compatibility with
Islamic anthropology. For this purpose, the conceptual analysis and
documentary analysis methods were used. Thus at first, the basis of quality
assessment in the philosophy of neoliberalism has been examined, then this
anthropological foundations of have been criticized. Within neoliberalism,
two anthropological viewpoints can be distinguished as the bases of
market-oriented reforms: 'homo economicus’ and 'homo legalis'. These two
perspectives have a great impact on market-based reforms and quality
assessment. In the following, the market-based quality assessment in the
supporting documents of the Iranian higher education has been extracted
and analyzed. Comparison of the anthropological foundations of market-
based quality assessment and Islamic anthropology (in this study "Human
Agency Theory" theory) reveals serious contradictions.

Keywords: Quality assessment, Market-based reforms, Higher
education, Anthropology, Neoliberalism.
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