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Quialitative content analysis of the indications of good
governance in Imam Ali's letter to Malik Ashtar Nakha’iee

By:
Seyed Mohammad Javad Gorji*
Mahmoud Ganjbakhsh?

Abstract

One of the most fundamental issues in Iran today is the weakness in
governance. Therefore, the effective formulation of this problem is a
necessity to understand and solve it. The purpose of the research, in
addition to the analysis of the theory of good governance, is an
authoritative reading of the 53rd letter of Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
to Malik Ashtar Nakha’iee. Governance is a process based on the eight
principles of participation, rule of law, transparency, accountability,
consensus building, justice and fairness, efficiency and effectiveness, and
accountability. This research is based on the qualitative method and the
method of qualitative content analysis and various steps such as defining
identifiers and categories, defining indicators and classification rules,
defining content units, objective classification, dealing with reliability and
the validity of the research and finally the analysis and interpretation of the
final report have been done. Letter 53 of Nahj-ul-Balagha is full of good
governance propositions that are expressed in the form of general orders.
According to the findings, the related themes are included in 33 headings
and more than 110 semantic units. This research leads us to the important
point that in order to solve the dysfunctional problem of today's society,
we must make a serious and all-round movement based on religious
teachings along with scientific achievements so that everyone can benefit
from its results.

Keywords: good governance, letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha, accountability,
qualitative content analysis.
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